
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/20

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 8/17

Famous Hand
Italy defeated the United States in the 1965 

world team championship staged in Buenos Ai-
res, Argentina, but the American team did well at 
both tables on this deal.

At the first table, the U.S. East-West pair got 
to three spades on the bidding shown. The Italian 
South could have made three diamonds, but he 
was denied the opportunity to bid it by the Amer-
ican pair’s pre-emptive tactics.

West should have gone down one, but the de-
fense slipped. North led the queen of diamonds 
and continued with a diamond to South’s king. 
South then played a third diamond, on which 
West discarded a heart as North ruffed with the 
jack.

North returned a low heart to South’s ace, and 
South led a fourth round of diamonds. West dis-
carded a club as dummy ruffed with the six, and 
a trump lead from dummy allowed West to claim 
the rest of the tricks after the king appeared.

At the second table, where B. Jay Becker and 
Dorothy Hayden were seated North-South for the 
U.S., the bidding took a dramatic turn:

Mrs. Hayden’s three-notrump call, though 
highly unusual, was well-judged. With the ex-
pected low-spade lead -- assuming West had the 
ace, which seemed likely -- she could count nine 
tricks in notrump.

West led the queen of spades, and Mrs. Hayden, 
thanks to her bold bid, eventually finished with 
10 tricks to net the American team a gain of 770 
points. It is true that, with the jack of spades in the 
North hand, three notrump could not be defeated 
with any lead, but getting there was nevertheless 
a coup of the first order.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Ancient Roman iridescent glass dug up in Is-
rael is now being featured in modern jewelry. 
One of the jewelry designers told viewers of a 
late-night shopping channel that the thin layer of 
iridescence called “patina” was taken from the 
ancient glass and assembled flake by flake on a 
base used to create new jewelry. 

A chemical reaction causes buried glass to form 
the iridescent layer. We have seen 1950s bottles 
buried in a damp location that show this type of 
iridescence. 

Artists have admired this glass iridescence 
since the early 1800s. In 1817, a man from Scot-
land patented a way to iridize glass, but the glass 
that collectors like today, the kind with a golden 
iridescence, was made by Ludwig Lobmeyr of 
Austria-Hungary in 1873. 

Other glass artists, including Louis Comfort 
Tiffany, began making their own type of irides-
cent glass. Some of the factories that made gold 
iridescent glass and the date they started are: 
Glasfabrik Johann Loetz-Witwe (1890), Wilhelm 
Kralik Sohn (1890s), Tiffany (1896), Koloman 
Moser (1900), Quezal Art Glass Co. (1901) and 
Steuben Glass Co. (1903). 

Carnival glass, a less expensive and very dif-
ferent-looking type of iridescent glass, was made 
after 1908. 

Collectors and even experts often cannot iden-
tify the maker of a gold iridescent glass piece be-
cause the pieces are all so similar. And modern 
glassmakers can produce similar glass pieces, 
too, so there is much confusion. The most expen-
sive and most popular is Tiffany gold glass.

Q: I would like to know the age and make 
of my cast-iron toy gun. It’s marked “TG-27” 
and has a nub on the bottom and a short bar-
rel. It probably opens at the grip. My brother 
repainted the entire gun to cover up rust.

A: Your toy is a cap gun made by the National 
Toy Co. The nub on the bottom of the grip lifts up 
to show where the caps should be loaded. 

Although the company didn’t officially incor-
porate until 1914, your cap gun likely dates from 
1911. The company’s products were successful 
and sold in stores like FAO Schwarz. Since your 
cap gun is repainted, its value is very low.

Tip: Do not display carnival glass made before 
1910 in direct sunlight. The glass, introduced in 
1907, will turn purple or brown and its iridescent 
finish may fade.

Terry Kovel answers as many questions as pos-
sible through the column. We cannot guarantee 
the return of any photograph, but if a stamped 
envelope is included, we will try. The volume of 
mail makes personal answers or appraisals im-
possible. Write to Kovels, (Colby Free Press), 
King Features Syndicate, 300 W. 57th St., New 
York, N.Y. 10019.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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