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Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters
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Family’s radio
drew neighbors

Q: My mother said she and my father had
the first radio in our area, and people came
from all over to listen to it. She thought it was
about 1919 or 1920.

My dad built the radio, then bought a cabi-
net to put it in. The cabinet has a label that
says ‘“American Beauty Radio Cabinets &
Console Speakers, Mfg. by Pierson Co., Rock-
ford, I11.”

The radio was disposed of long ago, but
we still have the cabinet. It has all its origi-
nal knobs and is in good condition. I'd like to
know when it was built and what it’s worth.

A: The first commercial radio broadcast was
made when KDKA of Pittsburgh broadcast the
results of the presidential race between Warren
Harding and James Cox on Nov. 2, 1920. Radio
receivers were not widely available at the time.

In the 1920s, many people made their own
radios by assembling the necessary components
and attaching them to a board. By the late 1920s,
radios were being manufactured for sale, and fur-
niture companies began making cabinets to put
them in.

Pierson Furniture Co. was founded in 1927.
It became Pierson Radio Co. in 1930 and began
making radio cabinets. In 1940 the company
switched from manufacturing to retail, and its
name was changed to Pierson Factory Show-
rooms.

Your empty cabinet would sell as used furni-
ture and might bring a few hundred dollars.

Q: I have a 9 1/2-inch-high oval crystal vase
that’s heavy and has lots of detail on it. Moth-
er said it was “Imperial Crystal.” I found Im-
perial listed in a book at the library, but it said
the company made only pottery. Who made
my vase?

A: The name “Imperial” has been used by sev-
eral companies. Some made pottery or porcelain
and others made glass. The Imperial Glass Corp.
produced glass in Bellaire, Ohio, from 1901 to
1984. Glass made by this company was some-
times marked “Imperial,” but we have never seen
any marked “Imperial Crystal.”

A company named Imperial Crystal exists to-
day, but it doesn’t make vases like yours. It per-
sonalizes items made by other companies. Your
vase probably was made by the Ohio company.

Tip: Do not store jewelry in silk or wool bags.
The fabric may contain sulfur or plastic that can
discolor silver and copper.

Contemporary, modern and mid-century ce-
ramics made since 1950 are among the hottest
collectibles today. Our special report “Kovels’
Buyers’ Guide to Modern Ceramics: Mid-Century
to Contemporary” identifies important pottery by
American and European makers. Includes more
than 65 factories and 70 studio artists, each with
a mark and dates. Find the “sleepers” at house
sales and flea markets. Available only from Kov-
els. Order by phone at (800) 303-1996; online at
Kovels.com; or send $19.95 plus $4.95 postage
and handling to Kovels, Box 22900, Beachwood,
Ohio, 44122.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
®Jj54
YAKQ
®AK?2
$®Q753
WEST EAST
NO762 —
10943 765
9765 710843
6 MdAKR42
SOUTH
SAKQIOB3
vig2
*Q
1109
The bidding:
South West North  East
1 & Pass 39 Pass
38 Pass 6

Opening lead — six of clubs.

Larceny at the Crossroads

When you hold J-10-9 of a suit, they are, of
course, all equal in value. Nevertheless, which of
these cards you choose to play at a given point
might determine the fate of a hand.

Take this deal played by France and Belgium
in the European Championship some years ago.
At the first table, a French pair reached six spades
as shown, missing the A-K of clubs. West led his
singleton club, won by East with the king. If you
were South, which card would you play?

South played the jack, but this did not fool East
in the slightest. He knew that the jack had to be
a falsecard, and he therefore continued with the
ace and another club to set the slam two tricks.
East reasoned that the jack couldn’t be a single-
ton, since West would have led the ten rather than
the six had he held the 10-9-6.

At the second table, the Belgian South also
found himself in six spades following a differ-
ent sequence of bids. He too got the six-of-clubs
lead, but when East took the trick with the king,
South played the ten on it. This left East to pon-
der whether West had led the six from the J-9-6,
or whether the six was actually a singleton.

East finally decided in favor of the former pos-
sibility and made the neutral return of a heart.
This proved less than a howling success when
declarer later discarded the J-9 of clubs on the
A-K of diamonds and made the slam.

There is no doubt that the ten is the better play
and offers the best chance of misleading the de-
fense. The jack is wrong for the reason already
mentioned, and so is the nine, since West would
not lead the six from the J-10-6. Only the ten of-
fers some hope of stealing the slam.
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“When | get to heaven, do |
get to hug God or just

shake His hand?”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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Difficulty Level % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AFTER MY MOUSE

POINTER STOPPED FUNCTIONING WITHOUT

WARNING, I DID SOME CURSOR-Y RESEARCH.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals Y

Crossword °* Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 39 Altar 58 Method 21 “Eureka!”

1 Trouba- affirma- (Abbr.) 24 Cover
dour’s tive 25 Luau
instru- 40 Blond DOWN music-
ment shade 1 Secular maker

5 Brit. 42 Baseball 2 Western 26 String
fliers division state around

8 Legal 45 Weather- 3 Heavy your
document map reading finger

12 Tiny bit line 4 Set off on 28 Geologi-

13 Right 49 Extinct a journey cal
angle bird 5 Six-gun, period

14 Present 50 Web e.g. 29 Merchant

15 Poetic address 6 “The 30 Hearty
foot 52 Author Greatest” quaff

16 By way of Morrison 7 Cellulite, 31 Firma-

17 App 53 Stead e.g. ment
symbol 54 “A pox 8 Bleach 36 Hateful

18 Stingy, upon 9 Flute’s 37 Inmate
slangily thee!” cousin 38 Snap-

20 Major- 55 Not 10 Press shots
ettes’ ignorant 11 Saw- 41 Base-
props of bucks ball

22 One of 56 Blunders 19 Gym position
the kin 57 Support- class (Abbr.)
(Abbr.) ing (Abbr.) 42 Not

23 Yon working
maiden Solution time: 25 mins. 43 Bleak, in

24 Wait in Holly-
hiding wood

27 Porches 44 Verbal

32 Eisen- abuse
hower 46 Skeletal

33 Before 47 Picnic

34 Wapiti invaders

35 Barack 48 Laugh-a-
Obama, minute
e.g. 51 Carnival

38 Quarry city
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