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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 8/30

Dear Readers: Many students across the coun-
try are now back at college or heading that way. 
Laundry can be a big problem. This may be the 
first time some are doing their own. Here are some 
Heloise Laundry 101 hints for laundry newbies:

• Sorting is vital. Wash same-colored fabrics 
together: darks, whites, etc.

• Don’t stuff the machine too full. The clothes 
won’t get clean.

• If doing laundry at a self-service laundry fa-
cility or dorm laundry room, check the machines 
before putting in your clothes. Someone may 
have left a red sock that will turn your whole load 
of whites pink!

• Pin socks together to keep from losing one. 
Fasten bra hooks together to prevent snagging, 
and turn jeans inside out to prevent fading. 

• Read the care instructions for clothes. They 
will last much longer if cared for properly.

• Don’t carry a whole bottle or box of deter-
gent. If using liquid, put only what’s needed in 
clean yogurt cups. Or for powder detergent, pour 
some in a sock or zipper-top bag.

Stains, stains and more stains seem to happen 
to students while at college. Removing a stain 
can save a favorite shirt or jeans. To learn how to 
get rid of stains, including coffee, grass, lipstick, 
ketchup, soda and many more, send $5 and a 
long, self-addressed, stamped (65 cents) to: Hel-
oise/Stain, Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 78279-
5001. FYI: Clothes left in the dryer too long? To 
remove wrinkles, add a damp towel and run the 
dryer on low for 10-15 minutes. – Heloise

CAN OPENER
Dear Heloise: Many readers have written about 

how they have a hard time opening pop-top cans. 
I turn the can upside down and open it with a can 
opener. – A Reader in Virginia

BATTERY LIFE
Dear Heloise: Why do batteries have expira-

tion dates? Can they be used beyond the date? 
– Sharon in Illinois

Sharon, yes, you can, but be aware there is a 
chance the battery might leak, and if it does, it can 
ruin the device. The batteries also could not work 
or might not last long if used after that date. 

Depending on the battery, it can have a shelf 
life of five to 10 years. Batteries made today are 
manufactured to last longer.

If it is in an appliance, check regularly for signs 
of wear, and replace when needed. I hope this 
helps you keep ticking! – Heloise

BIRD BLUNDERS
Dear Heloise: We have a picture window in our 

house birds are constantly running into. We used 
peel-and-stick decals to decorate the window. 
The birds no longer mistake it for an opening and 
hurt themselves. – A Reader in Washington

Great idea! You can hang sun catchers or rib-
bon on the window as well. I taped several strands 
of thin ribbon (about 6 inches long) on the glass, 
and it seems to deter them. – Heloise

BASIC BRUSHES
Dear Heloise: When my kids are painting, I try 

to match the paintbrush color with the paint: a red 
brush for the red paint, a yellow brush for the yel-
low, etc. This way, the paint isn’t getting mixed. 
They know which brush goes back in which paint 
cup. – A Reader in Colorado

(c)2012 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Laundry hints
help college kids

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/31

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Five spades, six diamonds. North must have 

five spades as he would not have rebid the suit 
with only four of them. Also, he cannot have only 
five diamonds, since with five spades and five di-
amonds, he would have opened the bidding with 
one spade, not one diamond. North therefore has 
six (or possibly seven) diamonds.

2. Five or six spades, five diamonds. North is 
sure to have five diamonds, having bid the suit 
twice. He cannot have only four spades since he 
would have opened one diamond with a holding 
of five diamonds and four spades. North there-
fore has either five or six spades.

3. 4-4-5-0. North should have exactly four 
spades and four hearts, having bid both suits 
secondarily, and is likely to have five diamonds, 
having bid that suit first. North could have 4-4-
4-1 distribution, but he is much more likely to be 
4-4-5-0 in this strong sequence.

4. 4-3-1-5. North almost surely has a single-
ton diamond; with 4-3-2-4 distribution, he 
would probably pass one notrump or raise to two 
notrump. The only other possibility is that North 
is 4-3-0-6, but he is much less likely to have that 
exact distribution.

5. Six hearts, five diamonds. North cannot be 
5-5 in the red suits, as he would have passed three 
notrump, having already shown at least five hearts 
and five diamonds with his third bid. North’s last 
bid therefore guarantees six hearts.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise


