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Trojans men’s squad
struggles on the road

By Kayla Cornett
Colby Free Press
colby.sports @nwkansas.com

The Colby Community College
baseball team had a tough road trip
Saturday and Sunday in Garden
City, going 1-3 for the weekend,
but the Trojans came home Tues-
day and grabbed a win against
Western Nebraska Community
College on the campus field.

The Trojans (12-8 Jayhawk
West conference, 22-14 overall)
were on a six-game win streak in
late March, but so far, April has
only brought two wins.

In Garden City, Colby won the
first game 3-2.

Mike McLaughlin pitched all
seven innings for the Trojans, get-
ting 3 strikeouts and allowing 3
hits, 2 runs and 2 walks. The team
made no errors.

The leading hitter was Brandon
Wilson, who was 3 for 4 at the
plate, all singles, and knocked in
2 runs.

The men lost the second game
5-2 with Devin Chavez, Bert
Guzman and Dylan Klava on the
mound.

Chavez had the only strikeout
for the Trojans and allowed 9 hits,
4 runs and 6 walks. The men made
3 errors during his set.

Guzman allowed 1 hit and Kla-
va allowed 1 hit, 1 run and 1 walk.
There was an error while Klava
was on the hill.

Jacob Nath led the bats with 3
for 4 hits, 1 run batted in and he
scored one run. His hits were all
singles.

In game three, the Trojans lost
2-1 with David Johnson and Guz-
man pitching.

Johnson had 3 strikeouts and al-
lowed 5 hits, 2 runs and 2 walks.
There was 1 error. Guzman al-
lowed 1 walk.

Brandon Wilson and Zach Wil-
son led the hitters with 2 hits off
of 3 at bats. All of their hits were
singles.

Colby lost the final game 15-

1, using four pitchers to try and
slow Garden City’s offense: Kyle
Matusoff, K.J. Morales, Cole Holt
and David Garcia.

Together the men had 5 strike-
outs and allowed 14 hits, 15 runs
and 7 walks. The team had 8 er-
rors in the game.

Nath and Nick Bata led the hit-
ters, going 2 of 3 at the plate. Nath
brought 1 run home while Bata
crossed home plate for the Trojans’
only run. Nath had 2 singles and
Bata had a single and a double.

On Tuesday, Colby dominated
Western Nebraska 10-0 at home.

K.J. Morales pitched all seven
innings, where he threw a four-
hitter and had 4 strikeouts.

The leading hitter was Zach
Wilson, who had 2 for 3 hits, but
he knocked in 3 runs with those
hits. Five other Trojans had a least
1 run batted in for the game.

The team’s next games will be
at 1 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
against Hutchinson on the campus
field.
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KATHRYN BALLARD/Colby Free Press

K.J. Morales warmed up Tuesday for a Colby Community College baseball game at the campus
field. The Trojans beat Western Nebraska Community College 10-0.

The perils of replacing a legend

There is much excitement sur-
rounding this year’s Kansas City
Royals baseball team.

To borrow a phrase from Ste-
phen Colbert’s super PAC, the
Royals are finally promising their
fans more than a better tomorrow,
tomorrow. Yet, there is one area
that Royals fans are less than en-
thused about: new Royals broad-
caster Rex Hudler.

Judging by comments on Twit-
ter, Hudler’s jargon-heavy, ultra-
hyper style has not played well
with Royals fans. And, I, for one,
can’t blame them.

Hudler’s announcing style is a
stark contrast from the more sub-
dued approach employed by Frank
White, Royals infield legend and
five-time All Star, whose broad-
cast contract was not renewed by
upper management.

Letting White go may go down
as one of the worst public relations
decisions in Royals history.

While watching the Royals
opener on television, I couldn’t
help but miss White. And I just
wasn’t ready for Hudler’s non-

And
Heir%{;z

I was being smacked
in the face by a hur-
ricane of over-the top
enthusiasm.
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stop energy. It was akin to going
to a James Taylor concert only to
find out that he had been replaced
by some heavy metal band that
was long on sound and short on
substance. Instead of “Fire and
Rain,” I was being forced to listen
to some head-banging anthem that
was making my head hurt.

At one point, I texted my dad
that the Royals’ new announcer
was annoying. Perhaps I was rush-
ing to judgment, but I had grown
accustomed to White’s leisurely
style of banter with his broadcast
partner, Ryan Lefebvre.

It was a mellow, laid-back style
of calling a game that made me
want to grab a beer, order a pizza
and plop down in my easy chair for
a couple of hours. Now, I felt like

Fired Arkansas coach’s
phone records released

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. (AP)
— Former Arkansas coach Bobby
Petrino went out of his way to re-
fer to his relationship with Jessica
Dorrell in the past tense when he
was put on paid leave.

