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Area/State

Weather:

National Weather Service

Tonight: Clear, then becom-
ing mostly cloudy toward day-
break, with a low around 24.
Northwest wind around 10 mph.

Thursday: A slight chance
of rain and snow between noon
and 2 p.m. Partly sunny, with
a high near 40. Breezy, with
a north wind 10 to 15 mph in-
creasing to 15 to 20 mph in the
afternoon. Winds could gust as
high as 30 mph. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 20 percent.

Thursday Night: Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 16.
Blustery, with a northwest wind
15 to 20 mph decreasing to 10
to 15 mph after midnight. Winds
could gust as high as 30 mph.

Friday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 36. Northwest wind
around 10 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 16.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 50.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 24.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 57.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 26.

Washington’s Birthday:
Partly sunny, with a high near
42. Breezy.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 20.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 44.

Monday: High, 37; Low 18
Tuesday: High, 46; Low 19

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday None
Month: 0.26 inches
Year: 0.42 inches
Normal: ~ 0.51 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:37 am. 6:20 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 22 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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Nancy Larsen-Sanders (left) ate ham and beans with Con-
nie Davis on Saturday morning at the Once a Month Lunch

in the basement of the First Presbyterian Church.
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County OKSs money for jail work

From “COUNTY,” Page 1

tions that can be bid to construc-
tion companies usually takes six
months.

He added that he is not sure
if the commissioners will want
a cheaper project than what his
firm comes up with, or if they
will back out of the project al-
together.

If the project does go forward,
he said, the $5,000 will be added
to the firm’s fee.

“This is a good time to (build
something), because interest

rates are about as low as they are
going to go,” Steele said.

He told the other commission-
ers that the county is authorized
to sell $2 million in bonds, but
that will not be enough.

The new jail building might
include a “judical center” with
a courtroom and office space
for judicial staff, he said, so that
prisoners do not have to be tak-
en from the jail building to the
courthouse, as is done now.

He said the firm will talk with
the employees who will use the
facility to find the most secure

way to design it.

“There’s more driving this
than just the fact that we’re run-
ning out of space in our jail,”
Steele said after the meeting.

When the current Law En-
forcement Center was built, he
said, the county had a $2 million
budget and cut away different
parts of the building until it met
the right cost.

“All those omissions are
pretty important in and of them-
selves,” he said. “We’re looking
at what is it going to cost to rem-
edy those deficiencies.”

Undersheriff Marc Finley said
that improvements needed at the
jail include a kitchen, rooms for
storage, laundry, visitation, in-
terviews, interrogation, a larger
booking room, a better exercise
area and a “sally port” at the
entry-way for taking prisoners
in and out.

Steele also said the firm will
look into a new site for the jail,
which could include a place off
the site of the current building.

He said he has several plac-
es in mind, but could not say
where.

Republicans fault speech for liberalism

From “SPEECH,” Page 1

that Obama offered little more
than “gimmicks and tax hikes.”

Obama used his speech Tues-
day night to call for action on a
sweeping agenda that included
the economy, guns, immigration,
taxes and climate change. New
initiatives included proposals

to improve preschool programs
and voting, boost manufacturing
and research and development,
raise the minimum wage and
lower energy use.

His remarks seemed to have
little persuasive effect on Re-
publicans who control the House
and hold enough votes to stall
legislation in the Senate and be-

lieve that government helps best
by getting out of the way.
House Budget Committee
Chairman Paul Ryan, the GOP’s
vice presidential candidate last
fall, said today that Obama’s
leadership style stands in the
way of bipartisan efforts to re-
solve problems like the deficit.
The morning-after comments

came as Obama was getting
ready to take off on a three-state
trip, starting in North Carolina,
to sell voters on the programs
he outlined. The president had
hit the road frequently in cam-
paign-style trips in December to
argue the approach he favored
for avoiding the so-called “fis-
cal cliff.”

Suspect charged here with first-degree murder

From “MURDER,” Page 1

were being removed about 4:20 p.m.

off the street as of Tuesday, but Police Chief
Randy Jones said the officers and cones

“They’re leaving as we speak,” he said.
He said the house is still being secured released as a crime scene.
under a search warrant issued by the Kansas

Sponsored by the

Bureau of Investigation and probably will
be for some time, but the house has been

Brieflyy
Colby High sports

senior night moved

Colby High has moved its Winter
Sports Senior Recognition Night from
Friday to the last home basketball game
on Tuesday. For information, call Bran-
di Wark at the high school, 460-5300.

Library here plans
Valentine’s Day event

The Pioneer Memorial Library will
feature “Chocolate and All That Jazz”
at 7 p.m. Thursday for Valentine’s Day.
The Colby Community Jazz band and
Sunflower Singers will perform while
their audience snacks on desserts and
such. The event is free and no tickets
are required. For information, call Li-
brarian Melany Wilks at 460-4470.

‘Kids a Cookin’ classes
continue this month

Spring sessions of Kids-a-Cookin,’
a hands-on food preparation and nutri-
tion class for third through fifth graders,
continue Thursdays this week. Sessions
will start right after school, about 3:45
p.m., at the Colby Community Building,
sponsored by Thomas County Exten-
sion. Classes are taught by K-State Ex-
tension agents Karen Jones and Diann
Gerstner. Sign up by calling the Colby
Recreation Department, 460-4440.

Acts of Kindness

Week halfway over

The Thomas County Community
Foundation invites you to participate
in Random Acts of Kindness Week
this week. For ideas on ways to make
someone’s day a little brighter, go to
www.randomactsofkindness.org.  For
information on Colby activities, call
Executive Director Melinda Olson at
460-9152.

College will hold tryouts

for musical this week

Tryouts for the Colby Community
College musical, “Paint Your Wagon,”
will be held through Friday. Auditions
are open to community members and
students. Contact Vocal Music Director
Randy Berls at his office in the Cultural
Arts Center information. The musical
will be held Thursday and Saturday,
April 18 and 20.

Group to have soup

supper for Puddie Duck

Kappa Upsilon will hold its annual
soup supper to raise money for the
Puddle Duck Preschool from 5 to 7:30
p.m. Friday at the Community Building
during the Colby-Scott City basketball
games. Enjoy chili, chicken noodle or
vegetable beef soup and dessert. Dona-
tions will be accepted. For information,
call Amy Jennings at 460-2603.

Workshop about
genealogy planned

A free workshop on “Beginning Ge-
nealogy: With or Without a Computer”
will be held from 2:30 to 4 p.m. Sun-
day at the Pioneer Memorial Library.
Bring a pencil with a good eraser. For
information, call Maxine Nelson at 462-
3571 or e-mail mmnelson@st-tel.net.
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