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Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with

a low around 40. North wind
around 5 mph becoming calm.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 70. Northwest wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 41. North wind
between 5 and 10 mph becom-
ing calm.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 76. North wind
around 5 mph becoming south.

Wednesday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 48.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 82.

Thursday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 52.

Friday: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Partly sunny, with a high near

Friday Night: A 30 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 46.

Saturday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly sunny, with a high
near 67.

Saturday Night: A slight
chance of showers. Partly
cloudy, with a low around 47.
Chance of precipitation is 20
percent.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly sunny, with a high near
75

Friday: High, 95; Low 54
Saturday: High, 95; Low 54
Sunday: High, 72; Low 47

Precip: Friday None
Saturday None
Sunday None
Month: None
Year: 4.50 inches
Normal:  7.21 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Tuesday 6:37 a.m. 8:45p.m.

Moon: waning, 90 percent
Wednesday 6:36 a.m. 8:46 p.m.
Moon: waning, 82 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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There were smiles all around as Sunflower Bank handed
out this year’s checks for the “ABC’s of Being True to Our
Schools” program. Pictured from left were Jim Stanley, Sun-
flower Bank president; Terrell Harrison, superintendent of
Colby Public Schools; Mary Ellen Welshhon, superintendent

Sunflower ABC winner for schools

Sunflower Bank has announced the re-
sults of its “ABC’s of Being True to Our

Schools” campaign.

The schools in Thomas County were the
beneficiaries of $2,774 as a result of this

program.

The program encourages students to en-
ter their report card into the “Pay For A’s”

contest.

On April 1, Sunflower Bank in Colby
held a drawing and selected five winners

from local entries.

won $310.

“Bucks for Our Schools” were won by
debit card customers using their cards, with
5 cents given to a designated school for each
purchase or use during the contest.

“Cash for Your School” let new customers
earn up to $100 for themselves and a match-

The students won $10 for each “A” on
their report card and their schools got a
matching donation. Colby Public Schools

SHARON FRIEDLANDER/Colby Free Press
of Golden Plains Public Schools; Laura Krejci, Sacred Heart
Catholic School; and Renee Schmeiser, Heartland Christian
Schools. Janci Mills, Brewster superintendent, was unable

to attend.

ing amount for the school of their choice.

“Sunflower Bank is committed to our
communities and local schools,” said Colby
branch President Jim Stanley. “We under-

stand that schools are faced with tighter

budgets every year, and the ABC program is
just one way we can give back,”

Colby schools have received $19,432 un-
der this program, including the $2,774 this
year. The entire program has resulted in
$114,279 being given to schools.

Committee works on emergency plan
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and other contaminants.

A committee was established
to make any necessary changes
with Fire Chief Bob McLemore
as chair. Members include Mc-
Mahan, her assistant Autumn
Arasmith and radiological offi-
cer Scott Hilbrink, who was not
present during the meeting.

Thomas County Health De-
partment Director Kasiah Roth-
child said the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment
is calling for response volun-
teers who are willing to receive
training and help with popula-
tion monitoring during incidents
involving radiation. The group
will be called the Radiation Re-
sponse Volunteer Corps.

Rothchild and McMahan said
that radiation is another thing
that needs to be planned for, in
addition to reporting require-

ments and compliance stan-
dards. The group was directed
to the web for information on
standard operating guidelines.

In other business:

e McMahan and the county’s
road and bridge supervisor,
Clair Schrock, shared their ex-
periences from a conference in
Salina during the first week of
April.

“The major point that I got,”
Schrock said, “was that every-
one needs to be involved and
know their parts when they get
to a catastrophe so that everyone
is on the same page.”

McMahan said an interest-
ing exercise that seems to be
a regional focus is railroad re-
sponse. She said Citizens Medi-
cal Center sponsored a table-top
drill on April 11, training for a
train derailment with a chemical
spill which tied in with the exer-
cise in Salina.

