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Drought leaves trees, bushes
more vulnerable to diseases

Damaging and sometimes dead-
ly cankers are beginning to show
up in high-value trees and shrubs.
The basic reason: drought’s
stranglehold on central U.S. land-
scapes.

“Our trees and shrubs have been
experiencing long-term  stress.
Last year was dry. Winter was dry.
Spring was dry, too. Things are
pretty crispy out there now, even
in areas that got several decent
rainfalls,” said Megan Kennelly,
K-State Research and Extension
plant pathologist.

Most plant diseases thrive in
wet conditions, Kennelly added.
For the pathogens that cause can-
kers, however, drought-weakened
woody plants can be prime places
to attack.

Cankers are localized dead areas
in bark, she said. They result after
a canker pathogen gains access to
inner bark through some kind of
wound — much as an infection gets
into a human scrape or cut. Once
in, the pathogen colonizes. It can
work on twigs, stems, branches
and trunks.

“Many types of injuries and
environmental stresses can fos-
ter colonization,” Kennelly said.
“Drought-stressed  ornamentals,
for example, can have root die-
back, as well as brittle branch
cracks.”

On thin-barked plants, cankers
often look like sharply defined and
slightly sunken (depressed) areas
that are off-color — a dark shade of
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red, brown or black.

“On thick or rough-barked trees,
cankers can be harder to detect. To
get a look at them, you may have
to shave off suspicious-looking
outer bark with a knife — being
careful not to injure the plant’s in-
ner tissues,” she said.

While diseased bark is dying,
it also can look water-soaked, be
resinous or exude a foul-smelling
sap.

Later on, canker pathogens may
form spore-producing structures
on top of dead bark. Their appear-
ance can range from black pepper-
like spots to small, red coral-like
clusters.

“Healthy woody plants will pro-
duce arelatively light-colored ring
of callus tissue that’s designed
to contain the canker — prevent
it from spreading. The tissue is a
built-in, natural control,” Kennelly
said. “But, some canker pathogens
are more aggressive than others.
And, stress interferes with plants’
ability to fight back.”

Certain types of tree, for ex-
ample, can end up with a target-
shaped canker that’s perennial.
It slowly enlarges as the disease
pathogen persists, colonizing each
year’s new ring of callus tissue.

In contrast, sometimes a patho-
gen’s speed is aggressive. Trees
can be disfigured or killed in a sin-
gle year if a pathogen colonizes so
rapidly that cankers totally girdle
a branch or the plant’s trunk.

Fortunately, unless other factors

are playing a part, most tree trunks
recover — even from a fairly good-
sized canker wound, she said. In
general, trees’ odds for survival
become unlikely only when a can-
ker infection is still active and has
already damaged more than a third
of the trunk’s circumference.

“You can remove a branch
that’s exhibiting active, serious
disease if you can prune at least 2
to 3 inches below the canker mar-
gin and down at the base of the
branch, to avoid leaving a stub,”
Kennelly said. “Branch pruning
won’t necessarily eliminate future
canker development, but it can
help.”

Disposing of diseased limbs
limits the number of pathogens
available to infect healthy tissues,
she said.

“In the end, though, the best
way to manage cankers is by pre-
venting them in the first place,”
Kennelly said. “That can include
avoiding mower and trimmer in-
jury. This year, it includes provid-
ing adequate irrigation.”

Advice about what’s “ade-
quate” is available at any county
or district extension office, she
said. Facts about watering mature
trees and shrubs also are online at
www.ksre ksu.edu/library/hort2/
MF2801.pdf. Advice about wa-
tering newly-planted ornamentals
is at www.ksre ksu.edu/library/
hort2/MF2800.pdf.
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COLBY POLICE
Monday

3:37 a.m. — Provided assistance
for subject with a flat tire on S.
Range to address on W. Walnut.

9:16 a.m. — Caller reported theft
of apples from trees in backyard.

10:05 a.m. — Caller reported
neighbor threw a chair at her dog.
Spoke to subjects.

11:35 a.m. — Caller reported her
daughter missing. Report filed;
was located at 2:14 p.m. All OK.

12:50 p.m. — Cell phone stolen
last Saturday night.

2:52 p.m. — Caller reported sub-
ject left small child in car seat in
vehicle and went inside Walmart.
Spoke to subject on traffic stop.

9:01 p.m. — Caller reported ve-
hicle leaving residence at high

speed. Contacted all parties.
Tuesday

9 a.m. — Subject brought cell
phone to station found at Frank-
lin and Third. Owner came and
picked it up.

11:46 a.m. — Caller reported
vehicle parked in alley. Vehicle
posted.

12:06 p.m. — Identity theft: sub-
ject advised of someone trying to
open credit card in her name. Re-
port filed.

12:11 p.m. — Caller reported
parked trailer. Located owner.

8:40 p.m. — Report filed for theft
of bicycle.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Monday
10:02 a.m. — Rawlins County

Sheriff’s Office received report
of cattle out in the 2300 block of
K-25. All OK; were inside hot
fence.

