
program is and how it can help a 
community.

Rocca explained that the tax 
rebate program allows the coun-
ty to refund the property taxes 
paid on the actual value added to 
a property due to improvements 
and expansions. Taxes on the 
assessed value of the property 
before any improvement would 
continue to be paid, she added.

She then explained how the 
rebate incentive works.

“The fi rst year will start with 
100 percent of the tax rebate 
given, plus administration fees,” 
she said, “and (that) will de-
cline 10 percent each year for 10 
years. By the eleventh year, the 
property owner would be paying 
the full property tax.”

Rocca said the property owner 
needs to meet some restrictions 
and minimum requirements be-
fore they can be accepted, and 
any parcel where the owner is 
delinquent on property taxes or 
special assessment can’t be eli-
gible for a rebate.

To cover offi ce time and ad-
ministration of the application, 
3 percent of any rebate is re-
tained by the county on projects 
costing $10,000 to $499,999. 2 
percent for projects $500,000 to 
$999,999 and 1 percent for any-
thing over $1 million.

Rocca said the workload 
would fall on the county ap-
praiser, treasurer and clerk.

Rocca said she received tes-
timonials from other counties, 
including Rooks and Mitchell, 
where offi cials spoke positively 
of the program. She said that 
of the 105 Kansas counties, 80 
have already established the 
plan and four are in the process. 
Ellis County, she said, offers the 
incentive only for businesses in 

downtown Hays. 
Rooks County offi cials, Rocca 

said, told her that between 1995 
and 1999, before the adoption 
of the plan, 29 new homes were 
built. With the plan, the number 
increased to 44 from 2000 to 
2005 and 38 from 2006 to 2008.

In fi ve years and four months 
since Mitchell County adopted 
the plan, she said, 158 projects 
totaling $4.7 million started up.

“The tax rebate incentive plan 
will not affect property tax reve-
nue,” she said, “and is one of the 
few tools that rural communities 
have available to attract housing 
for families and businesses for 
job creation.…

“Growth may be measured 
in the improved conditions by 
revitalizing homes and com-
mercial properties. Growth may 
not always be in large numbers, 
but growing wealth  or the tax 
base has to happen if we are to 
provide services as we now have 
them. The alternative would be 
to raise taxes or stop services.”

Several others spoke up and 
added to Rocca’s comments, 
asking the commissioners to 
adopt the plan, including the 
Colby Mayor Gary Adrian, 
Farmers and Merchants Bank 
President Brent Wiedeman and 
Wes Bainter of Hoxie, who plans 
to build a senior living complex 
in Colby. Bainter said he has had 
experience in other counties that 
have adopted the plan.

“It’s one way to keep incen-
tives fair for new and current 
property owners,” he said, 
adding that if Thomas County 
adopts the plan, it shouldn’t re-
strict the area like Ellis County.

“Make it available to every-
one,” he advised.

Kevin Juenemann of Colby 
said he works for a division 
of Manatron, writing software 

for county government. He de-
signed a Neighborhood Revital-
ization Plan software program 
for the company, said County 
Clerk Shelly Harms.

“I’ve seen the program be 
adopted in other counties,” he 
said, “and I’m not sure it is the 
best program for all counties. I 
strongly encourage the county 
to carefully look into it before 
making any decisions.”

He rebutted Rocca’s state-
ment that the plan does not af-
fect property taxes, saying that 
the county should plan to give 
up about 55 percent of property 
taxes for all new construction 
and improvements on projects 
under the Revitalization Plan, 
including new construction 
which would have taken place 
without the incentives.

To break even over a 10-year 
period, he said, the program 
would have to more than double 
the amount of new construction,

Juenemann said the Kansas 
law does not allow for adjusting 
taxable values for budget or levy 
purposes and has no provisions 
to exclude Neighborhood Revi-
talization increments.

“You cannot adjust for the 
shortfalls in revenue due to the 
rebates that cannot be gained 
back,” he said, “and it would af-
fect the bottom line of the coun-
ty’s budget.”

After the meeting, he added: 
“The county would have to dou-
ble the amount of development 
to make up for the loss of prop-
erty taxes,” he said, “and based 
on what I’ve seen historically 
throughout the county, I don’t 
think that’s possible.”

He added that property taxes 
are only one factor that property 
owners consider when building 
or expanding, and the chance 
that this program would make or 

break a plan is rare.
“There are many reasons why 

a person would decide to move 
to Thomas County, or Colby.” 
he said. “As it was discussed, 
Thomas County is a thriving 
and progressive community. 
Chances are, new construction 
will continue with or without 
(this program).”

Another point that Juenemann 
made was that the program was 
developed to help blighted ar-
eas with no new construction. 
Before Thomas County can be 
accepted into the program, the 
county would have to declare 
the area as being blighted.

