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James DesRoches | High Plains Plumbing
785-672-5032  Available 7 days a week

We offer a large range of quality 
service, repair & new construction in the 

residential & commercial market.

High Plains Plumbing | 462 US Highway 83, Oakley, KS 67748
www.highplainsplumbingks.com | Email: highplainsplumbingks@gmail.com

Dr. Tom Barlow
Dentist
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Mobile Home 
Lots for Rent

$175 Month
(includes water, sewer & storage shed)

FREE Month with approved application
Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park

1150 S. Franklin, Colby
 Call 785-462-6445

To have your ad placed in the 
Business Directory call Sharon or 

Kathryn today at 785-462-3963
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(800) 611-6735

Representing many companies to 
provide all your insurance needs:

• Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV
• Farm and Crop Insurance
• Commercial Property, Automobiles
• General Liability, Workers Compensation
• Inland Marine, Builders Risk
• Auto Service Shops
• Body Shop and Collision Repair
• Contractors 
• Restaurants
• Salons and Day Spas
• Strip Malls, Condominiums
• Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 • 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 • Fax: 785-462-3752

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com • www.thomascountyins.com

 For great coverage 
     and customer 

     service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. • Colby, KS

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

Baalmann Mortuary
190 S. Franklin • P.O. Box 391 • Colby, KS 67701 

(785)462-2331

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

“Family Serving Families”
• Funeral & Cremation Services
• Monuments & Prearrangements

Live at the resort in your 
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1 
rated RV resort in Kansas. 

$495 monthly rent - includes 
water, sewer, electric & cable TV!

We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available, 
clubhouse and laundry room, and store! 

We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

ROOFMASTERS
Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles
IR Shingles

Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

White TPO Single Ply
Modified Systems
Built up Systems

Elastomeric Coating

Auto l Home l Life
Call today to see how I make insurance simple  
and can help you protect what matters most.

  

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLCSecurities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC++++, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC.877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company+*, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company+*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+*/West Des Moines, IA. +Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services PC026-ML-BC (2-12)

David Browne III550 N Franklin
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3388
www.agentdavidbrowne.com

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS 67701

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS 67701

!

!

785-460-1858 Phone  *  785-460-7356 Fax 

Quality Title
   & Abstract, Inc.
160 East 4th
    Colby, KS

785-460-1858  Phone  *  785-460-7356  Fax

Soon to be

    located at...

Nancy LePell Bookkeeping
165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701

785-462-7428
Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates

Accounting and Bookkeeping
Business and Financial consultation

Christy Griffith, RTRP          Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB
Working to bring you the best possible solutions

BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

Farmers asked to help write
booklet about biotechnology

Fall ushers in many seasonal 
delights, such as hay rides, apple 
cider, and pumpkin patches – not 
the least of which is the deep 
changing colors of foliage.

K-State Research and Extension 
horticulturalist Ward Upham said 
the weather has a significant effect 
on the vibrance of fall colors.

“Cloudy days and warm nights 
prevent some of the sugar accu-
mulation in the leaves and result 
in less vibrant colors,” he said. 
“Warm, sunny days and cool 
nights are ideal for good color.”

Even weather during the rest of 
the year can affect fall colors, Up-
ham said. Heavy spring rains and 
hot, dry summers are damaging to 
fall foliage.

“The long, hot summer we had 
certainly makes it more likely that 
colors will be muted this fall, but 
fall weather also plays a part,” 
he said. “If we have warm days 
with plenty of sunshine and cool 
nights, we could still have decent 
colors.”

Cheryl Boyer, horticulturalist 
with K-State Research and Exten-

sion, recommended mums as a 
good option.

“Mums come in almost ev-
ery color imaginable,” she said. 
“They are also perennials, mean-
ing they will survive most winters 
and come back repeatedly.”

However, maintaining mums 
throughout the year takes time. 
Boyer said she prefers to treat 
mums like annuals when she’s 
looking for seasonal color.

She also recommended pansies, 
kale and asters.

Color of autumn foliage depends
on weather conditions year round

In response to activists fighting 
against genetically modified or-
ganisms, the Hawaii Farm Bureau 
and the Hawaii Crop Improve-
ment association are asking for 
help in educating those around the 
country about how biotechnology 
is helps farmers.

