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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight: A 50 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Patchy fog after 4 a.m. Other-
wise, cloudy, with a low around
46. Breezy, with a south wind
between 15 and 20 mph, with
gusts as high as 30 mph.

Thursday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms before 1 p.m. Patchy fog
before 7 a.m. Otherwise, cloudy,
then gradually becoming mostly
sunny, with a high near 76.
South wind around 15 mph.

Thursday Night: A 20 per-
cent chance of showers and
thunderstorms before 1 a.m.
Partly cloudy, with a low around
46. Southwest wind between 10
and 15 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 71. Southwest wind
between 5 and 15 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 45.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 69.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 44.

Sunday: A 40 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near
60

Sunday Night: A 30 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 39.

Monday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Partly sunny, with a high
near 57.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 36.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 62.

Monday: High, 68; Low 35
Tuesday: High, 64; Low 37

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday None
Month: 1.84 inches
Year: 3.51 inches
Normal: ~ 3.98 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 711 am. 8:20 p.m.

Moon: waning, 58 percent

Council OKs

From “CITY,” Page 1

arbecue

partment of Transportation for a geometric im-

Electric for $171,500. Armstrong said she had
Gordon Gilbert, assistant director of public utili-
ties, check the references on the company and he
received good reviews from other cities.

Councilman Tim Hutfles asked if the firm missed
pricing something, because their offer was at least
$100,000 below all of the other bids. Councilman
Fred Taylor said he didn’t think so, adding that he
didn’t know anything about the firm because Mid-
West Energy has never used them. He said a lot of
contractors are hungry right now, though.

* Awarded a bid for light-emitting diode Christ-
mas lighting materials to Holidynamics from
Omabha for $8,789. Armstrong said the bid from
Christmas Lights Etc. from Alpharetta, Ga., was
lower, but it was based on dimmable lights, which
she doesn’t think the city needs, and did not have
a three-year warranty. She also said the bid from
Holidynamics has been approved by the Kansas
Corporation Commission. A councilman asked
where these lights will go and Armstrong said they
will go on the water tower, swimming pool build-
ings and buildings and light poles downtown.

* Approved an application to the Kansas De-

Avenue.

$30,000.

provement grant to put concrete paving on U.S.
24 (Fourth Street) from School Avenue to Lincoln

* Authorized Adrian to sign a deed to the Catho-
lic Diocese of Salina on land west of the Catholic
cemetery in trade for land east of the ball fields.

e Awarded bids for materials for the distribu-
tion power line improvement project for $91,289.
Armstrong said they selected the lowest price out
of bids for northern red pine poles rather than for
southern yellow pine poles, at the request of the
city crew. Gilbert said they are a lighter weight
and they’re easier to climb.

* Approved an agreement for engineering ser-
vices with Kirkham Michael for the joint and
crack fill project at Colby Shalz Field. Armstrong
said the city has a grant from the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Division of Aviation
for $72,000 and the city’s share will be $18,000
plus design engineering for $12,000 for a total of

* Approved an upgrade of city workstations and
laptop computers for $18,500, which includes
purchasing 10 used systems and 10 new systems
based on the amount and type of use.

County questions ferret plan

From “COUNTY,” Page 1

since 1903 giving townships the
power to eradicate prairie dogs.
Several Kansas counties have
invoked “Home Rule” powers
and have been able to use those
powers to deal with prairie-dog
problems.

The black-footed ferrets, a
natural enemy of the prairie
dog, were introduced into Lo-
gan County by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

The introduction of the ferrets
can stop prairie dog eradication
and control measures in their
tracks. The service no longer al-
lows the chemical Rozol to be
used within a 90-foot boundary
around most of one release site.
Now that area is limited to the
use of zinc phosphide.

Zinc is on average, only 60
to 65 percent effective, and ap-
plicators say that equates to no
control at all.

Prior notification to the public
must be given if the endangered
species is going to be released
into an area. Landowners who
are fighting to control the prai-
rie dogs say the ferrets were
introduced without proper noti-
fication and under the cover of
darkness in December 2007.

Landowners say the service
introduced the ferret without re-
gard to Kansas law and without
regard to ongoing litigation over
prairie dogs on private land in
Logan County.

Trustees or commissioners
are to perform their duties un-
der the prairie dog law within
15 days after the date specified
in a written notice given to the
owner of infested property if the
landowner does not make an ef-
fort to control the critters.

One hundred thirteen black
footed ferrets have been released

into prairie-dog infested acreage
in Logan County since Decem-
ber 2007, the Wildlife Service
said. They were supposed to re-
produce their numbers while eat-
ing prairie dogs. An adult ferret
can consume about half of one
prairie dog a day. The original
113 ferrets, which were reared
in captivity, have produced a
minimum of 42 offspring born
in the wild in Logan County.

Of the 155 ferrets, the number
surviving now stands at 22, ac-
cording to the official count by
the federal agency this spring.
The numbers have been de-
creasing since the fall of 2010.
Officials said the service consid-
ers Logan County to be one of
its most successful sites.

Proponents of prairie dog
control are saying there are too
many natural predators in the
area for ferrets to survive here.
Wildlife experts say the num-
bers will increase after breeding
season because the fall numbers
are nearly always higher than
the spring count. That was not
the case last year, however.

In the spring of 2011, wildlife
officials counted 43 ferrets. By
August, they counted only 32,
and in a recount in September
of the same year, the service lo-
cated only 29.

Normally, state money is
available to help with pest con-
trol, but right now landowners
are footing the bill for all Ro-
zol applications. A commis-
sioner asked how much the state
planned to spend in the county
this year, but the state represen-
tative said he didn’t have the
answer.

