
Although this night sky region 
has nothing to do with current 
“tea party” politics, it does in-
volve shameless deceit involving 
the two signature constellations 
of summer – Sagittarius and Scor-
pius.

You’re probably familiar with 
the story of the Trojan Horse in 
which the Greeks used a gift horse 
to entice the city of Troy to lower 
its defenses, making it vulnerable 
to a sneak attack.

Here the trickster is Sagit-
tarius the Centaur-archer who 
disguises himself as a cosmic 
teapot to entice his neighbors, 
Scorpius the Scorpion and Lu-
pus the Wolf, into a deadly trap. 
Inviting them over for a neigh-
borly cup of tea, he intends to 
shoot them with his bow and ar-
row when they get within range. 
Nearby is the Corona Australis, 
the Southern Crown.

The drama occurs far to the 
south with its players visible in 
the early evenings of summer. The 
story ends like another classic – 
the one about the lady or the tiger. 
We are left to wonder if the scor-
pion and wolf will be deceived by 
Sagittarius’ disguise, or perhaps 
they’ve also heard the Trojan 
Horse story.

Sagittarius looks more like a 
teapot than an archer, and Scor-
pius, with some imagination, 
does resemble a scorpion with 
his hooked tail to the lower left, 
pincers to the upper right, and the 
bright reddish star Antares as his 
head. Lupus, partly below the ho-
rizon, doesn’t look like much of 
anything, and Corona Australis is 
so faint and near the horizon as to 
be nearly unnoticeable.

The heart of the Milky Way 
galaxy runs through Scorpius and 
Sagittarius, making it one of the 
richest areas. When viewed from 
beyond city lights, the brightest 
part of the Milky Way looks like 
steam arising from the spout of the 
Sagittarius’ teapot.

 August 2012
Night Sky Events

Held at arm’s length, the width 
of your fi st is 10º and the width of 
your index fi nger is 1º. The width 
of a full Moon is 1⁄2º. 1 Wednes-
day: Lammas, a cross-quarter day 
celebrating the middle of sum-
mer.

1 Wednesday: The full Moon is 
called the Grain Moon and Green 
Corn Moon.

7 Tuesday evening: Slow-mov-
ing Saturn, spending the entire 

month less than 5° above Virgo’s 
alpha star Spica, passes closest 
tonight.

9 Thursday morning: The 
Moon is at third quarter.

10 Friday morning: The wan-
ing gibbous Moon passes within 
4° to the upper right of the Pleia-
des star cluster although its glare 
will rather overpower the lovely 
cluster.

11 Saturday morning: The 
Moon has now moved just above 
Jupiter, Aldebaran and the Hyades 
star cluster.

11 Saturday all night: The Per-
seid meteor shower peaks with no 
Moon interference until after mid-
night.

13 Monday morning: The 
waning crescent Moon is 4° above 
Venus low in the east before dawn 
– and is 8° below the “morning 
star” the next morning.

13 Monday evening: Spica 
(bottom), Mars (middle), and Sat-
urn align low in the west south-
west; they are nearly equal in 
brightness and will fi t within the 
same fi eld of view of most binocu-
lars.

14 Tuesday evening: Reddish 
Mars passes within 3° of creamy 
Saturn.

15 Wednesday morning: Ve-
nus is at greatest elongation 46° 
west of the rising Sun.

15 Wednesday morning: The 
thin waning crescent Moon is 
8° to the upper right of Mercury 
low in the east as dawn begins to 
break.

16 Thursday morning: Mer-
cury is at greatest elongation 19° 
from the rising Sun with an ever-
thin crescent Moon to its lower 
right.

17 Friday: The Moon is new.
18 Saturday morning: Mer-

cury passes 2° to the right of the 
Beehive star cluster near the east 
northeastern horizon about an 
hour before sunset; binoculars 
will help with the lovely but faint 
star cluster.

21 Tuesday early evening: The 
waxing crescent Moon, the star 
Spica (lower right), Saturn (up-
per right), and Mars (upper left) 
form a tight lumpy-jawed square 

very low in the west 
southwest at dusk; 
all four will be seen 
within the same fi eld 
of view of most bin-
oculars and should 
be pretty awesome.

24 Friday: Nep-
tune is at opposition 
– on the opposite 

side of Earth from the Sun.
24 Friday evening: The Moon 

is at fi rst quarter.
31 Friday: The full Moon, be-

ing the second for the month, is 
called a Blue Moon although the 
name has nothing to do with its 
color.

Naked-eye Planets
The Sun, Moon and planets rise 

in the east and set in the west due 
to Earth’s west-to-east rotation on 
its axis.

Evenings: Mars, Saturn
Morning: Mercury, Venus, Ju-

piter
• Mercury starts the month in 

the glare of the rising Sun, quickly 
emerges low in the east, reaches 
it best by mid-month, and begins 
dipping back into the Sun’s glare 
by month’s end.