_ Sponsored by the

The American Red Cross
stressed partnerships during the
conference, McMahan said. She
said she has been disappointed
by response efforts from the
Red Cross, saying it took them
four hours to respond to a recent
fire in Colby and they wouldn’t
send help after a midday fire
in Brewster until photos of the
damage had been submitted.

“We had to show that the
house was a complete loss be-
fore they’d send someone to
help,” she said. “It was ridicu-
lous.”

* McMahan reported that Tier
IT Chemical Inventory Reports
were down this year. Some are
outstanding; last year there were
about 100 reports filed within
Thomas County and this year
there are about 60, she said. The
records are available for mem-
bers to look at online, added
McMahan.

* A planning workshop is
scheduled for Monday and
Tuesday, June 25 and 26, at the
Colby Community Building,
sponsored by the Kansas Emer-
gency Management Training
Office in Topeka.

McMahan said all Emergency
Support Function coordinators
should attend, including law
enforcement, emergency medi-
cal service, health department
and hospital personnel and other
agencies listed in the county’s
Emergency Operations Plan.

 The group heard that an ex-
ercise Wednesday, Aug. 1, will
continue the hospital’s table top
drill, focusing on evacuation.

* McMahan said she planned
to give presentations Friday at
the Comfort Inn in Colby for
harvesters, although she has
heard that several groups have
already left. She was also going
to meet with area school kids.

riefly
Vehicle, license offices
down until Tuesday

It won’t be possible to get a Kansas
vehicle license, title, driver’s license or
identification card until at least Tuesday
while the computer system at the Kan-
sas Department of Revenue in Topeka
is shut down for upgrades and training.
For information, call Thomas County
Treasurer Donita Applebury at 460-
4520.

Colby Spring Cleanup

runs through Friday

Colby’s annual Spring Cleanup will
be from Monday through Friday. Resi-
dential trash customers may clean and
spruce up their yards and have the city
remove the debris if they are boxed and
bagged, weigh less than 50 pounds and
placed at the curb. Call the city man-
ager’s office at 460-4410 to schedule a
pickup. For questions, call Jo Strange at
the same number.

Class will teach about
controlling blood sugar

Citizens Medical Center will contin-
ue a monthly series of free classes on
diabetes, “Journey for Control,” from
7 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday in the hospi-
tal conference room. The topic will be
“Achieving Blood Glucose Control.”
Register by calling Jeanene Brown at

the hospital’s education department,
(785) 460-4850.

Seniors plan potluck at

Presbyterian Church

The group More Fun Together plans a
potluck for people 50 or older who are
alone, widowed, divorced, separated
or have partners in nursing homes at 6
p.m. Tuesday at the First Presbyterian
Church. Bring a dish to share; table ser-
vice and beverage will be provided. For
information, call 462-6342.

Colby’s Bike to School

Day set for this week

Wednesday will be Bike to School
Day. Students, parents and teachers are
encouraged to ride their bikes to school.
Everyone will meet on the playground
at 7:50 a.m. and have a chance to win
a free bike helmet. Adults could ride a
bike to work. For information, call Me-
gan Carmichael at 465-9103.

Hospital to mark 30th
with Business After 5

Citizens Medical Center Inc. invites
everyone to a Business After 5 and 30th
Anniversary celebration from 5 to 7
p.m. Thursday. A Founders Celebration
will begin at 6 p.m. in the hospital con-
ference room. Activities, food and tours
will cover the Family Center for Health
Care, Citizens Medical Center and Prai-
rie Senior Living Complex. For ques-
tions, call Tama Unger at the Citizens
Foundation, (785) 460-1214.

Grinnell Class of ’76

plans reunion at old hall

The Grinnell High School Class of
1976 will reunite from 1 to 5 p.m. Sun-
day, May 27, at the Heritage Center of
the Old Township Hall at Grinnell. For
information, call Deanna Beckman at
(785) 824-3352.
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