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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker
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SARGE TREATS ME LIKE OH,STOP
ANOBODYSOMUCHI'M | WORRYING,
BEGINNING TOBELIEVE / YOU'RE JUST

LIKE ALL

OF Us
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THEN WHY DON'T
I MAKE FOOTPRINTS
LIKE YOU 6UYS DO?2

Blondie ® Chic Young

THERE'S A RUMOR FLOATING AROUND

( DO YOU THINK THE BOSS WOULD
EVER GO ALONG WITH THAT?

IT CATCHES
) HIM IN
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FACE IT, DEAR...NONE OF THE /|
RUMORS YOU START EVER SEEM

TO WORK OUT
BUT THIS ONE vrm
REALLY SEEMS §

TO BE
GETTING
SOME
TRACTION!!

www.Blondie.com

Hagar the Horrible
HAGAR AND MY
MOTHER SEEM

TO BE GETTING
ALONG BETTER

PRESENT

chi’s flne
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EVERYONE PACKING
TO LEAVER

I WORKED IT ALL OUT

AND BY TOMORROW
WE'LL HAVE THE HOUSE
ENTIRELY TO OURSELVES

AGAIN.)

‘paA1asaa sYBLL PlIOM U] ‘31e21puAs saameay 3ury 4q Z10Z @

AND ALL IT TOOK WAS FOR

ME TO THROW OUT MY

ENTIRE FAMILY.
JUST GREAT.
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THE WEDDING, THANK YOU FOR
LETTING US STAY,
THANK YOU FOR &5
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OF COURSE,
SN\ JACKIE! T LOVE
' You!
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HOW LONG YOU THINK
THIS SISTERLY BOND
WILL LAST?

YOU!

NOTHING DESTROYS
FAMILY PEACE LIKE
A HOLIDAY, SO I'M

R0\ THINKING ‘TIL
&) P\ RS ) THANKSGIVING.
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Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts
I'M Y UH-OH. || YourR TEACHER. HEY Look. ! A
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® Hints from
Heloise

Weeds bite dust

with vinegar hits

Dear Heloise: When there are weeds in the
cracks of our driveway, I use vinegar to kill them.
The next day, they are drying up, and eventu-
ally, no more weeds. It works great. — Lorena S.,
Plymouth, Ind.

Lorena, this is a cheap, Earth-friendly way to
keep weeds not only out of the driveway, but
from between cracks in the sidewalk or stepping-
stones. Just pour or spray full-strength vinegar on
any unwanted weeds around your home. This is
one of many cost-saving hints in my vinegar pam-
phlet. Want to know even more? Order my pam-
phlet by sending $5 and a long, self-addressed,
stamped (65 cents) envelope to: Heloise/Vinegar,
P.O. Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-5001.
Did you know that vinegar can help stop the itch
of some insect bites? Simply soak a cotton ball in
vinegar and dab it on the bite. — Heloise

CHANGING COVERS

Dear Heloise: I love my smartphone and the
different covers I can use. It can get quite expen-
sive to constantly change the cover. I found a way
without the cost. I bought a clear cover and cut
scrapbook paper to fit inside it. Now I can eas-
ily change it out to reflect my mood or outfit. It
works well with photos, too. Just be careful not
to cover any ports or the camera! Love your col-
umn. — Wendi, via e-mail

WRAPPING LARGE GIFTS

Dear Heloise: I discovered a good way to wrap
gifts, especially children’s, after I was frustrated
at not being able to find wrapping paper with my
grandson’s favorite cartoon character.

I bought a tablecloth for a couple of dollars and
was able to wrap several large gifts and even re-
decorate a gift bag. My grandson was so excited
to see his favorite cartoon character on several of
his gifts.

Also, if it is plastic, it won’t tear while trans-
porting gifts. — Ivana, via e-mail

RECIPE HOLDER

Dear Heloise: I had trouble keeping a recipe
book or even a copy of a page from a recipe book
handy so that I could easily read it and put the
recipe together. At my annual girl’s lunch, I men-
tioned my dilemma, and my friend Laura came
up with the best solution ever!

