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  The Colby Free Press encourages Letters to the Editor on any 
topic of general interest. Letters should be brief, clear and to the 
point. They must be signed and carry the address and phone number 
of the author.

We do not publish anonymous letters. We sign our opinions and 
expect readers to do likewise. Nor do we run form letters or letters 
about topics which do not pertain to our area. Thank-yous from this 
area should be submitted to the Want Ad desk.

Letters will not be censored, but will be read and edited for form 
and style, clarity, length and legality. We will not publish attacks on 
private individuals or businesses not pertaining to a public issue.
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Volatile weather
likely to increase

Have you ever noticed what you fail to no-
tice? Yes, that’s a contradiction in terms, but 
you know what I mean.

The other day, I noticed a number of things 
that usually get overlooked as I’m hurrying 
around town. Maybe the angle of the sunlight 
made them more visible. Maybe the tempera-
ture – cool but pleasant at 38º – made me more 
aware.

At any rate, a short catalog includes a house 
roof with a flower pattern in the shingles, a se-
ries of houses with multiple gables all close 
together (made me think of Nathaniel Haw-
thorne and “The House of the Seven Gables”) 
and the flat roof and round window tops of the 
Presbyterian Church.

Architectural ornaments are something I 
learned to take note of when I had an office 
in the upper story of a hundred-year-old bank 
building, complete with 15-foot ceilings. It’s 
fascinating to see the attention to detail in fan-
cy brickwork, even including the name of the 
business or organization. Colby and the sur-
rounding towns have a lot of these buildings, 
just waiting to be spotted on a sunny day.

Then came the “Duck Crossing” sign at 
Puddle Duck Preschool and the brick paving 
as I approached downtown.

Brick paving always gives me a charge, 
though I don’t know why. It’s slick when icy 
and bumpy when it’s not. But somehow it ap-
peals to the kid in me that someone would lay 
bricks for a street, just like they do for a wall.

Speaking of brick walls, a friend with a back-
ground in building gave me quite an in-depth 
analysis of brick walls once when we were 
having lunch in a restaurant where we could 
look out and see a free-standing brick wall 
next to a driveway. I’ve never quite thought of 
bricks the same way since. Suffice it to say that 
if they are already horizontal, as the surface of 

a street, they aren’t at risk of falling over.
Paving bricks are not made the same as 

building bricks, either. They are solid, rather 
than hollow. When I was a kid, we had a stack 
of them in our backyard which got used for all 
sorts of things – from a walkway and fireplace 
to sandbox construction.

Anyway, those are a few of the things I no-
ticed when I drove back from lunch last week.

I mentioned the sunlight earlier, and it’s 
worth a second look. Winter sunlight has al-
ways seemed like a special gift to me. It shone 
in our big south-facing window and made a 
toasty spot from which to look out on the cold, 
sparkling snow. Then I could go out and play 
until I was cold, come in and warm up with 
hot cocoa, and color a picture in my big, new 
coloring book.

Snow, especially sparkling snow, seems far 
away just now. But the light is right, so it’s a 
beautiful day.

Marian Ballard has collected careers as 
counselor, librarian, pastor, and now copy edi-
tor for the Colby Free Press. She collects ideas, 
which are more portable than other stuff.

Don’t miss what you overlook

On Nov. 17, I had the pleasure of attending 
the second Kansas Governor’s Pheasant Hunt 
in Oakley. Oakley did an outstanding job of 
showcasing western Kansas hospitality and 
the excitement of pheasant hunting. The next 
two years, the event will be in Norton.

Pheasant hunting in Kansas is a $4 million 
industry. Pheasant hunting is also a family tra-
dition I have enjoyed all of my life. Drought 
conditions have hurt our pheasant population, 
and after opening weekend, I am afraid not 
many people will be traveling here to hunt. It 
is just one more way the Kansas economy has 
been hurt by our horrible weather conditions.

I was so concerned I contacted Robin Jenni-
son, the head of Wildlife and Parks, and asked 
him if shortening the season and/or lowering 
the daily bag limit were being considered.

I received an informative letter in return, and 
the gist was that harvesting male pheasants has 
no impact on future populations: (1) female 
pheasants are the most important in terms of 
population growth and they cannot be legally 
harvested, (2) harvesting males has little po-
tential to impact population change and (3) re-
search shows it is impossible to harvest more 
than 75 percent of the rooster population.

The bottom line is we need wet weather for 
many reasons.

On a fun note, I got to hunt with the Na-
tional Rifle Association lobbyist who gave me 
a D rating for voting against conceal carry in 
college dorms. I shot two pheasants out from 
under him at the governor’s hunt, and he gave 
me a hat when we were done.

Today is the most important vote I will make 
in the next two years, for Speaker of the House. 
I’ll let you know how that turns out.

