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Area/State

Weather

wind 10

Tuesday

Wednesday Night:
cloudy, with a low around 26.

Thursday: A chance of flur-
ries before noon, then a chance
of sprinkles and flurries. Partly
sunny, with a high near 41.

Thursday Night: A chance
of flurries. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 21.

Friday: A chance of flurries.
Partly sunny, with a high near
35

National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with

a low around 14. Light and vari-
able wind becoming southwest
510 10 mph in the evening.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with

a high near 43. Southwest wind
10 to 15 mph becoming north-
west in the afternoon.
Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 18. Northwest
wind 5 to 15 mph.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 50. Northwest

to 15 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 19.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 45.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 23.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 51.

Friday: High, 56; Low 29
Saturday: High, 58; Low 19

Sunday: High, 53; Low 17

Precip: Friday 0.26
Saturday None
Sunday Trace
Month: 0.26 inches
Year: 0.42 inches
Normal: ~ 0.51 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
7:39a.m. 6:18 p.m.

Moon: waxing, 7 percent
Wednesday 7:38 a.m. 6:19 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 14 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Partly

Bureau investigates
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SAM DIETER/Colby Free Press
The Kansas Bureau of Investigation sent agents Saturday afternoon to the scene of a
suspicious death and fire in Colby. A house just south of downtown was found burning
that morning, and a room at the front was burned out.
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a leadership seminar, giving

farmland to a similar fund in At-
wood, the income from which
brings in $30,000 to $40,000 a
year. He said Farmers Bank and
Trust operates the Atwood fund,
and started the one in Brewster
when it opened its branch there
in 1996. The bank started the
fund with a gift of $5,000 a year
for five years.

In the years since, the Brew-
ster Development Fund has
helped the Brewster Schools,
including sending students to

tournament.

money to students with perfect
attendance, buying a new sound
system and weight room equip-
ment and helping sponsor the
Sage Brush Shootout basketball

Mike Baughn, who was on
the board for the fund from
when it started until this year,
said that the fund only uses in-

terest from investments, not the

principal. Baughn served on the
board when he was the mayor of
Brewster, before being elected
to the Thomas County Commis-

Brewster tund helps

buy new cooler for store

sion this November.
He said the fund’s bylaws re-

quire that the

board include rep-

resentatives from the bank from
both the Atwood and Brewster

locations, the

mayor and four at-

large members.

Edmundson is the secretary
and treasurer. The other six
members are Leisha Carpen-
ter, the board president, current

Mayor Rex

Jamison, Barney

Horton, chairman of the board
of the bank, Debbie Luckert, Al-
len Quenzer and Anita Horinek.

Kansas religious act addresses gay rights

TOPEKA (AP) — Gay rights activists say
they are satisfied with a new version of the
Kansas Preservation of Religious Freedom

Act that has been introduced in the House
this session.

It’s the second attempt at this bill, which
was first introduced last year, but died in the

Senate.

Rep. Lance Kinzer, an Olathe Republi-
can, tells the Lawrence Journal-World (bit.
ly/UY3sw5) that the goal is to shield people

who are concerned that government is in-

fringing on religious liberties.
One example cited by Lt. Gov. Jeff Colyer
is a provision in the federal health care act
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that would require most employers to cover
birth control, even if it goes against their
long-held religious beliefs.
Lesbians and gays opposed a similar bill
in 2012, and Tom Witt, executive director
of the Kansas Equality Coalition, called it
“nothing more than legislative gay-bashing.”
Officials in Lawrence said last year that
the bill at the time would have negated a city
anti-discrimination ordinance that protects
sexual orientation.
Witt said the new version of the bill ad-
equately addresses those concerns, but cau-
tioned that the measure could always be
amended as it goes through the Legislature.

“It’s a long process,” he said.

Witt said he was surprised by the 2013
version of the act was not limited by acts of
discrimination listed under the Kansas Acts
Against Discrimination Act, which include
issues of race, gender, religion and age but
not sexual orientation.

Kinzer said the current act would accom-
plish the goals set forth during 2012 — pro-
tecting individuals from having government

infringe on religious beliefs.