“I don’t think Thomas County 
is considered blighted,” he said.

“I disagree,” Rocca replied. 
“As a whole, northwest Kansas 
is a blighted area with a shrink-
ing population. From 2010 to 
2040, the census anticipates a 
29.2 percent decrease, while the 
rest of the state is expected to 
have a 13.5 percent increase. In 
addition, 33 percent of the popu-
lation is between the ages of 62 
and 65, and 60 percent of homes 
were built in 1969 or earlier.”

Although they were present, 
Harms and County Treasurer 
Donita Applebury did not speak 
at the meeting. However, at a 
previous meeting they said they 
are against the program.

Harms said she talked with 
other county clerks who work 
with the program, several of 
whom said the county should 
avoid the program because of 
the workload.

With the close of discussion, 
the commissioners thanked 
everyone and said they would 
make a decision at the end of the 
month. They encouraged every-
one to make their concerns and 
opinions known before then or 
at that meeting.

Next, Flentje went through what the fi rm 
believes are basics for the process. She said 
the city should have a facilitated process 
that gets input from each council member in 
a one-on-one interview and a 10- to 15-page 
recruitment profi le with a lot of detail.

She showed the council a sample of an-
other city’s recruitment profi le and how it 
listed  minimum and preferred qualifi ca-
tions and parameters of compensation, 
among other things.

Other basics Flentje mentioned were pre-
paring copy for ads, using a network to en-
courage people to apply, agreeing early on 
about base salary and benefi ts, getting ad-
vice about interviewing and doing formal 
background checks.

She said skills a candidate needs to have 
for this job include interpersonal skills and 
hopefully an unblemished record.

She said that making a mistake can be 
costly, so hiring a new manager is probably 
the most important decision the people on 
the council will make.

Flentje said her company, which she said 
is a Kansas-based human resources consult-
ing fi rm. All of its employees have worked 
with or for local governments for 15 to 20 
years, she said, it has a good network and 
has reasonably fees.

Councilman Fred Taylor asked if the city 
would be working with Flentje if they chose 
her fi rm, and she said it would.

Councilman Pat Mallory asked what the 
fi rm’s fee structure is and Flentje said it de-
pends on whether the city chooses to use 
optional services, but the range is $7,000 to 
$13,000 or $14,000. Hutfl es asked if those 
prices included advertising and she said no, 
that would be the city’s responsibility.

Mallory asked what the typical turnaround 
time is, and Flentje said 12 to 14 weeks de-
pending on the city’s availability.

Flentje then asked the council its thoughts 
on employee and citizen involvement. 
Councilman Mark Beringer said he wasn’t 
interested in involving citizens but thought 
involving the staff could be a good idea. 
Councilman Mike Hake agreed about staff.

Councilman Dave Voss asked Flentje how 

many qualifi ed resumes she thinks the city 
will received; she said probably 20 to 30.

Taylor then asked how many resumes 
total the city could expect and she said it 
around 100.

Mayor Gary Adrian asked if the fi rm 
would want a job description and things the 
council would like immediately. Flentje said 
yes, but City Manager Carolyn Armstrong 
said the city doesn’t have one.

Adrian suggested that a few council 
members could come up with ideas for what 
should be in the job description, but Coun-
cilman Omar Weber said that they wouldn’t 
have to do that if they hire a fi rm.

The council’s next item of business was 
to make a decision between Peters and the 
Municipal League, but the members decided 
they wanted time to compare the proposals 
and decided to table the decision until the 
next meeting, which will be Tuesday.

In other business, the council approved an 
indirect sales agreement with Itron for water 
and electric meter upgrades. Armstrong said 
Itron is being purchased by Johnson Con-
trols, the main contractor for the upgrades.

National Weather Service
Tonight: A 20 percent chance 

of showers and thunderstorms 
before 1 a.m. Partly cloudy, with 
a low around 44. Southeast wind 
5 to 10 mph becoming west. 

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 73. West wind 5 to 10 
mph becoming south. 

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 45. South 
wind between 5 and 15 mph. 

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 71. Breezy, with a 
southwest wind 5 to 10 mph in-
creasing to between 20 and 25 
mph. Winds could gust as high 
as 35 mph.

Saturday Night: Partly 
cloudy and breezy, with a low 
around 44.

Sunday: A 30 percent chance 
of rain and thunderstorms. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 60. 

Sunday Night: A slight 
chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 36. Chance of 
precipitation is 20 percent.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 56. 

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 34. 

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 64. 

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 40. 

Wednesday: Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 70.

