
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

8
5
4

9
1
3

7

1

3

5

2
  

3

8

6

4

4

2

9

6

3

5

8
  

9

2

5

3

7

7
4
2

3
9
6

20
12

 C
on

ce
pt

is 
Pu

zz
le

s, 
Di

st.
 b

y 
Ki

ng
 F

ea
tu

re
s S

yn
di

ca
te

, I
nc

.

By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/23

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 7/20

Famous Hand
This deal occurred many years ago in a board-

a-match team contest in Maryland. The North-
South pair in the auction shown were Simon 
Becker and B. Jay Becker, this writer’s uncle and 
father, respectively, both of whom passed away 
in the late 1980s. 

The brothers Becker reached a shaky spade 
slam and were very fortunate to receive the open-
ing lead of the ace of clubs, after which 12 tricks 
could not be denied. Had West led a trump, or 
had he led another suit and then shifted to a trump 
upon winning the ace of clubs, the slam could not 
have been made. The score came to 1,430 points 
(500 for game, 750 for slam and 180 for tricks). 

Both Beckers thought they had won the board 
easily. They expected that even if the opposing 
North-South pair got to the slam, it would be de-
feated. But there was no way they could have an-
ticipated the actual goings-on at the other table. 

There, the Beckers’ teammates competed vig-
orously in hearts against North-South’s spade 
bids. When South eventually bid four spades, 
West, for some unknown reason, decided to dou-
ble, and South redoubled. 

West led the king of hearts and subsequently 
switched to a trump after taking the king of clubs 
with the ace. This held declarer to 11 tricks. After 
such a debacle, the Beckers’ teammates naturally 
assumed the board had been irretrievably lost. 

The declarer at this table scored 480 points 
for his tricks, 50 for making the redoubled con-
tract, 400 for the redoubled overtrick and 500 
for game. This came to 1,430 points, so the two 
teams wound up tying the board!

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Collectors prize furniture created by a famous 
maker, but antique furniture is often not identified 
with a label. Experts can “attribute” a piece to a 
maker by comparing it to other known furniture 
that has a label or a history of ownership. 

John Henry Belter was one of the most famous 
American furniture makers working in the late 
1800s. He invented a way to glue six to eight thin 
layers of rosewood (with the grain going in differ-
ent directions) into a large strong piece that could 
be curved, a type of plywood that he patented in 
1858. He was a talented carver and added pierc-
ings and carvings of roses, busts of important 
people, grapes and grapevines, and scrolls. 

Belter was born in Germany in 1804, came to 
New York City in 1833, and made furniture for 
the wealthy from 1844 until he died in 1863. He 
specialized in furniture for the parlor, including 
sofas, armchairs, side chairs and a center table. 
All were made of rosewood. The chairs had no 
upholstery on the back, just rosewood. 

He favored the Rococo Revival style with 
curved legs, arms and tops of backs. Pieces were 
varnished to look shiny, new and well-cared-
for. Few pieces were marked, but the laminated 
rosewood, the carvings of heads of poets and the 
founding fathers, and even the style of the grape-
vines can be identified. 

In the 1950s his furniture was considered gar-
ish and in poor taste, but by the 1960s collectors 
started to realize it is well made and his designs 
are the best of the late Victorian period. It became 
an expensive collector favorite, but all antique 
furniture is selling for less than before 2008. 

There is renewed interest in Belter. At a recent 
auction, a 40-inch-wide table attributed to Belter, 
made about 1850, sold for $27,060. It featured 
carved heads like those on labeled Belter tables.

Q: I have a 22-piece set of Frank Herschede 
silverware with black nonmetal handles. It’s 
marked Gense Extrastainless Sweden on the 
backs. It was a gift from our uncle in the 1960s. 
Can you give me any information about this?

A: Your set was made by Gense (Gustaf Er-
iksson NySilverfabriken), a company founded by 
Gustav Erikson in Eskilstuna, Sweden, in 1856. 

Gense introduced a stainless steel flatware 
pattern called “Focus De Luxe” in 1957. Pieces 
have modern shapes and black handles made of 
polyoxymethylene. The pattern was designed by 
Folke Arstrom, artistic director at Gense from 
1940 to 1960. 

Herschede is the name of the store that sold 
your tableware, a jewelry store in Cincinnati 
from 1877 to 1995. 

Gense still makes stainless steel flatware, but 
your pattern has been discontinued. It is very col-
lectible and pieces have been displayed in the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in London. It is a 
famous flatware set, listed as one of 100 best de-
signed products in modern times, and would sell 
for about $250.

Tip: Don’t wear jewelry when swimming. Both 
salt and chlorine damage some types of stones, 
like opals or emeralds. Sand will scratch coral, 
pearl, opal, lapis, turquoise and other stones. 
Base metals will corrode.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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