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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

FMAYBE IT'S OUR FAULT, TED. WE NEVER
REALLY HANG OUT WITH OUR NEIGHBORS.

SURE, AT THE
OCCASIONAL
HALLOWEEN PARTY.
BUT WHEN WAS THE
A LAST TIME WE EVEN
! GOT INVITED TO ONE?
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DATE INVITE EVERYONE FOR PROPERTY LINE.
A MEMORIAL DAY BBQ.
BUT IF NO ONE SHOWS?
UP, IT'S OVER.

YEAH, BUT WE WERE SO IN
CHARACTER WE NEVER SPOKE
TO ANYONE.
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® Hints from
Heloise

Septic system
takes extra care

Dear Readers: Here are some important hints
about taking care of your septic system:

¢ Conserve water. Take shorter showers, turn
off the water while brushing teeth, and only run
the dishwasher and washing machine when full.
Using water efficiently will help to not overload
your system.

e Try to use the garbage disposal as little as
possible. If you use the disposal often, sludge
can accumulate more quickly, and your tank will
need to be pumped more.

e It is important to have your septic system
inspected regularly and pumped out every few
years.

¢ Do not put feminine hygiene products, dia-
pers, cigarette butts, cat litter, coffee grounds,
dental floss or tissues in the system. They do not
break down.

* Never put paint, pesticides or harmful chemi-
cals down your system. They eliminate the bacte-
ria needed to break down solids in the tank.

Following these simple hints will help you
avoid expensive repairs to your system. — Helo-
ise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:

Heloise

P.O. Box 795000

San Antonio, TX 78279-5000

Fax: 1-210-HELOISE

E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com

EASY GREASE

Dear Heloise: 1 have a suggestion that my
mother gave me years ago to grease pans or
cookie sheets. I save the wrappers from butter or
margarine and use them. They do a great job, and
you just throw them away when done. — Pat, via
e-mail

CAR-SEAT INSPECTION

Dear Readers: Did you know that seven out
of 10 kids are not properly buckled into their car
seats? Do you know where to have your car seat
inspected to make sure it is installed correctly?
If you have small children, this is very important
and could be lifesaving.

SeatCheck is a great organization that will help
you find the nearest car-seat inspection station.
You can go to its website, www.seatcheck.org,
or call 866-SEAT-CHECK, (866) 732-8243. All
you need is your ZIP code, and it can locate the
closet station. Take the time to have your car seat
inspected. — Heloise

TRAVEL HINT

Dear Heloise: While planning a trip, I was
looking at hotels online. It is hard to see what
the rooms are like from the website pictures. I
called the hotel, and the room I had been look-
ing at had only a stand-up shower — I needed a
tub. The representative I spoke to told me that
a different room did have a tub, and helped me
reserve that room. While booking online is con-
venient, sometimes it is more helpful to pick up
the phone. — Daisy, via e-mail
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

You are South and have the fol-

lowing hand:
® AQ96 Y KQJIS3 ¢ A72 ¢ 10

1. East bids One Club, you dou-
ble, and partner responds with One
Spade. What would you bid now?

2. West bids One Club, East
raises to Two Clubs, and you double.
Partner responds with Two Hearts:
What would you bid now?

3. Your partner bids One
Notrump. You bid Two Clubs (Stay-
man), and partner bids Two Dia-
monds. When you next bid Three
Hearts, partner raises to Four Hearts.
What would you bid now?

% %k %
Bidding Quiz

1. Three Spades. Partner’s one-spade bid, aside
from showing four or more spades, does not iden-
tify his high-card strength. In fact, he might not
have a single point. However, it is a good rule of
thumb to assume partner has at least three or four
points and proceed accordingly.

By raising partner to three spades, you cover
the case where he has a worthless hand while
at the same time apprising him that a game can
be made if he has almost anything at all. You
shouldn’t bid four all by yourself, since you need
a little something from partner for him to get
home with 10 tricks.

2. Three Hearts. Again, all you can do is invite
partner to bid game. Three hearts in this sequence
is a very strong call, and partner is expected to
press on with extremely modest values.

It would be wrong to bid four hearts, since part-
ner might have a worthless hand. Furthermore,
the opening bid is on your left, so you can expect
the opposing honor cards to be badly placed.

3. Four Spades. You can’t stop short of a small
slam, so all your efforts should be bent toward
trying to get to seven. It would be wrong to use
Blackwood, because partner’s responses wouldn’t
tell you whether he had the king of spades -- a
very vital card -- even if he showed two aces and
two kings.

Hands where specific intermediate cards are
crucial are better handled by cuebids than by
Blackwood. By exchanging information about
your side’s controls (usually aces and kings), you
can often produce better results than by using
Blackwood, which in effect turns partner into an
automaton who can do no more than tell you how
many aces and kings he has. If partner happens to
have a hand such as: : # K5 ¥ A92 ¢ KQ63
% A872, you will have an excellent play for 13
tricks.
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Family Circus ° Bil Keane
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“No, | don’t think they were
Miss Piggy’s uncles.”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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This is a logic-based num- |4/1|5|9/8|7|6|2|3

ber placement puzzle. 7/6/2|5/4/3|9 18
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Sudoku puzzle is at right. iy Lol % %%

Cryptoquip

IB H A.V. VSHSD JV VR CIM
IS YDSV HWNRVS KDIR
[HIXBHWW, J YADVV SGDM

VGRAWC XHND JS HIJC-KRXH.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN HE SAID THE
CARNIVAL RIDE COULD HURT MY BREASTBONE,
I'D SAY HE GAVE ME STERNUM WARNING.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals |

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer
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