Farmers are being asked to sub-
mit, in 1,000 words or less, how 
biotechnology has positively af-
fected the agriculture operations 
on their farm. Suggested topics 
are reduced pesticide use, in-
creased yield, drought protec-
tion and enhanced environmental 
stewardship. A short description 
of the farmer’s operation is also 
requested.  

Many do not know that Hawaii, 
with an almost perfect growing 
climate, is home to the seed in-
dustry of groups like Monsanto, 

Syngenta, Pioneer, Dow AgroSci-
ences and BASF. These groups 
contribute more than $250 million 
per year to the local economy.

For many years, biotechnology 
has been a tool critical to all farm-
ers by developing seeds that can 
increase yield, reduce pesticide 
use, provide drought tolerance 
and enhance environmental stew-
ardship.

“Education about the positive 
role biotechnology plays in agri-
culture is crucial,” said Steve Bac-
cus, Kansas Farm Bureau presi-
dent. 

“You need look no further than 
this year’s drought to know that 
safely making plants work bet-
ter in all conditions, and allow-
ing farmers and ranchers to be 
even better stewards of the land, 
is something that should not be 

sidetracked.”
Submitted stories will be pub-

lished in a “Views from the 
Farm”booklet to help educate the 
public about the role of biotech-
nology as a tool to help farmers 
remain viable.

Farmers with the top five most 
compelling stories will receive a 
one-week trip for two to Hawaii 
in February. A portion of the time 
will be to speak personally about 
their stories to business leaders, 
lawmakers and the media.

Farmers can submit stories on-
line before the deadline of Friday, 
Nov. 30, at www.hciaonline.com/
why-biotech/farmers/.

For questions, contact Alicia 
Maluafiti, executive director of 
the Hawaii Crop Improvement 
Association, at director@hciaon-
line.com or (808) 224-3648.

LAURA KREJCI/Sacred Heart School
Sacred Heart kindergartner Carson Cook (front) and third grader Aiden Cook paid for books at 
the school’s Scholastic Book Fair last week. Home and School co-president Christina Jaeger 
scanned the books while librarian Sister Loretta Podlena rang up the sale.

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) – When 
an Ohio woman packed her bags 
for a Disney vacation, her cat 
didn’t want to stay behind.

Sometime Sept. 17, Bob-bob 
the cat found his way into Ethel 
Maze’s suitcase, made it through 
screening at Port Columbus Inter-
national Airport and was loaded 

into an airplane for a flight to Or-
lando.

The Orlando Sentinel (bit.ly/
RTXXKh) reports the black cat 
popped out when Maze unzipped 
her bag after checking into her ho-
tel that night. Maze, of Circleville, 
Ohio, says the 14-month-old cat 
was shaken but still purring.

Maze was part of a group of 
disabled veterans and volunteers 
making an annual trip to Orlando.

Mike Groleau, who handled the 
bags for the group, says he thought 
he saw the bag move, but loaded it 
along with the other bags heading 
to Orlando.

Cat hitches ride to Florida in owner’s bag

Gardeners should begin work-
ing their soil now in order to im-
prove the health of their soil for 
spring planting.

Fall is the best time to prepare 
garden soil, according to K-State 
Research and Extension horticul-
turalist Ward Upham. The soil is 
often too wet in the spring to work 
without forming clods that will 
be present the rest of the growing 
season.

“Even if you work wet soil in 
the fall and form clods, the freez-
ing and thawing that takes place in 
the winter will break them down, 
leaving a mellow soil the follow-

ing spring,” Upham said.
He also recommended work-

ing leftover garden debris into the 
soil, which reduces the chances 
of insects surviving the winter 
and decreases the risk of diseases 
overwintering.

“Working the debris into the 
soil is easier if you mow the old 
vegetable plants several times to 
reduce the size of the debris,” he 
said.

Tilling old plant materials into 
the soil increases the organic mat-
ter content, although it is usually 
a good idea to add in additional 
organic materials as well, such 

as leaves, grass clippings or rot-
ten hay. Adding these materials in 
the fall allows more time for them 
to be broken down before spring 
planting. Upham recommended 
adding two inches of organic mat-
ter to the soil surface before till-
ing.

He also warned against over-
tilling the soil.

“You should end up with par-
ticles the size of grape nuts or 
larger,” he said. “If you work gar-
den soil into the consistency of 
dust, you have destroyed the soil 
structure.”

Fall the right time to prepare garden


