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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 10/22

Dear Heloise: I always buy my favorite candy 
at Halloween just in case I have to eat some my-
self. I noticed that most of the candy was made 
with peanuts, and I thought of my granddaughter 
who is allergic to all nuts.  

I make it a point to buy some candy that does 
not have nuts and put it in a different bowl. When 
trick-or-treaters come to the door, I first ask if 
anyone has an allergy to nuts. If I hear a “yes,” 
then that goblin receives candy out of the special 
bowl. – B.G. in Colorado

With so many people having peanut allergies, 
how thoughtful to consider those with allergies 
when purchasing Halloween treats. Just remem-
ber, even if a candy does not contain nuts, it may 
be made in a factory that processes nuts, which 
can be just as dangerous to eat. Be sure to read 
the package. – Heloise 

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com      

COOL CUCUMBERS
Dear Readers: Few things are more satisfying 

than a crisp, fresh cucumber, but did you know 
that this refreshing fruit is actually a member of 
the gourd family? Here are just a few of the tasty 
uses for this unique squash:

• Pickles
• Relish
• Soup
• Asian salads
• Salsa
• Topping off a dish
• English sandwiches.
With so many quick-and-easy uses, could any-

thing be cooler than a cucumber? – Heloise
SILICONE-PAN REUSE

Dear Heloise: I have bought and used many 
silicone pans. After several years, they may be-
come stained, sticky or burned. To reuse a round 
or square pan, take a pair of sharp scissors and 
carefully cut around the bottom edge, leaving 
you with a silicone mat. Round ones can be used 
as trivets, or simply a mat to set things on that 
would otherwise scratch a wooden surface or ta-
ble. The square pan bottoms can be cut into four 
squares for use as “mug rugs” (coasters). And the 
fluted, round cake pans can be cut, starting at the 
center cone, into bands that last longer than rub-
ber bands. Or, simply cut off the cone part and 
use as a funnel. – Sara in Decatur, Ind.

BREAKFAST CEREAL
Dear Heloise: Drizzle a little honey on dry ce-

real. It really doesn’t change the taste very drasti-
cally. The honey adheres to the cereal, holds it 
together and is near impossible to shake off the 
spoon. Add a couple of drops of vanilla to the 
bowl, and it also enhances the milk. I think moms 
might want to use this hint for their little ones, but 
others will love it, too! – K.P., Amarillo, Texas

(c)2012 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Think allergies
in buying treats

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 10/24

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

God Save the King!
Declarer frequently has a choice of whether to 

win a trick in his own hand or in dummy. Ob-
viously, no uniform rule can be applied to these 
situations – the right play depends strictly on the 
circumstances. 

Consider the present case, where West led a 
spade that South could win in either hand. His 
potential losers were a spade, a club and either 
one or two hearts. It was clear that he could hold 
himself to one trump loser by leading trumps 
from dummy toward his K-Q-10, since the bid-
ding had marked East with the ace.

So declarer took the opening spade lead with 
dummy’s king in order to lead a trump, taken by 
East with the ace. But when East now returned the 
queen of spades, South was in trouble. He played 
the ace, trumped by West, and declarer later lost 
a club and a spade and went down one.

South was certainly right in thinking that the 
first trump lead should come from dummy. But 
since it was almost certain from the bidding that 
East had six spades and West only one, declarer 
should have chosen his entries more carefully.

To protect against a 6-1 spade division, South 
should have won the spade lead in his hand, led a 
diamond to dummy’s king and then led a trump. 
East would win and return a spade, but this would 
no longer pose a threat.

West could ruff, but in that case dummy would 
play low, and South would lose only a heart, a 
club and a spade ruff. And if West did not ruff 
the spade return, dummy’s king would win, and 
South’s only losers would be a spade, a heart and 
a club.

Declarer’s choice of where to take the first trick 
made all the difference between winning and los-
ing the contract.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise


