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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 8/09

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 8/08

Rescuing a Lost Cause
Assume you’re declarer at four hearts and 

West leads the jack of spades. There seems to be 
nothing to the play, but when you win the spade 
with dummy’s queen and lead a trump to your 
queen, East shows out, and you discover that the 
10 “sure” tricks you started with are not nearly as 
certain as you thought they were.  

Let’s say you next cash the A-K of spades, dis-
carding a diamond from dummy, and then, with 
fingers crossed, play the A-K-Q of clubs, hoping 
West will follow suit. But West ruffs the third 
club and shifts to a diamond, and you go down 
one. 

You might lament that you were extremely un-
lucky to run into a 5-0 trump split as well as a 5-2 
club division, but when you think about it a bit 
more, you realize that you could -- and should – 
have made the contract. 

Instead of discarding a diamond from dummy 
when you cashed the A-K of spades, you should 
have discarded the queen of clubs! You could then 
play dummy’s A-K of clubs, lead a low trump to 
your ten and play the ten of clubs, ruffing it with 
dummy’s king if necessary. This sequence of 
plays would have yielded your 10th trick. 

Actually, there’s nothing fancy about this play 
– it just looks fancy. It cannot cost you a trick to 
discard the queen of clubs, and at the same time 
it significantly increases your chances of making 
the contract. Indeed, had the queen of clubs been 
the deuce of clubs, you would surely have adopt-
ed this approach and easily made the contract.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: I have an old Cuff ‘n’ Collar Maker with 
original patterns and attachments. It was made 
by Wheeler & Wilson of Bridgeport, Conn., 
and lists patent dates in 1850, 1851, 1852 and 
1865. It is not a regular sewing machine. No 
one I talk to knows what it is. 

A: Wheeler, Wilson & Co. was founded by 
Allen B. Wilson and Nathaniel Wheeler in Wa-
tertown, Mass., in about 1851. Wilson was a 
cabinetmaker who patented his first sewing ma-
chine in 1850. The company became Wheeler & 
Wilson Manufacturing Co. in 1853 and moved 
to Bridgeport in 1856. At one point, it was the 
largest manufacturer of sewing machines in the 
world. 

The detachable collar was invented in 1827, 
and detachable cuffs in about 1845. Wheeler & 
Wilson designed a sewing machine to make col-
lars and cuffs as well as shirts, and claimed that 
an operator could make “80 to 100 dozen collars” 
in a day by using its machines instead of sewing 
the collars by hand. 

The company also made other special sewing 
machines, including ones for buttonholes, corsets 
and boots. Wheeler & Wilson was taken over by 
Singer in 1905, but sewing machines under the 
Wheeler & Wilson name continued to be made 
until 1913.

Q: I have an autographed photo of Satchel 
Paige in a baseball uniform. What is its val-
ue?

 A: Leroy Robert “Satchel” Paige (1906-1982) 
was a professional pitcher who played for many 
different teams during his long career. A black 
player, he had to pitch in the Negro leagues be-
fore the major leagues were integrated. 

In 1948 Paige debuted in the majors with the 
Cleveland Indians at the age of 42, making him 
both the oldest player ever to debut in MLB and 
the seventh to integrate it. Paige pitched for the 
Indians, St. Louis Browns and Kansas City Ath-
letics before ending his career in 1966. 

In 1971 Paige became the first player to be 
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame as a Negro 
leagues player. An autographed photo of Paige 
in his Browns uniform recently sold for $253 at 
auction. 

Q: I have an old hand-cranked candy-mak-
ing machine. It has several attachments to 
make lozenges and other hard candies. The 
label on it reads “Thos. Mills & Bro. Inc., 
Confectioners & Bakers Tolls, Philadelphia.” 
What is it worth?

 A: Thos. Mills & Bro. was founded in Philadel-
phia in about 1864 by Thomas and George Mills. 
The company made equipment for confectioners, 
bakers and ice-cream makers. It was best-known 
for its clear toy candy molds and other confec-
tionary equipment. A Thos. Mills & Bro. candy 
press identical to yours with extra attachments 
recently sold for $529 at auction.

Terry Kovel answers as many questions as 
possible through the column. The volume of mail 
makes personal answers or appraisals impos-
sible. Write to Kovels, (Colby Free Press), King 
Features Syndicate, 300 W. 57th St., New York, 
NY 10019.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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Machine sewed
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