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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service
Tonight: A slight chance of
showers and thunderstorms
between 10 p.m. and 11 p.m.
Partly cloudy, with a low around
54. North wind between 5 and
15 mph. Chance of precipitation
is 20 percent.

Thursday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1 p.m. Mostly sunny,
with a high near 81. North wind
between 10 and 15 mph.

Thursday Night: A20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms before 1 a.m. Patchy fog
after 1 a.m. Otherwise, partly
cloudy, with a low around 55.
Southeast wind between 10 and
15 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 87. South wind 5 to 10
mph becoming west.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 56.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 86.

Saturday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 56.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly sunny, with a high near
79.

Sunday Night: A 30 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 53.

Monday: A 30 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Partly sunny, with a high near
69.

Monday Night: A 40 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 49.

Tuesday: A 50 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 61.

Monday: High, 72; Low 49
Tuesday: High, 82; Low 47

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday None
April: 2.83 inches
May: None
Year: 450 inches
Normal:  7.21inches
(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 6:42 a.m. 8:40 p.m.

Moon: waxing, 91 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Kansas senator loses
state redistricting battle

From “BATTLE,” Page 1

If you think he sounds a little
upset, irritated, maybe even an-
gry, about that map, you could
be right. It’s difficult enough to
represent the huge 40th District
as 18, he said.

The leadership’s map, known
as Ad Astra, would take away
two counties on the southeast
corner of the district — Ness
and Trego — and add four to
the northeast — Phillips, Smith,
Jewell and Osborne, plus half of
Hamilton on the southwest.

It would stretch the district
two-thirds of the way to Okla-
homa at the Colorado line and
a county into the east near Ne-
braska. At 20 counties, he’d
have about one-fifth of the
state’s area.

“It’s awful,” he said, adding
that the map by Sen. Abrams
would have added two counties,
but keep his district compact
and nearly square.

With that map, he said, he’d
have gained Phillips and Rush
counties, but not Smith or Jew-
ell farther east. He’d have kept
Rush and Rooks, but not dip
into Hamilton.

“They’ll pass Ad Astra,” he
said Monday. “It will be the one
coming back....

“The House isn’t going to

pass that. I talked to the speaker
this morning. So we’re going to
wind up in court.”

After the vote Tuesday, mod-
erate senators claimed they
had a deal with Speaker Mike
O’Neal to pass the redistricting
bill, including a House-passed
map of representative districts.
The Senate had modified its map
to put two House members back
into Senate districts they had
filed to run in.

However, the Associated Press
quoted the speaker as saying he
had spoken only for himself, not
the House.

The redistricting controversy
is holding up all the rest of the
Legislature’s work, Ostmeyer
said. Redistricting is required
by federal court decisions after
each federal census.

If the plan isn’t done by mid-
May, the state’s August primary
election might have to be put
off.

“We haven’t got anything
solved up here,” the senator
said. “We haven’t got a budget.
We haven’t got anything.

“We’re already the butt-end of
a bunch of jokes.”

He listed school finance and
tax changes as other major is-
sues held up by the fight.

The hijinks stem from the con-
tinual battle between Republican

conservatives and moderates for
control of the Legislature. The
House is firmly in conservative
hands, but the Senate still has
enough moderate, or liberal, Re-
publican members to elect the
leadership.

Conservatives, led by the
state Chamber of Commerce,
hoping to change that recruited
five to eight House members to
file against incumbent moderate
Senators this year, creating pri-
mary fights in their districts.

In retaliation, the leadership
drew a map, Sen. Ostmeyer
said, that ruled at least three of
the challengers out of the dis-
tricts they filed for.

Pure and simple, he said, the
leadership, especially Senate
President Steve Morris, wants
to hold on to its power. His dis-
trict is just a victim of the larger
battle.

“People in western Kansas get
shortchanged enough,” he said.
“There’s a lot of things we (sen-
ators) can’t get to. You’d prob-
ably never get to Jewell County,
maybe once or twice a year.”

Western legislators have at-
tempted to keep the number of
Senate districts serving part of
the region where it is, he said,
but under the Ad Astra map, one
more western district will go to
Johnson County.

Chamber of commerce holds
annual banquet, gives awards

From “BANQUET,” Page 1

Service award to Darrell Pabst, Vice President of

Business of the Year. She praised Farmers and
Merchants Bank for its long service to the com-
munity and the helpfulness of the entire staff.
Employees are involved in many community or-
ganizations that help make Colby a better place to
live, work, and conduct business, she said.
President Brent Wiedeman accepted the award,
saying all the employees are proud of the bank’s
history and continued service. He said that over
500 people attended the Business After 5 and
125th Anniversary Celebration by the bank ear-

lier this year.

Next, Tina Harris presented the Community

with a religious

Range.”

Sunflower Bank, for what she called his selfless
community efforts.

