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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

OH, BEETLE! DON'T WORRY.
VOU'RE ALL IT/S A COMIC
BROKEN! STRIPANDI'LL BE
UP AND AROUND

IN TOMORROW'S
EDITION
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I'VE HAD
IT, BOSS!

NO, I'VE HAD IT,
BUMSTEAD!!

WELL, I'VE HAD IT MORE THAN
YOU'VE HAD IT, BOSS!!

ARE YOU
KIDDING?
| IVE HAD IT
MUCH MORE
THAN YOU /
HAVE,
BUMSTEAD!!
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HOW DID IT GO AT WORK
—1 TODAY, SWEETHEART?

AND [ HAD
IT OUT,
BUT I'M

NOT SURE

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
We'LL cUT YoU IN PIECES, BoiL Yol ;/Q

OIL, AND PANCE ON YOUR GRAVES,
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Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters
THEWORLD IS . Y ARE dOU

GOING

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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GOING TO END! | SURE OF SAY YES.

CORNY JOKES LIKE ONE
LIGHT IS OUT SO ALL ARE
OUT OR BLINKING FOR NO
GO0D REASON, OKAY?2

DIRECTLY
TO THE
LIGHTS,

THE HOUSE THEY
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THEN WE FILL THE SPACES
IN BETWEEN WITH THE
SECOND-TIER ORNAMENTS,
AND FINALLY COVER ANY
LITTLE GAPS WITH THE
THIRD-TIERS.

OKAY, HERE’S THE DECORATING

PLAN. FIRST, WE START WITH

A FOUNDATION OF THE MAJOR
P. ORNAMENTS AROUND THE TREE...

“THIRD-TIER”
ORNAMENTS?2
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AND HOW ARE WE DEFINING

ANYTHING THAT
TAKES MORE THAN

20 MINUTES TO
) CORRECTLY

(¢ NOW, WHEN I FLIP THE (A
O T RN Up T NALYA. swiTch T DONT WANT ANy £ [ ABE YOU TLUCKILY WE DON'T HAVE TO |

PUT UP THE OUTDOOR
ICICLE LIGHTS AGAIN, SINCE
WHEN YOU NAIL THOSE
THINGS TO THE SIDE OF

STAY UP.
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| |Heloise

® Hints from
Heloise

Vanilla choice

may vary by use

Dear Readers: Do you use real or imitation va-
nilla extract in your kitchen? What is the differ-
ence? The first difference is cost. Real vanilla is
more expensive because of the time it takes for
the plant to grow and the way it is harvested. Imi-
tation vanilla is manufactured at a cheaper cost.

Real vanilla is made from natural vanilla beans,
while imitation generally is a combination of real
vanilla and other ingredients, both natural and ar-
tificial. Real vanilla lists alcohol as an ingredient,
while imitation does not contain any alcohol.

Finally, there is a taste difference. There are
those who think imitation vanilla is bitter, but
many cooks use it in baking with no noticeable
aftertaste. More experienced cooks, however,
will keep several different bottles of both real
and imitation on hand for specific foods they are
cooking and baking. — Heloise

Visit my website, www.Heloise.com, for links
to my Facebook and Twitter pages — hints, fun
facts and more! Come see photos and check out
what’s happening.

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:

Heloise

P.O. Box 795000

San Antonio, TX 78279-5000

Fax: 210-HELOISE

E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com

FREEZING LEFTOVERS

Dear Heloise: With only my husband and me
to cook for, I like to freeze leftovers. Freezing the
entire quantity of soups and such requires a long
thawing time, and I often don’t want to use all of
the leftovers at one time. So, I purchased silicone
muffin pans, and I freeze the cups full (about
1/3 portions). Once frozen, I transfer them to a
freezer bag. When ready to use, I remove only the
portions needed. This makes for shorter thawing
time and enables me to use the leftovers more ef-
ficiently. — Lana H., Bluefield, Va.

MARKED EGGS

Dear Heloise: The egg tray in our refrigerator
has slots for 14 eggs. When we have one or two
left and buy another dozen, my husband marks
the “old” eggs with a pen so we will know to use
those first. This helps us avoid the risk of repeat-
edly leaving the “old” eggs in the tray. — Marsha
M., via email
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
N763
¥10876
®AQJ10
42
WEST EAST
MAKIT2 A084
¥s ¥932
®6432 €987
$#QJ96 dA1087
SOUTH
®Q105
YAKQIJ4
®KS5
SdK 53
The bidding:
South West North  East
1 Pass 29 Pass
49

Opening lead — ace of spades.