• Venus, the brilliant “morning 
star,” is at its highest above the 
rising Sun in latter August. 

• Mars, low in the west south-
west in the early evening, now 
sets before midnight.

• Jupiter, rising in the wee 
hours, is well up in the east by 
morning, and further above the 
much brighter Venus.

• Saturn, in the west southwest 
in the evening, sets before mid-
night early in the month and soon 
after sunset by month’s end; it is 
nearing the end of its 2012 eve-
ning appearance.

Perseid Meteor Shower
The Perseid meteor shower 

is predicted to peak in the early 
morning of Sunday, Aug. 12, 
thus there might be increased me-
teor activity either or both of two 
nights – Aug. 11/12 and 12/13. 
The best viewing will likely be 
from dark until the Moon rises an 
hour or two after midnight. Mete-
ors are best seen with naked eyes 
from less light-polluted rural ar-
eas. In a reclined position, slowly 
pan the entire sky while focusing 
attention on the darkest part which 
is usually overhead.
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•   Family Practice
•   Adult Medicine
•   Diabetic Care
•   Disease Management 
•   Preventative Medicine 
•   Obstetrics and C-sections
•   Pediatrics
•   Sports Medicine

We make HOME LOANS Easy & Convenient 
 

We are your Lender & Servicer 
- Competitive Rates 

- Personal Service with Someone  
You Know & Trust 

- Borrow here, Pay here 
 

*Annual Percentage Rates listed above are based on a $100,000.00 loan with an 80% loan to value and 30-day rate lock.  The payment reflects a 
monthly principal and interest payment excluding monthly taxes and insurance.  Rates may change without notice subject to market conditions.  

 

Apply ONLINE from the convenience of your home at www.wsbks.com or 
stop by our office at:  

2080 S. Franklin, Suite 4, Colby, KS 
785-462-2151 

 
         Ï Quality Tradition You Can TrustÓ        

                

 

Conventional Loan Interest Rates  
 Rate APR Payment 

*15 Year Fixed: 2.625% 2.699% $672.69 
*20 Year Fixed: 3.250% 3.322% $567.20 
*30 Year Fixed: 3.500% 3.542% $449.04 
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“Quality Tradition You Can Trust”

1st Session accomplishments:
Moved to the most powerful House committee 

 — Appropriations in 2nd Year

Ward Cassidy 
for 

120th State Representative

Ad paid for by Cassidy for Representative, Mike Day Treasurer

(the farthest west rep. up until Ward’s Appointment was from 
North of Manhattan).

• Only member of his class of 37 new freshmen to have an individual 
bill passed (helped accountants with hiring practices).

• Led the investigation of the Fire Marshal Department that resulted    
in revoking illegal citation saving area schools thousands of dollars.

• Making an amendment to the Governor’s Tech Ed bill that allowed 
NW Kansas Technical College to expand.

• In position to be the Education Budget Chair in only his 2nd term.

Re-elect

Questions Contact: 
Tom Rundel 

Colby FFA Advisor 
785-899-4203

Chelsie Calliham 
Colby FFA Member 

785-443-1166

Friday, August 3rd

Thomas County Fairgrounds • Livestock Arena • Colby, KS

Thomas County 4-H/FFA

Livestock Judging Contest

Registration 12:00 - 12:30 p.m. • Instructions begin 12:45 p.m.
Contest Starts at 1:00 p.m.

Also have good Kirby for $400, Tristars and Orecks.
Come to the corner of Sewell 

& William St. or one block North, 
former NW Vacuum.

Vacuum Belts • Bags • Repair
(For most vacuums)

Call 785-462-5572 Erwin E. Thiele

Use the Classifieds! Call us Today 785-462-3963

Sagittarius’ Tea Party looms large in sky

19th century painting
The Trojan Horse made famous by Greek mythology.

Looking south, Sagittarius’ Tea 
Party Region is prominent in 
the evenings of late summer.

Paul Derrick
Stargazer•

BEAVER, Pa. (AP) – Sheriff’s 
deputies say a western Pennsylva-
nia county jail inmate wearing an 
orange-and-white striped uniform 
tried to hail a taxi to escape from 
a hospital where he was taken for 
medical treatment.

The Beaver County Times (bit.
ly/OipJ1g) reports Tuesday that 
23-year-old Holden Wooley was 
taken to Heritage Valley Beaver 
Hospital on Saturday night after 
a reported seizure. Deputies say 
at one point during his four-hour 
hospital visit, Wooley went out-
side to hail a cab – but the driver 
refused to pick up Wooley.

When hospital security offi cers 
tried to grab him, Wooley ran into 
the woods and was arrested a cou-
ple hours later when police used a 
K-9 offi cer and a stun gun to sub-

Inmate calls a taxi 
in escape attempt

due him. He was treated for a dog 
bite at the hospital and returned to 
jail.

Online court records don’t list 
an attorney for Wooley.
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