Ward Cassidy of St. Francis, a retired school 
principal and teacher, is the state representa-
tive for the 120th District, covering Decatur, 
Cheyenne, Rawlins, Wallace and Sherman 
counties and the northwest part of Thomas, in-
cluding Colby. Send e-mails to ward.cassidy@
house.ks.gov.

Until recently, I often stopped by the corner 
convenience store after work to treat my sweet 
tooth. From the time I was 4 years old and 
walked barefoot down to Vern Wagner’s little 
general store, I’ve always enjoyed the wonder-
ful taste of chocolate.

Today, I wind up plunking down nearly a 
buck and a half ($1.50) for my favorite can-
dy – either Reese’s peanut butter cups or the 
mouth-watering chocolate sticks. While this 
treat is every bit as good as any “Denver Sand-
wich” or “Cherry Mash” I ate as a boy, today’s 
bar appears to be about half the size I paid one 
nickel for 50 years ago.

Now that I think about it, $1.50 is much eas-
ier to come by today than a nickel was when I 
was a youngster growing up in the northwest-
ern Kansas farm community of Seguin. Back 
then, men worked 12- and 14-hour days on 
the farm for as little as $1 an hour. Dad talked 
about men working for 50 cents a day during 
the Great Depression, when you could buy an 
acre of ground for about the same price you 
would pay for a pack of Juicy Fruit today.

For most people in this part of the country, 
times were rough in those days, and they were 

ready and willing to work for darn near any 
price, just to keep bread on the family table.

Fifty cents for a day’s wages went a long 
way toward buying food before World War II, 
my dad once told me. Dad talked about bacon 
selling for 15 cents a pound, eggs were a dime 
a dozen, Ivory soap sold at five bars for a quar-
ter, butter cost 20 cents a pound and a loaf of 
bread was two pennies.

Remember pennies? 
They’re something some people toss away 

today because they won’t buy anything. Some 
people still pick up these discarded relics, ad-
hering to the old adage, “A penny saved, a 
penny earned.”

Whether we want to admit it, or even real-
ize it, food still remains a good buy. Today, the 

average wage earner spends a much smaller 
percentage of his or her paycheck – approxi-
mately 10 percent – to buy food for the family. 
As a comparison, in 1933, this figure was more 
than 25 percent. Today the average family in 
the United States probably eats better than any 
time in this country’s history.

Like food, clothing also cost little by today’s 
standards. Seventy years ago, shoes sold for 
two bucks a pair, and you could buy a pretty 
nifty “goin’-to-church-suit” for less than $5.

Dad had a brother and brother-in-law who 
owned a car dealership in those days. I can re-
member them talking about a Model T with a 
sticker price of $300 when their parents ush-
ered in the Roaring ’20s. A full tank of gas (10 
gallons) sold for two dollars, a quart of oil cost 
three bits and air for the tires was free.

What I wouldn’t give to fill my vehicle up 
for even $25 a tank today.

It’s fun remembering days of yesteryear 
and comparing them to today. While a lot has 
changed, my sweet tooth hasn’t.

John Schlageck of the Kansas Farm Bureau 
is a leading commentator on agriculture and 
rural Kansas. 

Drought has long been a problem in southwest Kansas.
Unfortunately, the painful fallout of that unwelcome situation 

and other weather extremes promise to exact an even greater 
toll until the nation gets serious about global warming.

That’s the take of a group of Iowa scientists who believe 
increasing instability in weather patterns will lead to more ex-
tremes during wet and dry years.

The Iowa Climate Statement, signed by 138 scientists and 
researchers from 27 Iowa colleges and universities, was re-
leased in the wake of the costly 2012 drought that destroyed 
crops all across the nation’s Grain Belt, from South Dakota to 
Indiana.

The study becomes all the more noteworthy considering 
Iowa’s experience with weather extremes. The top U.S. grain-
growing state also recently endured devastating flooding, with 
an estimated $10 billion in damage in 2008 – the worst disaster 
in the state’s history.

Many factors contribute to weather conditions, as research-
ers involved in the study noted. They added, however, that 
scientists who study global warming have correctly predict-
ed increasingly volatile weather patterns, and view the harsh 
drought and other recent severe weather developments as a 
sign of things to come.

In the Iowa Climate Statement, scientists called for greater 
consideration of changes that could be made to reduce the 
economic impact of extreme weather trends. Not surprisingly, 
they recommended ways to combat global warming – namely 
steering toward more renewable energy to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Still, some experts dismiss the link between weather volatil-
ity and a warming climate. Critics also argue that doing more 
to address global warming in the United States would accom-
plish little as such countries as China and India continue to 
emit increasing amounts of pollutants that contribute to global 
warming, with little interest in change.

But that’s no reason for the United States to shortchange ef-
forts to reverse the trend.

While the recent study out of America’s heartland offered 
important food for thought, weather volatility and its impact 
on economies and natural resources alone should be more than 
enough to further conversation among policymakers on strate-
gies to minimize the wrath of the worst Mother Nature has to 
offer.

– The Garden City Telegram, via the Associated Press
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