Kantar Banter

Without question the most prolific writer on
the game of bridge is California’s Eddie Kantar,
one of the world’s leading players and for many
years a highly successful teacher.

Kantar’s many books on bidding, play and de-
fense all have the same thing in common: clar-
ity and substance presented in a light style laced
with wit and humor that makes learning a pleas-
ant experience.

His latest effort is the third edition of “Bridge
for Dummies,” published by John Wiley and
Sons. Today’s hand is from the section of the
book on defensive signals:

“When your partner leads a high honor card
and you have worthless cards in that suit, waste
no time in telling your partner to cease and desist
by playing your lowest card.

“Here, the opponents wind up in a contract of
four hearts. Your mission: to defeat the contract
by winning four tricks. Your partner leads the ace
of spades.

“You have zilch in spades, so you pass the mes-
sage across the table to your partner by playing
your lowest spade, the four. When your partner
determines that the four is your lowest spade
(partner has the two and can see the three in dum-
my), your partner knows that you can’t have a
doubleton spade or even the queen, or else you
would have started a high-low encouraging sig-
nal.

“Instead of plunking down the king and setting
up a trick for the queen the declarer surely has,
your partner smartly shifts to the club queen, the
top of a sequence. When you see the club queen,
you know declarer has the king, so you take the
trick with the ace (declarer may have the single-
ton king!). Now you return a spade, the suit your
partner led. When declarer plays the ten, your
partner wins with the jack and continues with
the king, capturing South’s queen for the setting
trick.

“If your partner makes the Nervous Nellie play
of the spade king at the second trick, establish-
ing a trick for declarer’s queen, declarer winds
up losing two instead of three spade tricks and
makes the contract. Because of accurate defen-
sive signalling, declarer loses three spades and
one club, and winds up going down one. Nice
defense.”

(c)2012 Kine Features Svndicate Inc.

Family Circus ° Bil Keane
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“Can you check and make sure
Daddy did my homework right?”

Jere
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Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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Difficulty Level % % %

11/28

This is a logic-based num-

ber placement puzzle.
The goal is to enter a num-

ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich

each row, column and 3x3

region must contain only one

instance of each numeral.

OIN OO = (W[ N
=W N|AO©ON
AO=|INOO|IN|OTW
W IN|= |G| 0(©
QN0 IN|WO|H =IO

The solution to the last

5
3
1
7
9
8
4
6
2

0= O|hOO|WININ
N |W N[O A=
(WA IN(O|N|= |00

Difficulty Level

Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip

MIZKNR W XZEIWSQ [BLIDF-K]J

VZF W GBL XIWBS

LV

MCQNBSL MWNZSM GD XWNNDR

W IWBFEWS ZV CID GZWFR?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: POPULAR SPORT PLAYED
BY PEOPLE WHO HAVE MADE THEIR HOMES
BETWEEN TWO MOUNTAINS: VALLEY-BALL.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals E

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 37 — Pak 2 Skating 25 Cowboy’s
1 Where of the jump sweetie
Jesus LPGA 3 —me 26 Work

changed 38 Shaft of tangere with
water to light 4 Inner 27 Pick-
wine 39 Kreskin’s selves, to pocket’s
5 Knock claim Jung crime
8 Envelope 41 Story 5 Gun the 29 Met

part 43 Small engine melody

12 Neural flocks 6 Shock 31 Feathery
trans- 46 Winning and — neckpiece
mitter 50 Vicinity 7 Saucy 32 Web

13 Ram’s 51 With 8 Plant life address
mate adroitness 9 Effective- ending

14 Toy block 54 Hair salon ness 34 Catch
name request 10 Screen- sight of

15 No 55 Be unwell writer 38 Decapi-
skeptic 56 Not “fer” James tate

17 Micro- 57 Santa’s 11 Small 40 Some
wave, e.g. sackful lake stockings

18 Nickel- 58 Ump 16 Common have
odeon- 59 Lavish Mkt. inits., them
style gunk affection once 42 Restroom,

19 Kind of (on) 20 Sacred for
movie 22 Relocate short
glasses DOWN 23 Chris of 43 Team

21 Pinnacle 1 Urban tennis leader

24 Rowing fleet fame (Abbr.)
need 44 Sandwich

25 Courage L treat

28 Elliptical E 45 Wound

30 “Modern F reminder
Family” m 1 47 There-
network A | fore

33 Fire N[T E 48 Came
residue S|E L down

34 —so __EHD D 49 Measure
often e of force

35 Sticky NI 52 Whopper
stuff N|E|D 53 Keebler

36 Muumuu employ-
accessory Yesterday’s answer 11-28 ee?
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