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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service
Tonight: Showers and thun-
derstorms likely, mainly be-
tween 10 p.m. and 3 a.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 64.
Southeast wind between 5 and
15 mph. Chance of precipitation
is 70 percent.

Saturday: A 30 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms, mainly before 2 p.m.
Partly sunny, with a high near
87. East wind between 5 and 10
mph.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 63. East wind between 5
and 10 mph.

Sunday: Sunny and hot, with
a high near 97. South wind be-
tween 5 and 15 mph.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 66.

Monday: Sunny and hot, with
a high near 97.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 68.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 95.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear
and breezy, with a low around
70.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 90.

Wednesday Night: A 30
percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 62.

Thursday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly sunny, with a
high near 82.

Thursday: High, 95; Low 58

Precip: Thursday ~ None
Month: 0.02 inches
Year: 5.29 inches
Normal:  9.84 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Saturday 6:17 a.m. 9:13 p.m.
Moon: waning, 8 percent
Sunday 6:17 a.m. 9:14 p.m.
Moon: waning, 3 percent
Monday 6:17 a.m. 9:14 p.m.
New Moon at 10:03 a.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
Colby Water Use
Thursday 3,278,000 gal.
(Colby Public Works)

Maps drawn place two in 40th

From “MAPS,” Page 1

Both the House and Senate
districts are drastically different
from the current layout. The old
120th included Cheyenne,Rawl-
ins, Decatur, Norton and Phillips
counties. The old 121st included
Sherman, Thomas, Sheridan and
Graham counties.

With the 121st moved, the new
120th includes Cheyenne, Raw-
lins, Decatur, Sherman, Wallace
and the northwest part of Thom-
as County, including Colby. The
rest of Thomas as well as Sheri-
dan and Graham counties are
now in the 118th, represented
by Don Hineman of Dighton.
Norton and Phillips counties are
now in the 110th District, which
runs down to Hays.

It’s a far cry from what Rep.
Billinger thought he would be
contending with.

“It’s appalling that three judg-
es from Kansas City were the
ones to decide the western Kan-
sas districts,” he said.

The House passed a map in
just three days with more than
110 votes, Billinger said, but
the judges didn’t even use it as
a reference point. That map, he
said, got the population numbers
within a few percentage points
of the ideal, and it took care not
to put incumbents together.

This new map pits 23 incum-
bents against each other and cre-
ated 25 districts that suddenly
had no incumbent. In many cas-
es, Billinger said, there hadn’t
been anyone filed in those new
districts. After Thursday’s an-
nouncement, party officials
scrambled to find candidates for
them before the Monday dead-
line.

Both Billinger and Cassidy
lost much of their old districts.
All that remains from the old
120th are three counties, Chey-
enne, Decatur and Rawlins. An-
other example, he said, is the
new 106th District, which pits
Rep. Clay Aurand of Bellville
against Rep. Sharon Schwartz of
Washington. The two had been
in neighboring districts before
the judges issued the new map.

Both Billinger and Cassidy

said they expect their primary to
be a friendly campaign.

“Ward’s a friend of mine, has
been for many years,” Billinger
said. “Neither of us wanted to
run against each other, but cir-
cumstances have thrown us to-
gether.”

Cassidy said it is not a nice
scenario. He had been cam-
paigning across five counties,
then suddenly two of those were
taken away and new ones add-
ed.

“When the legislature draws
a map, they favor incumbents,”
he said. “We were told that if
the judges were to do it, they
wouldn’t care.”

Cassidy estimated that in both
houses there would likely be a
minimum of 50 new legislators.
The House will also be electing
a new speaker, since the incum-
bent, Mike O’Neal, is not run-
ning for re-election.

Cassidy said his decision to
continue running was due in
part to being on the House Ap-
propriations Committee during
the last session.

“I was told I have a good
chance of being on it next ses-
sion and I also have a chance of
being educational budget chair-
man,” he said.

Cassidy said that gaining that
amount of influence would al-
low him to do good things for
western Kansas.

