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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight: A 20 percent chance
of rain after 3 a.m. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 33. Northeast
wind 5 to 10 mph becoming light
and variable in the evening.

Saturday: A chance of rain
and snow before 2 p.m., then
a slight chance of rain. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near 43.
Light and variable wind becom-
ing east 5 to 10 mph in the
morning. Chance of precipita-
tion is 40 percent. New snow
accumulation of less than a half
inch possible.

Saturday Night: Widespread
frost after 1 a.m. Otherwise,
partly cloudy, with a low around
27. Northeast wind 5 to 10 mph
becoming west after midnight.

Sunday: Widespread frost
before 10 a.m. Otherwise, sun-
ny, with a high near 56. South-
west wind 5 to 15 mph.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 32.

Columbus Day: Sunny, with
a high near 67.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 41.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 66.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 40.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 63.

Wednesday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 42.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 72.

Thursday: High, 58; Low 35

Precip: Thursday ~ None
Month: 0.04 inches
Year: 10.95 inches
Normal:  19.29 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Saturday 7:46 am. 7:18 p.m.
Moon: waning, 65 percent
Sunday 7:47 a.m. 7:16 p.m.
Moon: waning, 56 percent
Monday 7:48 a.m. 7:15p.m.
Last quarter moon at 2:34 a.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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City hears request for stop signs

From “CITY,” Page 1

small bonfire to roast hot dogs
and other food.

Fire Chief Bob McLemore
said that Jay, who has been or-
ganizing the event for several
years, wanted to have the fire in
a 50-gallon drum or metal fire
pit.

He said he thought it would
be okay if the fire was carefully
managed.

“I said if they keep it small,
keep it supervised, it would
probably be okay,” he said.

McLemore said that if the
fire is placed in the middle of
the street, there will be room to
get emergency vehicles to pass
through on either side if need
be. The council approved the
request.

McGreer, the City Council
and City Attorney John Gatz
then entered a closed session for
about 10 minutes.

After the session was over,
the council approved a request
by Gatz to hire attorney Jerry
Fairbanks as special counsel at
his usual rate of $250 an hour
to compel the trustees of a trust
fund from the late Jack Kriss to

comply with wishes expressed
in the fund, which were not dis-
cussed during the meeting.

The discussions which fol-
lowed centered on city infra-
structure.

Recreation Director Stacy Jas-
per asked for two scoreboards in
the Community Building to be
replaced because they are prone
to malfunctions, including “a
very random buzzer attack™ at a
recent game.

“It’s embarrassing when that
happens in the middle of the
game,” she said.

Pepsi bought the scoreboards
around 1995 in return for spon-
sorship, Jasper said, and she
spoke to a Pepsi representative
before the meeting. She was un-
able to get Pepsi to commit to
replacing the signs, but thought
that a sponsorship might still be
possible.

She got a quote for about
$8,000 for two scoreboards, a
sponsorship logo and a control-
ler, and later said that the score-
boards would cost about $8,500
with shipping and handling.
Since the scoreboards were the
same model, she said, the wiring
was already in place.

In the event of there being no
sponsorship, McGreer said, the
scoreboards could be paid for
out of money in the recreation
budget left over from this year.
He also asked Financial Direc-
tor Debbie Zerr about other re-
serve funds in the city budget
that could be used as well.

Public Works Director Omar
Weber suggested the council
look into constructing restrooms
at a utility building at “South
Franklin Park,” the area next to
Colby Aquatic Park with trees
and concrete walking trails.

Weber pointed out that the
park has grown quickly “and
now it’s grown into maybe we
need bathrooms.”

A utility room will also be re-
quired to hold the controls for
the sprinkler lines that are being
installed, Weber said, and the
ideal place for this room would
be in the same building as a rest-
room.

Although the bathroom has
not been planned yet, he said,
the city needs to make a deci-
sion on the utility room.

