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Nothing gets fair rolling like annual parade

Painting contest
adds great color

By R.B. Headley

Colby Free Press
rbheadley @nwkansas.com

A few words of warning to all those
attending the Thomas County Fair’s kickoff
celebration on Tuesday.

If you’re thinking “same old parade,” you
might just get soaked.

“You never know what the fair parade will
hold. You might see Shriners going around
squirting people with water,” said Colby-
Thomas County Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Holly Whitaker. “There’s
often some surprises. But the main thing is
it’s a huge community event that get a lot of
people involved.”

Expect nothing less with this year’s Thomas
County Fair Parade, which begins at 5:30
p-m. Tuesday.

Whitaker noted about 75 entries had
already been submitted more than a week
before today’s deadline.

“That’s a very good number,” she said.

The parade will feature all sorts of displays
from floats to farm implements to marching
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groups.

Among the entry categories are antique
vehicles, dirt bikes and all-terrain vehicles,
horses with riders and implement dealers.

Former county commissioner Ken
Christiansen is this year’s parade grand
marshal.

“They’re all tying in with this year’s
theme of ‘Blue Jeans and Country Dreams’,”
Whitaker noted. “There will be some floats
playing a little bit of country music.”

No candy can be thrown due to safety
concerns.

However, parade participants can hand out
candy and treats while traveling the parade
route.

The parade will start at Franklin and Eighth.
It will follow Franklin to Cedar where it will
turn right and continue across Range before
reaching the Thomas County Fairgrounds.

creations.

There is also a window painting contest

Judges will again award prizes to the best which was inspiring impressive efforts from
several Colby businesses.
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Attractions of all sizes have become a tra-
dition during the Thomas County Fair Pa-
rade. Participants can include everything
from massive farm machinery (above) to
Logan County miniature mini-vans with
Oakley Shriners left). Antique vehicles,
dirt bikes, marching bands and horses
will also be among those traversing
Franklin Street to Range Avenue and into
the Thomas County Fairgrounds. The pa-
rade is Tuesday and had already drawn
75 entries more than a week before entry
deadline. Ken Christiansen is the grand
marshal.

parade,” Whitaker concluded. “We’re looking
forward to it and a great fair week.”

“We always do get great participation in the
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F&M BANK NIGHT

TUESDAY, JULY 30TH

+ 1st 100 people that come to our main bank location will receive
a 1/2 priced wristband for that night only. (one per person)

+ 1st 300 people that come to the ticket booth that purchase
20 tickets will receive 5 free!

Farmers & Merchants
Bank of Colby

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 785-460-3321

Member FDIC
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\/ //// Win first place in her heart

442 N. Franklin
Downtown Colby, 462-2241

Enjoy the Fain!l!