Wednesday: High, 60; Low 45
Precip: Wednesday 0.None
 Month: 1.84 inches
 Year:   3.51 inches
 Normal:  3.98 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Friday 7:09 a.m. 8:20 p.m.

Last quarter Moon at 5:50 a.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Area/State

Library offers authors 
for lunch this week

To celebrate National Library Week, 
each lunch hour this week, the Pioneer 
Memorial Library has had an author or 
speaker. The doors open for the last free 
lunch at 11:45 a.m. Friday. Children’s 
librarian Judy Kleinsorge and Friends 
board member Ann Miner will speak on 
“The Joys of Books,” focusing on “Tol-
stoy and the Purple Chair: My Year of 
Magical Reading” by Nina Sankovitch 
and “My Reading Life” by Pat Conroy.

The library will be closed for refur-
bishing from Wednesday through Friday, 
May 18. For information, call librarian 
Melanie Wilks at (785) 460-4470. 

Heartland students 
to put on Easter play 

Three performances of an Easter pro-
duction, “Three Days,” will be given at 
the Heartland Christian School gym, 
1995 W. Fourth St. The play will begin 
at 7 p.m. tonight and Friday and 4 p.m. 
Saturday. Donations will be accepted to 
help cover production costs. For infor-
mation, Deena Bandy at 460-6419.

Blood drive coming
to Community Building

A Colby community blood drive will 
be from noon to 6 p.m. today and 7:45 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Friday at the Commu-
nity Building. Go to redcrossblood.org 
or call (800) 733-2767 to schedule an 
appointment. Homemade muffi ns will 
be served. For information, call Bev 
Vaughn at 462-3861.

Economic Development 
to meet at 8 a.m. Friday

The Thomas County Economic De-
velopment Alliance board will meet at 
8 a.m. Friday in the meeting room at the 
county Offi ce Complex, 350 S. Range 
Ave. For information, call Christy Roc-
ca at 460-4511.

Bar to have fund-raising 
poker tourney Saturday

Twisters Bar and Grill, 735 E. Col-
lege Dr., will hold the annual Assault 
Poker Tournament on Saturday to raise 
money for Options, a nonprofi t domes-
tic and sexual assault services organiza-
tion serving northwest Kansas. Regis-
tration will begin at 1 p.m. and play at 
2 p.m. The suggested donation is $30 at 
the door or $25 during pre-registration. 
Contact Aimy Blake at (785) 462-0427 
for questions or to register.

Free ‘field day’
Saturday at museum

The High Plains chapter of the Kan-
sas Anthropological Association will 
co-sponsor a free afternoon of activities 
and displays at the Prairie Museum of 
Art and History from 1 to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday. Exhibits will include a mock 
paleolithic excavation, a chance to try 
your hand at throwing a spear with an 
atlatl and a stone-and-bone tool display; 
a Plains Indian hunting camp with tipi, 
hide tanning and stone tools; and an 
1880s land claim offi ce where you can 
register and locate your claim. Dona-
tions are always appreciated. For infor-
mation, call Rob Aiken at 443-4388 or 
Ann Miner at 462-6399.
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Sponsored by theTVTVTVListingsSaturday Evening April 14, 2012
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Titanic Local
KBSL/CBS CSI: NY The Mentalist 48 Hours Mystery Local
KSNK/NBC Escape Routes The Firm Law & Order: SVU Local Saturday Night Live
KSAS/FOX NASCAR Racing Alcatraz New Girl Local
Cable Channels

A & E Storage Storage Parking Parking Driving Driving Driving Driving Storage Storage
AMC The Bodyguard Officer-Gentle
ANIM Must Love Cats Tanked Tanked: Unfiltered Tanked Tanked: Unfiltered
BRAVO Housewives/OC Pretty Woman Pretty Woman
CMT Young Guns II Texas Women Southern Nights Texas Women Southern Nights
CNN Kids on Race: The Hi Piers Morgan Tonight CNN Newsroom Kids on Race: The Hi Piers Morgan Tonight

COMEDY Joe Dirt Wedding Crashers Stan Helsing
DISC Sons of Guns Jesse James Sons of Guns Jesse James Sons of Guns
DISN Radio Tangled Jessie ANT Farm Jessie Jessie Shake It Shake It Austin ANT Farm
E! I Now Pronounce You Khloe The Soup Chelsea Fashion Police

ESPN HS Basketball NBA Basketball SportsCenter
ESPN2 Auto Racing Baseball Tonight SportCtr E:60 Baseball Tonight
FAM Aladdin Beauty and the Beast The Karate Kid
FOOD Hunger Hits Home Chopped Chopped Iron Chef America Chopped
FX Mr. & Mrs. Smith Archer Archer Unsuper. Unsuper.