One way or the other, either
Billinger or Cassidy won’t be
heading back to Topeka for next
year’s session.

“Both of us look out for west-
ern Kansas,” Billinger said.
“It’s tragic that two good voices
for western Kansas are pitted
against each other.”

The 40th Senate District is in
the same boat. The redrawn dis-
trict includes Wallace, Logan,
Gove, Trego, Ellis, Sherman,
Thomas, Sheridan, Graham,
Cheyenne, Rawlins, Decatur,
Norton and half of Phillips
county — not including the city
of Phillipsburg.

The old district boundar-
ies stopped at Trego County
and extended south to Greeley,
Wichita, Scott, Lane and Ness

counties. It also included Rooks
County. To make up for losing
these six counties, the district
picked up half of Phillips Coun-
ty and Ellis, including the city of
Hays.

“It’ll all work out,” Ostmeyer
said. “Ellis County is a rural
area, it’s got small schools and
a college I support.”

Having Hays in the dis-
trict does change the dynamic
though. Ostmeyer said that Hays
holds 33 percent of the new dis-
trict’s population, and a Demo-
cratic incumbent. Schmidt, a
Hays resident who had been in
the 36th District, now is in the
40th.

“Schmidt and I are very good
friends,” Ostmeyer said. “We
talked during the session, and
he told me that if we were put
in the same district that he might
not run. When we talked about it
over this weekend, I told him to
do what he needed to do.”

Schmidt announced Mon-
day that he has filed to run in
the 40th. He lost nine of his 10
counties, which he said repre-
sents a huge challenge.

“The job is not finished and
neither is my service to rural
Kansas,” he said in a press re-
lease. “Representing rural Kan-
sas is a responsibility I take as
conscientiously as I did my se-
nior leader duties in the Army. It
has been a privilege to represent
the needs and values of rural
Kansas these past two years and
that responsibility has required
firmly standing up to keep our
rural representation against ef-
forts to take away yet another
rural western district because of
population shifts.”

Schmidt is a one-term senator.
He spent 32 years in the Army
Medical Service before retiring
as a colonel. He and his wife
spent 12 years operating a dairy
and he currently works as a
business development manager
for the Columbia Group.

Ostmeyer also has to run in
the primary against John Mill-
er, a long-time Norton County
commissioner.

Including  Ostmeyer and
Schmidt, six incumbent senators

have been pitted against each
other. Ostmeyer said the Senate
has no one to blame but itself.

“The judges punished us,” he
said.

Ostmeyer said he suspected
the conservative wing of the
party has been hurt worse by the
maps, but it is too early to tell.

“I still see that rift being
there,” he said.

The judges also issued maps
for the Kansas Congressional
districts and the state Board of
Education.

The 1st Congressional District
only picked up a little territory,
and now has far fewer than the
old count of 69 counties. Junc-
tion City will be reunited with
neighboring Fort Riley, and the
district will now include Man-
hattan.

To even out the populations,
the 4th District will pick up
some rural counties in south cen-
tral Kansas. To make up for los-
ing Manhattan, the 2nd District
will pick up the rest of Nemaha
County and most of Marshall
County in the north, Montgom-
ery County in the south, and part
of Douglas County. However it
will lose part of Miami County
to the 3rd District.

In the final opinion, the Court
said it is satisfied that its plans
meet the legal requirements for
redistricting.

“The Court recognizes that
because it has tried to restore
compact contiguous districts
where possible, it is pushing
a re-set button; its maps look
different from those now in
place,” the opinion says. “Some
changes may not be popular and
some people — perhaps many —
will disagree that the Court has
struck the appropriate balance.”

The three judges in the case
were Kathryn Vratil, chief
judge of the U.S. District Court
in Kansas City, appointed by
President George H.W. Bush
in 1992.; Mary Breck Briscoe,
chief judge of the 10th Circuit
Court of Appeals, appointed by
President Bill Clinton in 1995;
and Senior U.S. District Judge
John Lungstrum, also a George
H.W. Bush appointee.

