
National Weather Service
Tonight: A 20 percent chance 

of showers before 1 a.m. In-
creasing clouds, with a low 
around 35. Breezy, with a north 
wind 10 to 15 mph increasing 
to 20 to 25 mph after midnight. 
Winds could gust as high as 35 
mph.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 49. Breezy, with a 
north wind 15 to 25 mph.

Thursday Night: Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 29. 
North wind 10 to 15 mph.

Friday: Partly sunny, with a 
high near 48. North wind 5 to 10 
mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 25.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 52.

Saturday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 29.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 58.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 33.

Monday: Sunny, with a high 
near 66.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 40.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 67.

Monday: High, 67; Low 40
Tuesday: High, 81; Low 42
Precip: Monday 0.Trace
 Tuesday 0.Trace
 Month: 0.69 inches
 Year:   11.60 inches
 Normal:  19.29 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Thursday 8:05 a.m. 6:51 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 84 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Area/State

Blood drive scheduled 
Thursday and Friday

The American Red Cross plans a 
blood drive from noon to 6 p.m. Thurs-
day and 7:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Friday 
at the National Guard Armory, 470 S. 
Range Ave. Walk-ins are welcome. For 
questions, contact Donor Recruitment 
Representative Catherine Younger in 
Hays at (316) 641-1193 or catherine.
younger@redcross.org.

Health Department 
offers walk-in flu clinics

The Thomas County Health Depart-
ment plans walk-in fl u clinics Thursday, 
next Wednesday and Thursday, Nov. 
8, at the department’s offi ce at 350 S. 
Range, and from 11 a.m. to noon on 
Tuesday, Nov. 6, at the Senior Progress 
Center. Cost is $25, or bring a copy of 
your insurance card. Please remember 
to complete and print a consent form/
voucher from the thomascountyks.com 
website under the health department tab 
beforehand. For information, call the 
department at 460-4596.

Emergency medical 
class begins in January

Anyone interested in becoming an 
emergency medical technician should 
attend a meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 20, at the ambulance barn at 1275 
S. Franklin Ave. to learn about a class 
beginning in January. For questions, 
call Candy Bryant at Thomas County 
Emergency Medical Services, (785) 
460-4585.

Baptist Church invites 
everyone to free lunch

Everyone is invited to come and bring 
a friend to a free meal from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday at the First Baptist Church 
on the corner of Webster and Grant. For 
information, call Norma Higerd at 462-
7806.

Autumn Art Bazaar 
downtown Saturday

Colby Community College art stu-
dents plan an Art Bazaar from 2 to 7 
p.m. Saturday in downtown Colby. Fun 
activities have been planned for the eve-
ning, says instructor Rebel Jay. For in-
formation, call Jay at 269-7065.

Conservation district 
has money for projects

The Thomas County Conservation 
District has state cost-share money 
available for water-resource projects, 
including livestock wells, pipelines and 
tanks, terraces and windbreaks. Sign-up 
deadline is Tuesday, Nov. 13, and con-
tracts must be completed by May 31. 
For details, call Manager Debbie Potter 
at 462-7482.

Presbyterian women 
selling holiday greenery

The Colby Presbyterian Women are 
selling fresh Christmas greenery to raise 
money for mission projects. Orders are 
due by Sunday; delivery will be the fi rst 
week of December. For information 
or to place an order, call the church at 
462-6342 or JoAnn Sunderman at 460-
2476.
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Thursday Evening October 25, 2012

7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
KAKE/ABC Last Resort Grey's Anatomy Scandal Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live
KBSL/CBS Big Bang Two Men Person of Interest Elementary Local Late Show Letterman Ferguson
KSNK/NBC 30 Rock All Night Office Parks Rock Center Local Tonight Show w/Leno J. Fallon
KSAS/FOX 2012 World Series Local
Cable Channels

A & E The First 48 After the First 48 Beyond Scared Straig Beyond Scared Straig The First 48
AMC From Dusk Till Dawn From Dusk-2 Frm Dusk
ANIM Blue Planet: Seas Madagascar Blue Planet: Seas Madagascar
BRAVO Real Housewives Real Housewives Real Housewives Happens Real Housewives Miami
CMT Reba Reba Sweet Home Alabama Home for the Holidays
CNN Anderson Cooper 360 Piers Morgan Tonight Anderson Cooper 360 E. B. OutFront Piers Morgan Tonight

COMEDY Chappelle Stand-Up Daniel Tosh: Happy Stand-Up Tosh.0 Daily Colbert Key Stand-Up
DISC Fast N' Loud Fast N' Loud Texas Car Wars Fast N' Loud Texas Car Wars
DISN Gravity The Little Vampire Phineas ANT Farm Vampire Wizards Wizards
E! The Soup Kardas Kardas Kardas Kardashian Chelsea E! News Chelsea

