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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 2/14

Dear Heloise: What can one do about the vol-
ume of unsolicited catalogs that keep coming 
(Heloise here: especially during the holiday sea-
son – actually, all year long!)? What a waste of 
paper, and it’s extremely annoying! I can get 25 
to 30 in one mail delivery, and I have never even 
heard of most of them. Is there any solution be-
sides calling each one individually? I and many 
others would love some help and suggestions 
with this. Thank you! – Barbara in Arizona

Barbara, I hear you, and the millions of my 
readers do, too! For the mounds and pounds of 
unsolicited commercial mail and catalogs, you 
can register online with the Direct Marketing 
Association’s Mail Preference Service at www.
dmachoice.org. You may mail your request (with 
a $1 processing fee) to: DMA choice, Direct Mar-
keting Association, Box 643, Carmel, NY 10512.

For unsolicited credit or insurance offers, the 
Federal Trade Commission recommends going 
to www.optoutprescreen.com or calling (888) 
5-OPT-OUT. Operated by major consumer-re-
porting companies, you have the choice of opting 
out for five years or permanently.

While these may not get rid of all of your un-
wanted mail, it definitely will help reduce the 
amount you see in your mailbox. – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com   

EAT RIGHT
Dear Heloise: My toddler wasn’t eating as 

much as usual. When we put him in his highchair, 
he just refused to eat. Finally, one day, I let him 
sit in one of the regular chairs at our table. He ate! 

Apparently, he just wanted to be a “big boy” 
and eat at the table with my husband and me. He 
now has a booster seat and eats every meal at the 
table. – A Reader, via e-mail

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Readers: On an airplane trip years ago, 

I learned a valuable lesson. I wore my cowboy 
boots. Once on board, I removed my boots to be 
comfortable during the long flight. (Yes, I had on 
clean socks and my slip-on “footies.”)

Several hours later when the plane landed, I 
could not get my feet back into my boots! My 
feet had swollen due to the altitude. Note to self 
and readers: Wear loose-fitting shoes on a flight. 

Luckily, I had that pair of slippers. I stuffed 
my boots into my carry-on and acted like nothing 
was wrong! – Heloise

DRIVING NO-NO
Dear Heloise: This may be common sense. My 

dad taught me that when you’re waiting to turn 
left at an intersection, do not start turning your 
wheel. If someone rear-ends you, since your tires 
are already starting to turn, you can be pushed 
into oncoming traffic. – Kellie in Illinois

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Reduce volume
of extra catalogs

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 2/15

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer
Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Test Your Play
If either the spades or the clubs are divided 3-2, 

you have 13 tricks, so you should start by assum-
ing that both suits are divided unfavorably – that 
is, 4-1 or 5-0.

The contract cannot be defeated – no matter 
how the cards are divided – if you play proper-
ly. You might have to execute a squeeze, but to 
accomplish it you must be careful to cash your 
tricks in the right order.

You start by playing the A-K of spades and 
A-K of clubs. When you do, you might discov-
er (1) that one opponent has both of these suits 
guarded, or (2) that each opponent has one suit 
guarded.

In case No. 1, the squeeze is accomplished by 
simply cashing the A-K-Q of diamonds, queen of 
clubs and A-K of hearts, ending in dummy. As 
these cards are cashed, you discard a spade and 
a club from dummy and a diamond from your 
hand, leaving this position:

The opponent with both black suits guarded is 
down to two cards also and was forced to unguard 
one of those suits when the last heart was cashed. 
Whether he relinquished a club or a spade, that 
discard was fatal.

In case No. 2, you continue by cashing both 
black queens, followed by the A-K of hearts, to 
bring about this position:

By now the squeeze (called a double squeeze 
because both opponents feel the pinch) has al-
ready worked. The opponent with the spade guard 
could not keep more than three diamonds, and the 
opponent with the club guard likewise could not 
keep more than three diamonds. The A-K-Q-3 of 
diamonds therefore win the last four tricks.

Of course, if either opponent relinquishes his 
guard in either black suit, you would discard 
the three of diamonds on the established club or 
spade before cashing the A-K-Q of diamonds.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.