Carl Uhrich, chairman of the
Logan County commissioners,
told the visiting officials that the
cost to farmers to treat prairie
dogs on surrounding property is
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increasing dramatically.

“Since the ferrets were intro-
duced,” Uhrich said, “the coun-
ty has sold $275,000 worth of
Rozol. That’s money taken out
of our local economy. You guys
need to do a better job, because
the ferrets keep us from control-
ling the prairie dogs, and we’re
limited to what we can do.

“In your report, there were 45
ferrets in the fall of 2010; 32 in
2011 and only 22 in this spring’s
count report. Do you expect to
have only 11 next year?

“If you want to save the black-
footed ferret, why don’t you trap
the 22 that’s left and take them
out of here?”

Mr. Grant, the property-rights
lawyer, reminded the federal
representatives that there was no
report of any economic analysis
on the impacts of their project on
adjoining property, though eco-
nomic valuations are required.
The service did not respond.

“In the last two weeks of
the Rozol application season,”
Commissioner Ulrich said, “one
landowner spent $5,000 for Ro-
zol. Did you get that report?”
One official replied, “no.”

“I think you’re getting the re-
ports,” Ulrich said, “but maybe
you should be reading them.”

The commissioners then
asked if the federal agency will
be renewing their application
for the ferret experiment. Rep-
resentatives responded that they
probably would. There could be
natural population crashes, they
said, but they saw nothing to in-
dicate a failure of the program.

Uhrich then asked if they
would be available for another
meeting after the fall ferret
count, and before the experi-
ment is supposed to end. The
representatives said that would
be possible, but no date was set.

Friday Evening

462-3861.

at 462-6399.

Briefly)

Library offers authors for lunch this week

To celebrate National Library Week, each lunch hour this week, the
Pioneer Memorial Library will feature an author or special speaker. The
doors open for a free lunch at 11:45 a.m. Thursday, retired librarian Joanne
Sunderman will discuss the book “Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Mad-
ness, Medicine and the Murder of a President,” by Candice Millard. For
information, call librarian Melanie Wilks at (785) 460-4470.

Prairie Museum features art club’s work

The Prairie Museum of Art and History will have a free exhibit by mem-
bers of the High Plains Art Club through May. The works include oils,
acrylics, watercolors, mixed media and ceramics and range in subject from
landscapes to portraits to flowers. Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to
Friday and 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Call Ann Miner at the mu-
seum, 460-4590, for information.

City to start separate pickup for clippings

The City of Colby will start separating grass from household trash on
Monday, April 23. Leave your grass clippings unbagged in a tipper can
marked “Grass,” and have cans to the curb by 8 a.m. on your trash day. For
information, call Anita Powell at Public Works, (785) 460-4420.

Senior center offers potato bar, bake sale

The Senior Progress Center will have a potato bar, bake sale and coin
raffle fund raiser from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday at the center in Fike Park.
Come for dinner and check out the goodies. For information, contact Kaila
DeBoer at 460-2901.

Kindergartners to put on show for town

Colby Grade School kindergartners invite everyone to a free show, “A
Day in the Country,” at 7 p.m. Thursday in the Grade School Auditorium.
For information, call music teacher Jennifer Koel at 460-5100.

Master Gardeners will give tips at classes
Thomas County Extension Master Gardeners will hold a four-week gar-
dening and lawn care series at 7 p.m. Thursdays beginning this week at
the Thomas County Office Complex meeting room. Dates and topics are:
this week, weed control in lawns; April 19, selecting vegetables — what
and when to plant (at the 4-H building); April 26, selecting annuals and
perennials; May 3, insect control. For information, call county Agent Clint
Milliman at 460-4582.

Heartland students to put on play for Easter
Three performances of an Easter production, “Three Days,” will be
given at the Heartland Christian School gym, 1995 W. Fourth St. The play
will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday and 4 p.m. Saturday. Donations
will be accepted to help cover production costs. For information, Deena
Bandy at 460-6419.

Blood drive coming to Community Building

A Colby community blood drive will be from noon to 6 p.m. Thurs-
day and 7:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Friday at the Community Building. Go
to redcrossblood.org or call (800) 733-2767 to schedule an appointment.
Homemade muffins will be served. For information, call Bev Vaughn at

Economic Development to meet on Friday

The Thomas County Economic Development Alliance board will meet
at 8 a.m. Friday in the meeting room at the county Office Complex, 350 S.
Range Ave. For information, call Christy Rocca at 460-4511.

Bar to sponsor fund-raising poker tourney

Twisters Bar and Grill, 735 E. College Dr., will hold the annual Assault
Poker Tournament on Saturday to raise money for Options, a nonprofit do-
mestic and sexual assault services organization serving northwest Kansas.
Registration will begin at 1 p.m. and play at 2 p.m. The suggested donation
is $30 at the door or $25 during pre-registation. Cash and other prizes to be
given away. Call Aimy Blake at (785) 462-0427 to register.

Free “field day” Saturday at Prairie Museum
The High Plains chapter of the Kansas Anthropological Association will
co-sponsor a free afternoon of activities and displays at the Prairie Mu-
seum of Art and History from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday. Exhibits will include a
mock paleolithic excavation, a chance to try your hand at throwing a spear
with an atlatl and a stone-and-bone tool display; a Plains Indian hunting
camp with tipi, hide tanning and stone tools; and an 1880s land claim of-
fice where you can register and locate your claim. Donations are always
appreciated. For information, call Rob Aiken at 443-4388 or Ann Miner
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