ESPN College Football SportsCenter SportsCenter
ESPN2 World/Poker World/Poker World/Poker World/Poker NFL Live
FAM The Addams Family Addams Family Values The 700 Club Prince Prince
FOOD Halloween Wars Sweet Genius Sweet Genius Chopped Sweet Genius
FX Zombieland Sunny League BrandX Biased Sunny League

HGTV Buying and Selling Extreme Homes Hunters Hunt Intl You Live in What? Extreme Homes
HIST Pawn Pawn Earth Worth? America's Book Pawn Pawn
LIFE Project Runway Project Runway Abby's Dance Project Runway Project Runway
MTV Jersey Shore Jersey Shore Jersey Shore Jersey Jersey Shore Jersey
NICK Turtles You Gotta Full H'se Full H'se The Nanny The Nanny Friends Friends Friends Friends
SCI Nightmare 5 The Mist Real Fear: The Truth
SPIKE iMPACT Wrestling Ink Master MMA Ways Die Tenants Tenants
TBS Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Conan Office Office
TCM All the King's Men It Happened My Fair Lady
TLC Say Yes Say Yes Four Weddings Little Shop of Gypsi Four Weddings Little Shop of Gypsi
TNT The Mentalist The Mentalist NBA Basketball Cold Case
TOON MAD Regular King/Hill King/Hill Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Childrens Delocated
TRAV Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum The Dead Files Mysteries-Museum

TV LAND Cosby Cosby Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King King King
USA NCIS NCIS NCIS Burn Notice CSI: Crime Scene
VH1 Romeo Must Die T.I.-Tiny T.I.-Tiny Chrissy Hip Hop Hip Hop
WGN How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met News/Nine Stories Funniest Home Videos Rules Rules

Premium Channels
HBO Big Mommas Life as We Know It Hookers & Johns George Lopez
MAX Bridesmaids Die Hard 2 The Erotic Traveler
SHOW I Am Number Four Apollo 18 Gigolos Polyamory Gigolos Shaquille
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Friday Evening October 26, 2012
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Shark Tank All Access Nashville 20/20 Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live
KBSL/CBS NCIS CSI: NY Blue Bloods Local Late Show Letterman Ferguson
KSNK/NBC Mockingbird Lane Grimm Dateline NBC Local Tonight Show w/Leno J. Fallon
KSAS/FOX Kitchen Nightmares Fringe Local
Cable Channels

A & E Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds
AMC Jeepers Creepers The Walking Dead Comic Men Pumpkinhead
ANIM Monsters Inside Me Monsters Inside Me Monsters in My Head Monsters Inside Me Monsters Inside Me
BRAVO Fast & Furious Fast & Furious Mission: Impossible
CMT Reba Reba Cowboys Cheerleaders Cowboys Cheerleaders Cowboys Cheerleaders Cowboys Cheerleaders
CNN Anderson Cooper 360 Piers Morgan Tonight Anderson Cooper 360 E. B. OutFront Piers Morgan Tonight

COMEDY Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Key Tosh.0 South Pk Brickle. Mash Up Stand-Up Daniel Tosh: Happy
DISC Gold Rush Gold Rush Jungle Gold Gold Rush Jungle Gold
DISN ANT Farm Jessie Phineas Gravity ANT Farm Good Luck Good Luck Good Luck Good Luck Good Luck
E! Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Fashion Police Chelsea E! News Chelsea

ESPN NBA Basketball NBA Basketball
ESPN2 College Football SportsCenter SportsCenter
FAM Practical Magic Matilda The 700 Club Prince Prince
FOOD Diners Diners Diners Diners Mystery D Health Dinner Diners Diners Diners
FX The Social Network The Ultimate Fighter The Social Network

HGTV Extreme Homes Home Strange Home Hunters Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Home Strange Home

HIST American Pickers American Pickers Outback Hunters How the How the American Pickers
LIFE To Be Announced Prank Mom Prank Mom Houstons Houstons My Life, Movie To Be Announced
MTV Jersey Shore Jersey Shore Friday the 13th Sorority Row
NICK Monster Victoriou Full H'se Full H'se The Nanny The Nanny Friends Friends Friends Friends
SCI WWE SmackDown! Haven Alphas Haven
SPIKE Ink Master Ink Master Ink Master Tattoo Tattoo Super Troopers
TBS Worse Worse Worse Worse Rush Hour 3 Bewitched
TCM Advise and Consent All-President's
TLC Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes to the Cure Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes to the Cure
TNT Gladiator I Am Legend
TOON Adventure Level Up King/Hill King/Hill Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen
TRAV Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Dead Files Revisited The Dead Files Ghost Adventures