She suggested that I get one of the skirt or pants
hangers from the closet. Use one that is nice and
sturdy, whose clips are strong and tight. Then put
the hanger over a knob on an upper cabinet and
attach the book or page to it! Oh my gosh — it
worked fabulously! — Marlene R., via e-mail

TRAVEL HINT

Dear Heloise: I save the wire hangers from the
dry cleaners and take them with me when I travel.
Most hotels provide only a couple of hangers, and
between my wife and me, we usually need more
than that. There is no stress, either, if they get left
behind. — Tim in Oregon

Bridge ° Steve Becker

1. You are West, and the bidding

has gone:
South West North East
I NT Pass 2NT Pass
3 NT
NORTH
®73
YKQJ
€QJ108
®7642
WEST
N#Q9862
¥92
*K7
SdAQS3

You lead the six of spades, and
declarer wins partner’s ten with the
jack. South leads a heart to dummy’s
jack and returns the queen of dia-
monds, which you win with the king.
How would you continue?

2. You are declarer with the West
hand at Six Notrump, and North
leads the ten of hearts. How would
you play the hand?

WEST EAST
SMATA2 AK 6
YK I3 YAQ4
®AKA4 Q102
#K95 dA108T6
* % %
Test Your Play

1. From the play thus far, it is clear that South’s
opening notrump bid (15 to 17 points) included
the ace of hearts, ace of diamonds and A-K-J of
spades (your partner cannot have the ace or king
of spades, given his play at trick one). It follows
that South cannot have the king of clubs, which
would give him 19 points.

You should therefore shift to the club three at
this point, confident that partner will win with the
king. If partner has another club to return, you
will defeat the contract.

If you fail to lead a club and instead woodenly
return a spade, declarer will score three spade
tricks, three diamond tricks and at least three
hearts to make the contract.

2. The only problem is how to handle the clubs
to give yourself the maximum chance for four
tricks in the suit. Best is to win the heart in dum-
my, lead the club six and play low if South plays
low. (If the six wins, continue with the seven.) If
the six loses to North’s jack or queen, win any
return and play the king of clubs. The slam be-
comes certain if North follows suit to the king.

The only time this line of play fails is when
North has been dealt the singleton jack or queen.
If you alternatively attacked the clubs by first
cashing the king or ace, you would go down if the
next player was either void of clubs or held a low
singleton. These cases outnumber those where
North started with a singleton honor.
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Family Circus ° Bil Keane
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Guest cartoonist Billy (age 7)
continues his week of
observations.

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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Difficulty Level % % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
region must contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SINCE ACTRESS JANE
REALLY ENJOYS MELTED CHEESE DISHES SO
(€)2012 by King Features Syndicate Inc.  MUCH, IS FONDA FOND OF FONDUE?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: § equals L

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 37 Infamous 57 Bad 11 Neuter

1 Coincide lyre lighting? 17 Hockey

6 Orbiter player players
until 38 Luxurious DOWN 19 Potato,
2001 fabric 1 Spring e.g.

9 Massa- 41 Curved mo. 21 “Platoon”
chusetts line 2 “Holy locale
cape 43 “Family cow!” 22 Winter

12 Marsh- Guy” 3 Some bug
mallow network coffee- 24 Ply oars
treats for 44 Actress shop buys 26 Prefix for
Easter Penelope 4 Grand “phrenic”

13 Rhyming 45 Faux story 28 Rage
tribute gold 5 Perfum- 30 PC

14 Gorilla 47 Improves ery linkup

15 Install 49 Poisons compound 32 Money-
to new 52 One little 6 Rita of back
specs insect ... “West Side offers

16 Rids of 53 ... and Story” 33 Expert
impurities another 7 Notion 34 Chi

18 Summer- 54 Mountain 8 Ump squad
time chain 9 Panama 36 Analyzes
quaff 55 More, to or Suez grammar

20 Give a Manuel 10 “Turan- 38 “Git!”
darn 56 — and dot” or 39 Gladia-

21 Gridiron outs “Tosca” torial
org. . . . venue

23 Stocking Solution time: 25 mins. 40 Massa-
woe P[E[D chusetts

24 Take it AlP|E university
easy RIEIAl 42 Charm-
« AlE|L ,

25 “— well VI er's
that ...” OlLIA snake

27 Center of 1{o[n]| 45 Portent
emotions AlX|Y[ 46 Den

29 Brawn e 48 Bat stat

31 Pip- 2ol 50 Swelled
squeaks Rlo head

35 Silent film L[t] 51D.C.
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