He suggested the council
consider where to build the re-
strooms, and more importantly

how to pay for them, since
he estimated that a building
with heating, lighting and run-
ning water would cost at least
$20,000 to $25,000.

Zerr pointed out that $7,500
was placed in each of the city’s
parks and special parks budgets
for next year for playground
equipment, which might also be
used to pay for the building.

McGreer suggested looking
at some of the legal language
regarding sales taxes to pay for
the parking lots by the Aquatic
Park, which might allow the
money to be put to several dif-
ferent uses.

Councilman Tim Hutfles sug-
gested placing crushed chunks
of concrete on top of the parking
lot that is being ripped out next
to the Community Building, so
the parking lot can be used this
winter.

During further discussion,
Weber said that $15,000 in the
city budget, which had been ear-
marked to improve a snow re-
moval route, might be used for
the project.

McGreer said that the city
would look into the price of that
project.

Senator discusses key issues in Colby

From “SENATOR,” Page 1

port for a higher level of base aid per pupil to
offset the low student numbers. He pointed
out that one thing that is often overlooked
is the high graduation rate in small schools,
which compensates for the higher cost.

Schmidt took a few minutes to point out
his position as a Democrat running in a
largely Republican district.

He said one thing that is often overlooked
is that while election campaigns reflect a
partisan outlook, the person elected serves
everyone in the district, no matter whom
they voted for.

“The problem has been people voting
along partisan lines,” he said, in reference
to troubles that plagued the 2012 legislative
session. These included difficulty in passing
a budget and in completing the redistricting
process mandated by the Constitution.

“My constitutional responsibility,” he

went on, “is to represent the people of north-
west Kansas.

The tax program, passed in the final
days of the session, is another major issue,
Schmidt said.

“The issue is how we’re going to deal
with this.” He cited a report from the Leg-
islative Research Department, which indi-
cates a $2-billion deficit projected by 2018,
based on the tax cuts passed.

“If we reduce the budget, what programs
will take a hit?” he asked. He said that about
20 percent of the population in this part of
the state is seniors, many on fixed incomes.
The likelihood of income tax cuts transfer-
ring to higher property taxes was raised.

Schmidt sees a need for economic de-
velopment, which will not happen, he said,
until there is housing available for workers,
particularly rental housing — “a place for
people to land.”

Without development, he predicted re-

duced services in all departments of the
state government.

When asked if living near the eastern edge
of the 40th District would make it difficult
to stay in contact with the whole area, he
said it is proving difficult to get around, but
he enjoys getting back into rural areas.

He grew up on the dairy farm where he
lives today and attended Thomas More Prep
in Hays.

Graduating from the University of Kansas
on an ROTC scholarship, he was commis-
sioned as a second lieutenant and returned
to Fort Hays State University for a master’s
in school psychology before entering active
duty in the Army Medical Service Corps.

After four years in Alaska, he and his wife
Ellen returned to operate the dairy farm for
13 years, while he remained in the Army
Reserves.

He returned to active duty in 1994, retir-
ing in 2009.

Kansas court upholds limits on damages in suits

From “COURT,” Page 1

urged the justices to uphold the
1988 law, arguing that it keeps
insurance premiums affordable
and creates a better economic
climate.

The high court already up-
held the law in a 1990 ruling,
but none of the seven current
justices were on the court at the
time. Still, in today’s ruling, the
court rejected arguments from
Miller’s attorneys that the cap
violated the Bill of Rights of the
Kansas Constitution. One sec-
tion says the right to trial by jury

shall be “inviolate,” and another
guarantees the right to “remedy
by due course of law.”

However, the court returned
the case to Douglas County with
an order that the district court
reinstate $100,000 in damages
awarded by the jury for Miller’s
future economic losses, which
the judge also rejected.