Cellphone records show the two
remained in near-daily contact be-
fore and after the motorcycle ac-
cident that led to his firing.

Petrino and Dorrell exchanged
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i, Sat., & Sun.
Hot dogs & Soda —_—

Apr. 20 - 29th - 30th Anniversary Sale

Free gift for the first 30 customers each day.
[1 gift per family)

more than 4,300 text messages
and nearly 300 phone calls over
the past seven months....

The messages, among some
300 pages of records released
Wednesday under a Freedom of
Information Act request, appear
to include picture and video files,
though there was no way to verify
the content.
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Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-5
Six Miles East of Abilene, KS
I-70 @ Exit 281 - 1-800-658-4667
www.4SeasonsRV.com

Over 100 units in stock and on order - ALL ON SALE!

Ramblings

Yet, Hudler isn’t
entirely at fault for his
unpopularity among
the Royals faithful.
No matter who fol-
lowed White, it was
going to be hard to replace a man
canonized by a statue in front of
Royals stadium — a stadium White
helped build while working a con-
struction job. The fact that many
fans believe White was treated
unfairly only adds to the already
unenviable position Hudler finds
himself in.

Whether Hudler likes it or not,
many fans see him as the upper
management’s boy: the optimistic
guy who won’t ask hard questions
or say mean things about the team,
the preferred alternative to a man
who some may have thought was
getting too big for his britches.

Hudler is seen as a “team play-
er” instead of a guy who, appar-
ently, wasn’t afraid to criticize

“the team.” In this context, team
is a euphemism for the upper tier
of the organization.

I was content disliking Hudler
until I read his column in The
Kansas City Star. Hudler says he’s
aware of his critics and is trying to
tone down the jargon. After giving
it some thought, I’ve decided to
do the same.

After all, Hudler isn’t the rea-
son for the public split between
the Royals organization and one
of the best players to ever put on
its uniform.

Plus, it would be unfair to hold
a grudge against him simply be-
cause the Royals management
happens to like his style.

Aside from that, there is no hon-
or in ganging up on the new guy.
It’s never easy to be the new kid
in town, especially when you’re
replacing a community icon. It
wouldn’t hurt to show this guy a
little empathy.

So I plan to indulge the better
angles of my nature and give Hu-
dler a second look. I encourage all
Royals fans to do the same.
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Colon cancer is the second leading cancer killer in Kansas, but it
doesn’t have to be. If you're 50 or older, get screened for colon cancer.

For more information and to learn about screening tests, call or visit
our website. Screening saves lives!
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IGot news? Tell us! Call 462-3963 I

Afternoons Monday - Friday ¢ About 1 hour per day

Bonus after three months!! €—

A great part-time job for anyone!

For more information call the Colby Free Press office:

785-462-3963 or stop in at 155 W. 5th Street

Colby golf boys

take seventh spot

The Colby High boys golf
team competed against 10
teams Tuesday, taking seventh
place with 367 team points in
the Goodland Invitational at the
Sugar Hills Golf Club.

Goodland took first place with
317 points, Ulysses second with
323, Thomas More Prep third
with 361, Oberlin fourth with
363, Rawlins County fifth with
364, Norton sixth with 365,
Hays High eighth with 370,
Hugoton ninth with 376, Oak-
ley 10th with 381 and Hoxie in
last with 414.

Paul Schiferl led the Eagles,
taking 16th place individually
with 87 points. Tayte Query fol-
lowed in 20th with 89 and Ian
Koerperich landed in 29th with
92.

Konnor Kriss took 49th with
99 points and David Browne
rounded out Colby at 52nd with
104. Trevor Strutt was disquali-
fied.

The varsity’s next match will
begin at 9 a.m. on Tuesday in
McCook, Neb., while the junior
varsity will play at 2 p.m. in
Goodland.

LARGE 2 DAY ABSOLUTE AUCTION

9,700t ACRES ~ 3,600 MINERAL ACRES
WAKITA & HWY 11 Area ~ GRANT COUNTY ~ OK
6,756t CROPLAND ~ 941t CRP ~
GRASSLAND ~IMPROVEMENTS

EXCELLENT CATTLE OPERATION
AUCTION LOCATION: 111 W. Purdue
Enid, OK. (Chisholm Trail Expo Center)

Additional info look online or call for brochure.
Seller: Randy Miller, LLC

866-874-7100
LippardAuctio_“ns C

MAY 3rd & 4th
10 AM

Auctioneers, Inc

dish S%i@

Promotional prices start at just

For 12 months with 24 month Agreement.
Everyday Price $24.99/mo
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Where available.
For 3 months.
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Call today and save up to $765 on TV! diSh

1-888-662-6309 A

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0112 ALTITUDE

Included for 3 MONTHS

with qualifying packages. Offer based on the
discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home.
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.
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and some like to shop the COOL
want ad way!!
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