New vehicle system running smoother

From “VEHICLE,” Page 1

the situation, and they are get-
ting them done as long as they
have what they need.

“Kansas’ 105 counties and the
state are a strong team and we
are working together daily to
improve the system and make it
a success,” Lane County Trea-
surer Pat Sharp told state offi-
cials this week.

State officials reported a
steady decrease in the time it
takes to process tag renewals
and titles.

“We’ve seen a 200 percent

of May,” said Haskell County
Treasurer Nancy Weeks.

In Mays, offices statewide han-
dled more than 238,000 transac-
tions with the new system after
offices were shut down the first
week of the month for conver-
sion.

“As staff’s familiarity with
the new system has increased,
people have had to spend less
time standing at our counters,”
said Sedgwick County Treasurer
Linda Kizzire. “It now takes be-
tween two and five minutes on
average to process a tag renewal
and 10 to 15 minutes to process

“We are focused on making
this the best system for Kansas —
one that will last the next several
decades,” said Revenue Secre-
tary Nick Jordan. “While pro-
cessing times have decreased,
we continue to look for ways to
make it faster.

“As they have been through-
out the process, county treasur-
ers continue to be invaluable
partners in making the system
the best it can be.”

Jordan added that he knew
there had been longer-than-nor-

mal wait times for several weeks
in the larger counties and under-
stood people’s frustration.

“We are grateful for the Kan-
sans who have been patient and
understanding during this tem-
porary transition period,” he
said.

He encouraged people to take
advantage of two convenient op-
tions for renewing their license
plate registrations, either online
at wwwkswebtags.org, or by
mailing their renewal into their
county treasurer’s office.

Briefiy
Harvest matchmaker
available for farmers

Roger Hale is available again this
year to help farmers and custom harvest-
ers get together. His office is at Truck
Town, 105 W. Horton. There is no cost
for this service. For information, call
him at (785) 269-7712 or 460-8785.

Contractor replacing

power poles for the city

The City of Colby has hired L&S
Electric of Salina to replace poles
around town, starting Monday. Custom-
ers may need to give the contractor ac-
cess to the poles and lines and may need
to make arrangements for to move pets
during the work. The project covers an
area along West Seventh Street from
North Copeland Avenue to North Range
Avenue and on West Eighth from Range
to North Franklin Avenue. For infor-
mation, call Anita Powell at the Public
Works Department, 460-4420.

City plans to seal
streets next week

The city will be sealing streets next
week from Tuesday through Thursday.
Owners need to remove vehicles from
the street by 8 a.m. when sealing is
scheduled or they will be towed. Streets
scheduled for Tuesday: Cherokee Drive;
Pine, Walnut and Plum east of Country
Club and West Fifth from Copeland to
Walker. Wednesday: Court from Hill to
Arrowhead, Flint, Summer Sun, Arrow-
head and Sewell. Thursday: Williams,
Dylan and South Franklin from the rail-
road tracks to Pine. For information,
call Omar Weber at the Public Works
Department, 460-4420.

Museum displays

student art work

The Prairie Museum of Art and His-
tory is featuring a free exhibit of art
by students from kindergarten to high
school from the Colby Public Schools
and Sacred Heart School through Sun-
day, July 29. The museum, 1905 S.
Franklin Ave., is open from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday to Friday and 1 to 5 p.m.
on weekends. Call Ann Miner at 460-
4590 for information.

Fair books available
at Extension office

Fair books for this year are available
at the Thomas County Extension office
in the county office complex, 350 S.
Range Ave., Suite 16, during business
hours, 8 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 p.m.

For information, call Jody McCain at
the office, 460-4580.

College pool closed for

palntlng, renovation

The Colby Community College swim-
ming pool will be closed through Sat-
urday, June 30, to allow for repainting,
renovating and painting the deck, re-
painting the locker rooms and installing
a new ventilation system. Water exer-
cises classes are being held at the Com-
fort Inn indoor pool on Range Avenue.
For pool information, contact manager
Kipp Nelson at 460-5473. For questions
about the classes, contact Penny Cline
at 460-5404.
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