In today’s 5-2 ruling, the Su-
preme Court acknowledged that
the cap affects rights guaranteed
by the Bill of Rights but said the
justices have long recognized
that legislators can take such a
step if an “adequate substitute
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remedy” is provided. It said that
in Miller’s case, the substitute
is a state law requiring doctors
to carry malpractice insurance,
creating a guarantee that awards
against them will be paid.

The justices also noted that
Kansas has no cap on awards
for economic damages, as some
other states do. The majority
said it wasn’t fully convinced
that the 1990 ruling was incor-
rect, even though it is “trou-

bling” that the cap on non-eco-
nomic damages hasn’t increased
to account for inflation since the
law’s enactment.

The dissenters, Justices Carol
Beier and Lee Johnson, said the
cap violates the state constitu-
tion’s Bill of Rights.

Miller did not immediately re-
turn a telephone message seek-
ing comment. Attorney William
Skepnek also wasn’t immediate-
ly available to comment.

Briefly
Briefly
Special Olympics to
hold bowling tourney
Kansas Special Olympics will have a
west region bowling tournaments Sat-
urday morning at the Colby Fun Bowl.
Come see teams from Hays, WaKeeney,
Atwood, Plainville, Russell, Oakley and
Colby compete. Check-in is at 9 a.m.

and the games start at 9:45. For details,
contact Jane Mentlick at 460-2818.

Baptist church plans
community feed

Everyone is invited to come and
bring a friend to a hamburger and hot-
dog feed at 5 p.m. Sunday at the First
Baptist Church on the corner of Webster
and Grant. For information, call Norma
Higerd at 462-7806.

Prairie Museum to have

college art displayed

On exhibit during October at the Prai-
rie Museum of Art and History, 1905 S.
Franklin Ave. in Colby, is a selection of
works from the art department at Colby
Community College. The pieces in the
show, created by art instructor Rebel
Jay and her students from several art
classes, utilize a variety of media in-
cluding acrylics, chalk, clay, paper and
found objects. Hours are 9 to 5 Monday
through Friday, and 1 to 5 on weekends.
There is no charge to view the exhibit.
Call Ann Miner at 460-4590 or e-mail
museumed @st-tel.net for information.

Wesleyan Church

celebrating 25 years

The Colby Wesleyan Church will
celebrate 25 years in its current build-
ing with a Homecoming Celebration
at 10 a.m. Sunday. Everyone who has
ever attended the church is invited. For-
mer pastor (1971-1992) Rich McLean’s
family (Helen, Melody and Mark) plan
to attend. Former pastor (1992-2000)
Rob Stewart and his wife Barb will at-
tend and he will give the morning mes-
sage. A fellowship dinner will follow
the service. For information, call Joy
Rothfuss at 462-8391.

Seniors plan potluck

at Presbyterian Church
The group More Fun Together plans a
potluck for people 50 or older who are
alone, widowed, divorced, separated or
who have partners in nursing homes at
6 p.m. Tuesday at the First Presbyterian
Church. Bring a dish to share; table ser-
vice and beverage will be provided. For
information, call 462-6342.

Sen. Moran'’s staff
available to cut red tape

A member of Sen. Moran’s staff
will be available from 1:15 to 2 p.m.
Wednesday in the commissioner’s room
at the Thomas County Courthouse to
assist Kansans who are experiencing
difficulties with Social Security, Medi-
care and veterans’ benefits or have other
concerns regarding federal issues. For
information, call Margaret Gabelmann
at (785) 628-6401.
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Tina Schrick

Thomas County Health Department
350 S. Range, Ste 2
Colby, KS 67701

785.460.4595 Fax

The Thomas County Health Department would like to thank the community volunteers that helped with
our 2012 Mass Flu Clinic Exercise on September 25, 2012. Because of our volunteers we were able to
vaccinate over 220 people in less than 4 hours. The clinic helped us prepare and practice for a public
health event. We would also like to thank S&T for allowing us to use their wireless hot spot for the day!

Colby Community College Nursing Department ---...................

Runell Gordon
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