TV LAND Cosby Cosby Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King King King
USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene
VH1 Chrissy T.I.-Tiny Basketball Wives LA Friday After Next Behind the Music
WGN How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met WGN News at Nine Funniest Home Videos Rules Rules

Premium Channels
HBO Hall Pass Real Time/Bill Maher Real Time/Bill Maher Cowboys & Aliens
MAX Matrix Revol. Hunted Skin-Max Hunted Bikini
SHOW Bio-Dome Pauly Shore Tim and Eric's Billion Inside the NFL Gigolos
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Senator talks redistricting, water
in the country or in ag jobs.

When asked about the prob-
lems that hogtied the Senate in 
the 2012 term, Ostmeyer identi-
fi ed three groups that were un-
able to work together for con-
sensus. Of the 40 senators, he 
said, eight were Democrats who 
voted together, 13 were moder-
ate Republicans who split with 
Gov. Sam Brownback’s admin-
istration, and the rest were con-
servative Republicans.

He said that particular set of 
confl icts is unlikely to be re-
peated because many of the 
moderates were voted out in the 
primaries. As for actions taken 
which seem to portend future 
problems, he said he has learned 
over the years that “repealing is 
of value.” 

An example he offered is a bill 
passed last year to allow farm-
ers to use a fi ve-year average 
for their water allotments rather 
than the earlier “use it or lose it” 
policy. He said some unforeseen 
issues have arisen because of 
vagueness in the law which will 
have to be addressed.

Other programs need to be 
developed dealing with water 
rights, he said. Efforts are un-
derway to start another Local 
Enhanced Management Area in 

the southwest part of the state, 
he said, adding that he thinks ev-
eryone needs to work together to 
cut water use or it won’t work. 

“We need to keep the viabil-
ity of the aquifer for our great-
grandchildren, though,” he said.

Another area that needs to be 
revisited, he said, is the tax bill 
that was passed at the end of an 
extended veto session which in-
cluded tax cuts proposed by the 
governor but not his balancing 
cuts to tax breaks and deduc-
tions.

Schools are another impor-
tant issue facing the Legislature, 
Ostmeyer said, adding that he 
sees fi nancial pressures and ur-
banization again creating pres-
sures for forced consolidation of 
small school districts. 

He said consolidation has al-
ready been pushed about as far 
as it’s possible to go – if noth-
ing else because of the amount 
of time students already have to 
spend on a bus. He also noted 
that forced consolidation caused 
a lot of trouble in the 1960s and 
people will fi ght it just as hard 
now.

He said Kansas spends about 
$12,000 a year per student, but 
in rural districts that amount is 
up to $16,000 because of mini-
mal requirements. Those schools 
face the problem of “too much 

property and too few students,” 
but cannot cut back beyond a 
certain point.

“We can’t penalize them be-
cause they don’t have students,” 
he said. “The school is the eco-
nomic driver in every commu-
nity.” 

“Another thing the Legisla-
ture did this past year,” he said, 
“is place an emphasis on tech 
schools. A lot of kids won’t go 
to college.” 

He said a shortage of skilled 
laborers has created a gap which 
needs to be fi lled. 

It holds an opportunity for 
those who are having trouble 
fi nding work as well, he said, 
citing a woman he’s acquainted 
with who has bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees, but has en-
rolled in a tech school to learn 
nursing.

“We’re always going to need 
someone with a wrench or a 
shovel,” he said, regardless of 
how advanced technology gets.

Ostmeyer knows about work-
ing with his hands. He grew up 
as one of nine kids on a dairy 
farm in southeastern Thomas 
County. He says one of his pri-
orities is “making sure we bring 
as many kids back home as we 
can.”

“We are losing a generation of 
farmers with these high (land) 

prices,” he said. “I want them to 
have that experience.”

Ostmeyer says his goal is to 
represent the district as fully as 
possible.

“We’re losing to the east,” 
he said of the shift in power 
with redistricting. “I’ve always 
worked very hard to build coali-
tions. With less votes out here, 
we need to make sure we work 
together.” 

He said it’s a positive thing 
that Kansas has a citizen’s 
Legislature. Everybody has a 
job. When they go back home, 
they’ve got a business to run.

If he is re-elected, Ostmeyer 
said, he’d be one of 14 or 16 re-
turning senators and would be in 
line for a leadership position. He 
said he would like to serve on 
the natural resources or budget 
committee.