Entertainment was provided by two Colby
barbershop-style groups, Prairie Rose Harmony
and the Tumbleweed Chorus. Prairie Rose closed

medley. The chorus entertained

with songs of a western flavor. Everyone stood
for a rendition of the state song, “Home on the

Following the entertainment, table centerpieces
were raffled off with lots of audience participa-
tion. The evening ended with thanks to everyone

who attended and to everyone who helped make

the evening an event to be proud of.

Hospital runs test on digital scope

From “HOSPITAL,” Page 1

region with the new technology.

changes in bowel habits and having blood in the

stool.”

Magner said the new equipment is not only a
benefit to the community but having it is a great
opportunity for the hospital, as well. He said, as

“The company we got the machine from had a
huge promotion going on that we couldn’t pass

up,” said Magner. “Our other machine wasn’t

far as he knows, the hospital is the only one in the

antiquated, but it was getting older. We saved 43
percent on the new scope, which we would have
had to buy eventually anyway.”
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Vehicle, license offices down until Tuesday
License tags about to expire? It won’t be possible to get a Kansas ve-
hicle license, title, driver’s license or identification card until at least Tues-
day while the computer system at the Kansas Department of Revenue in
Topeka is shut down for upgrades. For information, call Thomas County
Treasurer Donita Applebury at 460-4520.

Area churches planning for Day of Prayer
Colby churches will observe the 61st National Day of Prayer with a ser-
vice near the flagpole outside the Thomas County Courthouse from 12:15
to 12:45 p.m. Thursday sponsored by the Thomas County Ministerial As-
sociation. For information, call Pastor Tom Peyton at (785) 462-2930.

Fourth, fifth grades to give concert at school
Colby Grade School fourth graders will play their recorders and the

fifth-grade band will play at a free concert at 2:30 and 7 p.m. Thursday in

the grade school auditorium. For information, call Jennifer Koel at 460-

Church women to have Friendship Day

Church Women United’s May Friendship Day will be Friday at the Col-
by First Presbyterian Church, beginning at noon with a salad luncheon in
the fellowship hall. This year’s theme, about Naomi and Ruth, is “Listen-
ing to My Sisters.” It looks at the mission of listening, caring and accept-
ing new members of a community. For information, call Joyce Gatlin at
(785) 460-3656.

First work day Saturday for new garden

The first work day for Colby’s community garden is set for 9 a.m. Sat-
urday in the area west of Southwind Plaza, south of Interstate 70 and west
of Range Avenue. Sign-up sheets will be available. For information, call
Denise Singer at 465-9103.

‘Walk for Hope’ fund raiser open to everyone

The Second Annual Walk for Hope begins at 1 p.m. Saturday at the
agricultural center at Colby Community College. “Bring your dog or a
two-legged friend to enjoy the walk,” said Faculty Alliance representative
Dr. Marcy Ward. Proceeds will go to the Northwest Kansas Foundation for
Hope, which helps area people with cancer-related expenses. A $15 dona-
tion is suggested. For information, call Ward at 460-5465.

Pride of Prairie to give Salvador concert

The Pride of the Prairie Orchestra will present “Science and Nature”
conducted by Andrew Salvador at 3:30 p.m. Sunday in the Frahm Theatre
of the Cultural Arts Center on the Colby Community College campus.
Admission is $10 for adults, $5 for seniors and $3 for students. For infor-
mation, call Janet Hopson at 462-5102.

Piano students to give recital Sunday

Students of Pat Ziegelmeier will perform in a spring piano recital at 2:30
p-m. Sunday at the Colby United Methodist Church. The program will
include solo and duet selections. Everyone is welcome. For information,
call Ziegelmeier at 460-5518.

12-and-under baseball team to hold tryouts
The Colby 12-and-under baseball program will hold tryouts at 3 p.m.
Sunday at the city baseball fields. Participants must be 10 or older and
cannot turn 13 before Aug. 1. For information, call coach Jeff Krzycki at
(785) 443-2542 or (785) 460-8226.

Kansas basketball stars coming to Colby

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Thomas County is sponsoring an appearance
by the Kansas Barnstormers basketball team, featuring graduating seniors
from the University of Kansas, at 5 p.m. Sunday at the Community Build-
ing. Tickets at $10 per person may be purchased at Palace Drug Store,
F&M Bank at Dillons, J&B Meat Market, the Sports Shoppe and People’s
State Bank in Colby and Farmers Bank and Trust in Brewster. For infor-
mation, call Doug Finley at Big Brothers Big Sisters, 460-9125.

Colby Spring Cleanup week coming up

Colby’s annual spring cleanup will be from Monday through Friday,
May 11. Residential trash customers may clean and spruce up their yards
and have the city remove items if they are boxed and bagged, weigh less
than 50 pounds and placed at the curb. Call the city manager’s office at
460-4410 to schedule a pickup. For questions, call Jo Strange at the same
number.
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