HGTV Candice Genevieve Color Interiors House Hunters House Hunters Color Interiors

HIST American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers
LIFE Gia The Client List Chris Gia
MTV Malibu's Most Wanted Movie America's Best Dance
NICK iCarly Rock iCarly Victoriou '70s Show '70s Show Friends Friends Friends Friends
SCI Indiana Jones Indiana Jones Dream Machines
SPIKE Rocky III Rocky IV Interview-Vamp
TBS Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang I Can Do Bad Kings
TCM The Fallen Idol A Night to Remember Crimson
TLC 20/20 on TLC 20/20 on TLC 20/20 on TLC 20/20 on TLC 20/20 on TLC
TNT American Gangster Mystic River
TOON Catch That Kid King/Hill Childrens Loiter Fam. Guy Boondocks Aqua Teen Hunger Force
TRAV Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures

TV LAND Home Imp. Home Imp. Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King King
USA NCIS NCIS NCIS Ocean's Thirteen
VH1 40 Greatest Pranks 3 Rock Star Stevie TV
WGN Funniest Home Videos Funniest Home Videos WGN News at Nine 30 Rock Scrubs Scrubs Chris

Premium Channels
HBO Horrible Bosses 24/7 Game of Thrones Horrible Bosses
MAX X-Men: First Class Alien Depravity Dangerous
SHOW Lara Croft-Life Piranha The Borgias Nurse
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Sunday Evening April 15, 2012
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Once Upon a Time Titanic GCB Local
KBSL/CBS The Amazing Race The Good Wife NYC 22 Local
KSNK/NBC Harry's Law Celebrity Apprentice Local Dateline NBC
KSAS/FOX Simpsons Burgers Fam. Guy Cleveland Local
Cable Channels

A & E Storage Storage Storage Storage Breakout Kings Breakout Kings Storage Storage
AMC North Country The Killing Mad Men The Killing Mad Men
ANIM River Monsters River Monsters River Monsters River Monsters River Monsters
BRAVO Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Shahs of Sunset Happens Housewives/Atl. Atlanta
CMT You've Got Mail Groundhog Day
CNN CNN Presents Piers Morgan Tonight CNN Newsroom CNN Presents Piers Morgan Tonight

COMEDY Wedding Crashers Dodgeball: Underdog South Pk Tosh.0 Key Futurama
DISC Frozen Planet MythBusters Unchained Reaction Frozen Planet MythBusters
DISN Austin Shake It ANT Farm Jessie Austin Jessie Shake It ANT Farm Wizards Wizards
E! Along Came Polly Khloe Ice-Coco Chelsea The Soup Khloe Ice-Coco

ESPN MLB Baseball SportsCenter SportCtr
ESPN2 NHRA Drag Racing E:60 NFL's Greatest Games Baseball
FAM Beauty and the Beast The Blind Side J. Osteen Ed Young
FOOD Cupcake Wars Chopped All-Stars Iron Chef America Restaurant Stakeout Chopped All-Stars
FX Mr. & Mrs. Smith The Bounty Hunter The Bounty Hunter

HGTV Holmes on Homes Holmes Inspection Holmes Inspection Holmes on Homes Holmes Inspection
HIST Titanic at 100 Full Metal Jousting Full Metal Jousting Titanic at 100
LIFE Blue-Eyed Butcher Army Wives The Client List Blue-Eyed Butcher
MTV Pauly D Punk'd 16 and Pregnant Savage U Savage U True Life True Life
NICK '70s Show '70s Show Nick News My Wife George George Friends Friends Friends Friends
SCI Indiana Jones War of the Worlds Signs
SPIKE Rocky IV Rambo Red Dragon
TBS I Can Do Bad I Can Do Bad
TCM A Star Is Born What Price Ask Fathe Among
TLC Medium Medium Medium Medium To Niecy To Niecy Medium Medium To Niecy To Niecy
TNT Gran Torino Gran Torino Falling Skies
TOON Level Up Level Up King/Hill King/Hill Chicken Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Loiter Squad
TRAV Baggage B Baggage B Hotel Impossible Last Resorts II The Layover Hotel Impossible

TV LAND M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King
USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Raidrs-Lost Ark
VH1 Mob Wives Tough Love Mob Wives Stevie TV Tough Love Mob Wives
WGN How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met News/Nine Replay The Unit Monk

Premium Channels
HBO Horrible Bosses Game of Thrones Eastbound Girls Game of Thrones Eastbound Girls
MAX Get Him to the Greek Arthur
SHOW The Big C Nurse Nurse The Big C The Borgias Nurse The Big C The Borgias
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Council hears from second firm
From “COUNCIL,” Page 1

Crowd hears pros, cons of incentives
From “CROWD,” Page 1