“One thing I’ll fi ght as much 
as I can,” he said, “is mandates 
sent down to the counties. If 
you’re going to do that to us, 
send the money, too.”

The senator said he and his 
wife Kay have a no-till farm, 
with about 80 acres under irri-
gation. 

They have seven children and 
celebrated 50 years of marriage 
Aug. 4. Their oldest son, Terry, 
is a partner on the farm, and they 
have 18 grandchildren.

Water hearing could advance new rules
said, farmers in this area used an average of 
about 13.7 acre inches per year.

The area being considered is all in Sheri-
dan County except for nine square miles in 
Thomas County near Menlo. The area ends 
about six miles west of Hoxie and does not 
include any towns, Bossert said.

It is one of six “high-priority areas” in-
side the Groundwater Management District, 
which covers all or part of 10 northwest 
Kansas counties. These areas either saw at 
least a 9 percent decline in the water table 
level between 1996 and 2002, or had 275 
acre feet of water pumped within a two-mile 
radius from 1990 to 2000, during studies by 
the Kansas Geological Survey.

“They see the decline is continuing,” 
Bossert said of the water right owners, “and 
it’s going to get worse, they’re near the 
end.”

The district fi rst looked into regulating 
groundwater use to slow the depletion of 
the Ogallala Aquifer in 2001. The boundar-
ies of the six high-priority areas were drawn 
in 2006, and water-right owners met to con-
sider restrictions in 2008 and 2009. Only 
the “Sheridan 6” area pursued an enhanced 
management area, Bossert said, holding 13 
meetings from 2008 to May 9 of this year to 
hash out the proposal

Two other high-priority areas lie in 
Thomas County, Bossert said. One in the 
northwest part of the county is just nine 
square miles, but area of 243 square miles 
surrounds Colby on three sides and stretch-
es down to the Logan County line.

The creation of Local Enhanced Manage-
ment Areas was established by Senate Bill 
310, which passed the 2012 Legislature. 
This plan allows groundwater districts to 
decide what water restriction to impose. 
Earlier forms of regulation put that power in 

the hands of the chief engineer.
“In the end, they just couldn’t trust me, I 

hate to say it,” said Barfi eld, adding that he 
supports the law.

When the engineer said he could not give 
the district a guarantee that he would only 
put in the regulations landowners wanted, 
he said, he help work on the bill to let them 
do it on their own.

“It doesn’t really guarantee that those 
locals will get what they want, but it does 
guarantee that they won’t get what they 
don’t want,” Bossert said.

Barfi eld said that he has not received any 
other proposals for Local Enhanced Man-
agement Areas, and he wants to wait to see 
if the current one is tested by a lawsuit be-
fore creating other areas.

Written comments for the hearing should 
be postmarked on or before Nov. 28, he 
said.. They should be sent to Leslie Garner, 
109 SW Ninth St., fourth fl oor, Topeka.

Democrat says state needs to get budget in line
burden on them and on commu-
nity banks. If they prosper, we 
all win. Then keep investing in 
quality education, stop this par-
tisan positioning and vote the 
issues with sound analysis and 
debate. That is how government 
works best. 

“It doesn’t work well when 
we become a rubber stamp for 
a party or a governor. (You have 

to) challenge each issue to come 
up with the best solution.”

Schmidt said he came to his 
position as a senator, at the behest 
of friends, and with the backing 
of retiring Sen. Janis Lee, whom 
he ran to replace in 2010.

“After talking with my wife 
Ellen and some of my close 
friends,” the retired Army man 
said, “and taking this directly to 
the Lord in prayer over several 
weeks, I came to the conclusion 

that my service to the country 
was not over, but was just going 
to take on another shape. 

“So with Sen. Lee’s backing, 
I ran for the position and was 
elected. I had always been (reg-
istered as an) independent while 
in the Army, so I had to fi rst go 
to the courthouse and sign up as 
a Democrat, because that was 
her party affi liation.”

More than anything in his cam-
paign, Schmidt said, he wants to 

make sure that rural communi-
ties are represented in Topeka.

“With population losses in 
most of our counties over the 
last several decades,” he said, 
“it is obvious to me that we must 
stand together as rural legisla-
tors to ensure we are properly 
represented in our rural commu-
nities. We must be aggressive in 
increasing economic develop-
ment. 

“We must keep our schools 

open as long as our local people 
believe they provide a viable 
education for our children. That 
means we must ensure our kids 
are funded adequately in rural 
schools…. There are many more 
things that we need to do, and 
that means we must stand up and 
sound off on issues that affect us 
both directly and indirectly. That 
takes analysis and willingness to 
engage at every turn if it is called 
for.”
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