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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/03

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 1/02

An Unusual Defensive Play
Good card-reading is the backbone of good de-

fensive play. For example, take this case where 
you hold the East hand and partner leads the six 
of diamonds against South’s five-heart contract. 
You win the diamond with the king, and the key 
question is, what do you do next? 

The first step is to try to decipher the meaning 
of your partner’s six-of-diamonds lead. This is 
not a difficult task; West, who raised diamonds, 
must have started with precisely the Q-10-6. He 
cannot have the deuce or four because he would 
have led his fourth-best diamond. You can there-
fore deduce, as soon as dummy appears, that 
South has the 4-2 of diamonds. 

This makes it much easier to find the proper 
play at trick two -- the three of diamonds! This 
extraordinary play has a remarkable effect. Re-
gardless of what declarer does, he cannot make 
the contract. 

If he ruffs the diamond return in dummy, he 
eventually loses two spade tricks (assuming cor-
rect defense). And if he does not ruff the diamond 
return in dummy, West wins the trick and shifts to 
a club at trick three, and East ruffs for down one. 

Note that if East leads a trump at trick two, 
which seems to be the safest thing to do, South 
makes the contract. He simply plays the A-K-Q 
of trumps, cashes the A-K of clubs, ruffs a dia-
mond in dummy and finishes with 12 tricks. 

Note also that if East returns the ace of dia-
monds at trick two, instead of a low diamond, 
South can make the contract by discarding a 
spade from dummy. East remains on lead and 
cannot stop declarer from scoring 11 tricks.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: My dad owned a funeral home in Cincin-
nati and liked collecting antiques. He left me 
his collection of paperweights made by Crane 
& Breed, a Cincinnati coffin manufacturer. 
The paperweights include an Egyptian sar-
cophagus, Scottie dog, alligator, camel, frog, 
turtle, bear, sailboat and ghost. I don’t want 
to sell them, but I’d like to know how old they 
are and what they’re worth.

A: Crane & Breed took over a Cincinnati cof-
fin-manufacturing business in 1854 and stayed in 
business until 1973. The company held several 
patents on coffins and coffin parts, and sold cof-
fins to funeral homes in several states. 

Today collectors know about Crane & Breed 
mainly because of its collectible paperweights. 
From the late 1800s into the early 1900s, the 
company gave away promotional bronze novelty 
paperweights to funeral homes and their employ-
ees. Today, the sarcophagus paperweight sells for 
close to $400, but most of the others are going for 
less than $20.

Q: I own a glass dish that has a portrait of a 
man in the center and the words “We mourn 
our nation’s loss” inscribed around it. There’s 
a wide border of swags around the dish. We 
think the dish has something to do with Presi-
dent Garfield and also something to do with 
Vermont. It has been in our family for more 
than 70 years and we would like to know its 
history and value.

A: Your plate was made as a memorial to Presi-
dent James A. Garfield, who was assassinated in 
1881. The center picture is a bust of Garfield. The 
pattern is called “Garfield Drape,” but it’s some-
times called “Canadian Drape.” It has been at-
tributed to Adams & Co. of Pittsburgh, but more 
recent research suggests that it may have been 
made by Burlington Glass Works of Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada. Perhaps that’s how it got the 
name “Canadian Drape.” 

The pattern was first made in the 1870s. After 
Garfield died, memorial plates in that pattern were 
made with his bust in the middle. The only con-
nection to Vermont is that Vice President Chester 
A. Arthur, who became president after Garfield’s 
death, was born in Vermont. Different versions of 
your plate were made. Some include the words 
“Born Nov 19, 1831, Shot July 2, 1881, Died Sep 
19, 1881.” A colored glass Garfield memorial 
plate retails for about $75.

Q: My vintage alligator handbag includes 
the taxidermied head of the alligator. The 
bag, made in Cuba, was originally purchased 
at a high-end New York City store. What is it 
worth?

A: We frequently see alligator-head bags like 
yours at antiques shows. They sell for about $150 
to $200, depending on quality and condition.

Tip: Moths seem to like to eat natural undyed 
horsehair but, strangely, do not eat dyed hair. Use 
mothballs and other detergents to protect braided 
hair-work and stuffed furniture.

 (c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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