The bill has been assigned to the House
Judiciary Committee, of which Kinzer is
chairman. A hearing on the bill hasn’t been
scheduled.

462-2930.

Briefly

Random Acts of Kindness Week begins today
The Thomas County Community Foundation invites you to participate
in Random Acts of Kindness Week this week. For ideas on ways to make
someone’s day a little brighter, go to www.randomactsofkindness.org. For
information, call Executive Diretor Melinda Olson at 460-9152.

College will hold tryouts for musical

Tryouts for the Colby Community College musical, “Paint Your Wag-
on,” will be held through Friday. Auditions are open to community mem-
bers and students. Contact Vocal Music Director Randy Berls at his office
in the Cultural Arts Center information. The musical will be held Thursday
and Saturday, April 18 and 20.

Seniors plan potluck at Presbyterian Church
The group More Fun Together plans a potluck for people 50 or older

who are alone, widowed, divorced, separated or who have partners in

nursing homes at 6 p.m. Tuesday at the First Presbyterian Church. Bring

a dish to share; table service and beverage will be provided. For informa-
tion, call 462-6342.

Program needs volunteer to provide tax help
The American Association of Retired Persons program to provide free
tax help in Colby needs a volunteer who understands basic taxes and is
willing to commit about four hours a week to help senior citizens. Re-
gional Director Cathy Eddleman said she would provide a day of training
in Colby. The service is for people with limited income. Volunteers work
in the Pioneer Memorial Library meeting room on scheduled days. For
information or to volunteer, call Eddleman at (785) 821-1827.

Massage clinic offered by college program

Physical Therapist Assistant students at Colby Community College are
offering a massage clinic from 5 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Allied Health
Building on campus. Choose a 30-minute massage for $15 or a one-hour
massage for $25. Walk-ins are accepted for the 30-minute massage as time
is available. For information, call Marie Wolkomir at 460-4797.

Equestrian team sponsors safety course

The Colby Community College Equestrian team will offer a free Wom-
en’s Safety Course at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the Student Union, Room 106,
taught by Trooper Tod Hileman of the Kansas Highway Patrol. Refresh-
ments and door prizes will be provided by the Thomas County Farm Bu-
reau Association. For information, contact Shanda Mattix at 460-5464 or
e-mail shanda.mattix@colbycc.edu.

Library plans “Chocolate and All That Jazz”
The Pioneer Memorial Library will feature “Chocolate and All That
Jazz” at 7 p.m. Thursday for Valentines Day. The Colby Community Jazz
band and Sunflower Singers will perform while their audience snacks on
desserts and such. The event is free and no tickets are required. For infor-
mation, call Librarian Melany Wilks at 460-4470.

‘Kids a Cookin’ classes continue this month
Spring sessions of Kids-a-Cookin,” a hands-on food preparation and nu-
trition class for third through fifth graders, continue Thursdays this week .
March 21 and April 11. Sessions will start right after school, about 3:45
p-m., at the Colby Community Building, sponsored by Thomas County
Extension. Classes are taught by K-State Research and Extension agents
Karen Jones and Diann Gerstner. Sign up by calling the Colby Recreation
Department, 460-4440.

Group to have soup supper for Puddle Duck

Kappa Upsilon sorority will hold its annual soup supper to raise money
for the Puddle Duck Preschool from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Friday at the Commu-
nity Building during the Colby-Scott City basketball games. Enjoy chili.
chicken noodle or vegetable beef soup and dessert. Donations will be ac-
cepted. For information, call Amy Jennings at 460-2603.

Speaker to visit Mingo Bible Church, school
Brian Young from Creation Instruction Associates will speak at 10:45
a.m. Sunday at the Mingo Bible Church, and from 2 to 5 p.m. and 6:30 to
9 p.m. that day at Heartland Christian School. A light supper will be served
during the break. An assembly for students, homeschoolers and parents
will be from 2 to 3:30 p.m. next Monday at the school. An offering will
be taken Sunday at Heartland. For information, call Pastor Tom Peyton at
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