10:51 a.m. — Oakley Police re-
ported cow out at High Plains
Campground. Unable to locate.

10:51 a.m. — Caller reported
her dog attacked by another dog.
Spoke to all subjects.

10:48 p.m. — Report filed on
traffic complaint in Rexford.

Tuesday

9:42 a.m. — Report filed about
bull at large on Aug. 13.

7:23 p.m. — Booked Steven
Cox.

8:35 p.m. — Accident with deer
on U.S. 24.

Property Transfers

Real Estate recorded
July 13 to Aug. 13

The following real estate trans-
actions have been reported by the
Thomas County register of deeds:

e July 31, Ronald D. and Krista
A. Alexander to Jean M. Johnson;
Lot 6, Block 2, Colby Pine Hill
Addition.

e July 31, Norman L. and Betty
J. Behring to Ronald D. and Krista
A. Alexander; west 82.5” of south
18 of Lot 13 and west 82.5° of
Lots 14-15, Block 76, Colby West
Addition.

* Aug. 1, Hodges Family Trust
to Robert and Connie Renner
Trust; NW/4 of Sec. 16, T9, R32.

* Aug. 1, Derald D. Nye Trust to
Robert and Connie Renner Trust;
NW/4 of Sec. 16, T9, R32.

* Aug. I, Larry L. Chambers to
Thomas H. and Brenda L. Thomp-
son; Lot 7, Block 2, Colby West-
wood Subdivision.

e Aug. 1, Larry L. Chambers to
Thomas H. and Brenda L. Thomp-
son; south 40’ of Lots 1-4, Block
10, Colby Gilmore and Larson
Subdivision.

e Aug. 1, Larry L. Chambers
to Thomas H. and Brenda L.
Thompson; north 2/5 of Lots 17-
20, Block 10, Colby Gilmore and
Larson Subdivision.

e Aug. 1, Larry L. Chambers to
Thomas H. and Brenda L. Thomp-
son; Lot 1, Block 4, Colby Swart-

wood First Addition.

* Aug. 2, Michael S. and Sharon
L. Shirley to Paul and Danita M.
Fisher; tract of SE/4 of Sec. 7, T8,
R33.

e Aug. 3, Norman L. and Betty
J. Behring to Mary Pat McLaugh-
lin; Lots 42-45 less tract, Block
127, Colby North Addition.

* Aug. 3, Martin Lee and Cece-
lia Anne Rinehart to John Henry
Rinehart; E/2 of Lot 7 and W/2 of
Lot 8, Block 4, Colby Swartwood
First Addition.

e Aug. 3, quit claim deed, Mar-
guerite L. Black to Keith and
Marceil Gilbert; Lots 4-7, Block
6, Havice Addition Rexford.

* Aug. 3, quit claim deed, Mar-
guerite L. Black to Keith and
Marceil Gilbert; Lots 4-7, Block
6, Havice Addition Rexford.

* Aug. 6, Rose Mae Schulte to
Kevin W. and Susan K. Wark;
SW/4 of Sec. 13, T7,R31.

e Aug. 6, Mitchell A. and Caro-
lyn E. Griffin to Trevor Karol and
Jamie Lee Willemsen; Lots 3-4
and north 7’ of Lot 5, Block 39,
Colby South Park Annex.

* Aug. 7, Robert M. and Geor-
getta K. Schoenfeld to Jayson R.
and Jennifer R. Schoenfeld; tract
of N/2 of Sec. 12, T10, R33.

* Aug. 7, Jayson R. and Jennifer
R. Schoenfeld to Jayson R. and
Jennifer R. Schoenfeld; N/2 of
Sec. 12, T10,R33.

* Aug. 7, Earle D. and Betty S.
Rice to Dwight M. and Rebecca
A. Williams; Lot 6, Block 5, Col-
by Eastern Heights Addition.

* Aug. 8, Kenneth C. and Court-
ney Ann McCarty to Kenneth C.
and Courtney Ann McCarty; Lots
13-15, Block 15, Colby Gilmore
and Larson Subdivision.

e Aug. 10, EL. McCormick
Trust A to Brenda Keith; SE/4 of
Sec. 13, T7,R31; NW/4 and SE/4
of Sec. 24,T7,R31.

e Aug. 10, EL. McCormick
Trust B to Beth Welsh; SE/4 of
Sec. 13, T7,R31; NW/4 and SE/4
of Sec. 24, T7,R31.

* Aug. 10, E.L. McCormick
Trust C to Karen O’Neal; SE/4 of
Sec. 13, T7,R31; NW/4 and SE/4
of Sec.24,T7,R31.

e Aug. 10, McCormick Family
Trust No. 1 to Brenda Keith; Sec.
24,T7,R31; SE/4 of Sec. 13, T7,
R31.

* Aug. 10, McCormick Family
Trust No. 2 to Beth Welsh; Sec.
24,T7,R31; SE/4 of Sec. 13, T7.
R31.

e Aug. 10, McCormick Family
Trust No. 3 to Karen O’Neal; Sec.
24,T7,R31; SE/4 of Sec. 13, T7,
R31.

