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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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LOSS OF HEARING,
LOSS OF BREATH AND
LOSS OF ARGUMENTS
WITH YOUR WIFE!
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I TRIPPED WHILE
TRYING 70 PUT THE
FOOD ON THE TABLE /

[ I'M READING

I THINK I HAVE
COUGH! COUGH/
CANINE \NFLUENZA,

BETTER KNOWN AS
WENNEL COUGH.

Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters
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Todd the Dinosaur °
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Y\  WHY CAN‘T JACKIE
AND RALPH KEEP THEIR
STUFF IN THE GUEST
S ROOM AND YOUR MOM
AND GERALD, UH...

‘paAIasal SIYBLI PLIOA DU ‘91edIpuAks saanjeay uty 4q Z10Z @

AND THE DOGS THAT
THOSE OTHER DOGS

HAVE SNIFFED/
4OU'RE SNIFFING.
AND ALL THE DOGS THAT
THIRD GROUP OF POGS
HAVE SNIFFED HURE..

WHERE ARE
THEY STAYING

" I WALKED IN
ON GRANDMA AND
HER BF CUDDLING IN
MY ROOM, SO I'M
HYSTERICALLY BLIND
AND SLEEPING ON
THE COUCH FOREVER.
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’| ® Antiques and

Collecting

Thfee handles

mark tankard

Q: My grandfather left us a three-handled
porcelain tankard decorated with a blue and
white medieval scene of a man and woman
sitting at a table. The stamped mark on the
bottom is a leafy wreath encircling a fancy
monogram that appears to be “CAC.” Under
the wreath is the word “Lenox.” How old is
my tankard? Could it have been made by the
same Lenox company that’s still around?

A: Your three-handled tankard is called a “tyg.”
Tygs were filled with liquor and passed around
the table after a big meal.

“CAC” stands for Ceramic Art Co., a firm
founded in Trenton, N.J., in 1889 by Walter Scott
Lenox (1859-1920) and Jonathan Coxon (1843-
1911). Coxon sold his share of the company to
Lenox in 1896, but the company’s name didn’t
change to Lenox Inc. until 1906. It is the same
Lenox that is still in business, although its owner-
ship has changed.

The mark on your tyg was used from about
1896 to 1906, the decade when Ceramic Art Co.
was solely owned by Walter Scott Lenox. So it’s
an antique. If it’s in excellent condition, it would
sell for more than $100.

Q: I own an interesting tattered, trimmed
and mended scarf about 23 inches square. The
design on it is printed in red and white and
includes portraits of French government of-
ficials. The title in a banner at the top reads,
“Fourth Year of the French Republic 1795,
Dresses of the Representatives of the People.”

Another banner at the bottom reads, ‘“Mem-
bers of the Two Councils and of the Executive
Directory: also of the Ministers, Judges, Mes-
sengers, Ushers and Other Public Officers.”
My uncle is supposed to have brought this
back from France after World War 1. But why
is it in English? And was it made for tourists?

A: Your antique textile probably dates from
much earlier than World War I. It is copied from
a print published in a 1796 book with the same
title as your textile.

The book was first published in France, but was
soon translated into English. It shows the proper
dress of government officials in the French Re-
public. This was the era of the French Revolu-
tion, and people in England were curious about
what was going on in France.

It is likely the English were amused by some of
the clothes shown in the print, too, because many
of the officials were expected to wear uniforms
that look like Roman togas. If your textile were in
tip-top shape, it could be very valuable. As it is, it
might be best to donate it to a historical society.

Q: I have one antique andiron from a set
that belonged to my great-aunt, the niece of
John Deere, founder of the tractor company.
Is one andiron worth half as much as a pair?

A: Unfortunately, a single andiron would sell
for considerably less than half the price of a pair.
Even if a collector did not want to use the and-
iron, one does not display as well as two. And
John Deere’s fame, in this case, is of no help.

Tip: Put a pad under a small rug to keep it from
slipping. The pad also protects it from wear.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
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The bidding:
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4 NT Pass
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A Delicate Deduction

Let’s say you’re West and South gets to six
spades on the bidding shown. You’re on lead, and
the question is whether to lead the jack of hearts
or the jack of diamonds. The suits are exactly the
same, and offhand, your choice of which jack to
lead would seem to be a tossup.

However, as in many similar situations, there is
an inference you can draw that should persuade
you to lead a diamond, which defeats the slam,
rather than a heart, which lets declarer make it.

The reason for the diamond lead lies in East’s
pass of North’s five-heart bid. The pass is signifi-
cant in a negative way: If East had desired a heart
lead against the slam toward which North-South
seemed headed, he presumably would have dou-
bled five hearts. East’s failure to double suggests
lack of interest in a heart lead.

To illustrate the point in a different way, let’s
suppose East held the K-Q-8-7-5 of hearts in-
stead of diamonds. In that case, he surely would
have doubled five hearts to induce West to lead
a heart.

Of course, East might have no preference at all
for either red suit, in which case his pass of five
hearts would be meaningless. But in the long run,
East’s silence is more likely to imply diamond
strength than heart strength, so West would do
better to choose a diamond lead if he has no good
reason to do otherwise.

South should probably have bid six spades di-
rectly, without bothering with Blackwood. North
was certain to have either one or two aces for his
jump-shift to three clubs, so the inquiry for aces
had the potential to be more helpful to East-West
than to North-South.
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Family Circus ° Bil Keane
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“... Room service is s’posed to
pick ‘’em up.”
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Difficulty Level % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right. g
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Cryptoquip

MZX MSCF ZYSI RMITKMTIXR

YIX YKMSCP KWLJGXMXGE

YHRTIA. § RZWTGA MXGG

MZXL MW RMWJ HXSCP KSGSY.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN EARLS AND
LORDS ARE GETTING AROUND WITH NO
PROBLEM, I SUPPOSE THAT'S NOBILITY MOBILITY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals T

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 32 Pair 54 Pop 19 Under

1 With 33 Okla- 55 “— the
5-Across, homa city Misbe- weather
fade 34 Zodiac havin’” 21 Parcel of

5 See sign land
1-Across 35 Onassis, DOWN 23 Buzz

8 Old World familiarly 1 Rory Aldrin’s
duck 36 Isolated Mcllroy’s real first

12 Inaugura- hill game name
tion 37 Berlin- 2 Bar 24 Send
recitation born 3 “Beetle forth

13 Genetic actress Bailey” 25 Discour-
stuff 40 Census dog teous

14 Comic statistics 4 Although 26 Brazen
strip 41 Slanted, 5 Quaff 27 Vicinity
possum in print 6 Hostel 28 Re

15 Lo-cal 45 Fence 7 Manages newborns

16 Squid’s opening with 32 Had a
squirt 47 Pitch what ren-

17 Acknowl- 49 Angry one has dezvous
edge 50 Verve 8 Tic 33 Biconti-

18 Gold 51 —outa 9 Gesture nental
coin living 10 Id coun- region
of old 52 PC terpart 35 Shock
Italy picture 11 “Holy and —

20 Different- 53 Dissolve cow!” 36 Wager
ly 38 Repre-

22 Berlin- Solution time: 25 mins. sentative
born HZ (\3 s . g E (|5 . 39 Weary
actress AV TESEATNTGRTATK 42 Places

26 Hack- S[T|A|R[T| I |N|G[P|o]1|N|T| 43 Press
neyed plA[LllE[r[O[s[Em[0[O] 44 Penny
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Kin I [M|O|S|A E|A|G|L|E brew

31 Miners’ - CI '\EA EJS 8 : E 48 Alias
finds abbr.
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