* Aug. 10, McKee Inc. to Parker
and Whitney McKee; Lots 2-3,
Block 30, Colby South View Ad-
dition.

Study finds surgery might prevent diabetes

By Marilynn Marchione
AP Chief Medical Writer

Doctors are reporting a new
benefit from weight-loss surgery
— preventing diabetes. Far fewer
obese people developed that dis-
ease if they had stomach-shrink-
ing operations rather than usual
care to try to slim down, a large
study in Sweden found.

The results, published in last
Thursday’s New England Journal
of Medicine, are provoking fresh
debate about when adjustable
bands and other bariatric proce-
dures should be offered.

It is “provocative and exciting”
that surgery can prevent diabetes,
but it is “impractical and unjusti-
fied” to think of doing it on mil-
lions of obese adults, Dr. Danny
Jacobs, a Duke University sur-
geon, wrote in a commentary in
the medical journal.

Dr. Mitchell Roslin, bariatric
surgery chief at Lenox Hill Hospi-
tal in New York, disagreed.

“If surgery is the only treat-
ment we have, we have to accept
the cost ramifications of that” and
give up “the naive notion” that we
can just teach severely obese peo-
ple how to lose weight, said Ros-
lin, who consults for some makers
of bariatric surgery equipment.

Millions of Americans have
Type 2 diabetes brought on by
obesity. Earlier this year, two stud-
ies showed that obesity surgery
can reverse diabetes and keep it
away for many years, possibly for
good.

The new study went a step
further, to see if it could prevent
diabetes in the first place among
people who are obese.

Researchers led by Dr. Lars
Sjostrom of Sahlgrenska Univer-
sity Hospital in Gothenburg, Swe-
den, tracked 1,658 patients who
had bariatric surgery — mostly
bands and stomach stapling — and
1,771 similar patients who just got
usual care and counseling on how
to lose weight.

None had diabetes when the
study began. After about 10 years
on average among those still in
the study, 392 developed diabetes
in the usual care group versus 110
in the surgery group. Researchers
calculated that surgery had re-
duced the odds of getting diabetes
by 78 percent.

That is ‘“absolutely remark-
able,” said Dr. Philip Schauer, a
Cleveland Clinic surgeon who
also has consulted for some sur-
gery equipment makers and thinks
surgery should be used more often
for obesity.

Weight-loss  surgery  costs
$15,000 to $25,000, and Medicare
often covers it for diabetics. Pro-
ponents note that complications
of diabetes and obesity are expen-
sive, too, especially if dialysis or a
kidney transplant is needed.

The government recently low-
ered the weight limits for gastric
band surgery for those with diabe-
tes or heart disease.
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Directory call Sharon
or Kathryn today at
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Auto | Home | Life

Call today to sea how | maka Insurance simple
and can halp you protect what matters most
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Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights

ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

sespamny 501 22 comenons

Wood Shingles Licansed white TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bondad Modified Sysiems
Stone Coated Seel Insurad Bullt up SysiBms

Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES  Elasiomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

7 (800) 611-6735

ww MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Residential * Free Estimates

Commercial *
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THOMAS

punty INSURAMCE AGENCY
Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

* For great coveraga
Representing many companies to it i,

=envice comact mal

provide all your insurance needs:

* Farm and Crop Insurance

* Inland Farine, Builders Risk
® Ao Service

* Home, Auto, Boat, Moloecycle, BV

» Commercial Praperty, Automaobiles
» Gieneral Liabilitg, Workers Compensation

155 W Sth Street = 785.462.3963

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Mobile Home
Lots for Rent

5175 Month
fincludes water sewer & sionage shed)
EREE Month with approved application

Friendly Acres
Muolkile Home Park
1150 5. Franklin, Colby

Call 785-462-6445

Callus or
stop by!

Dr. Tom Barlow

DENTIST

785-460-7538

Appointments
Headily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

Baalmann

Mortuary

190 8. Franklin = PO, Box 391 = Colby, KS 67701
(785)462-2331
“Family Serving Families™
* Funeral & Cremation Services
 Monuments & Prearrangements
| All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored |
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Live at the resart in your

RV Qakley/Colby!

Prime Rib

pow LAkt
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785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. » Colby, KS

* Body Shop and Collision Repair

* Contrachors

* Restauranis

* Salons and Day Spas

= Sirip Malls, Condomindunms

» Chunches, Schools, Day Care Centers

Danniz A. Tubba/Agent

PO. Box 606 » 490 M. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 « Fax: 785-462-3752
diubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

Live in your BV at the #1
rated RY rezort in Kanzas.
$495 monthly rent - includes
weater, sewer, alactric & cabla TV!
Swirmming poaol, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available,
clubhouse and leundry room, and store!

Weonk have a fow sites avaiable for monthiy guests, so cal us now
High Plains RV Rasont « (T85)672-3538 « www HighPlairsCamping.com

We sall PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!




