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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/08

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 3/07

The Moment of Truth
Assume you’re in three notrump and West leads 

the deuce of hearts. You play dummy’s jack, hop-
ing West has led from the K-Q, but East produces 
the king, and you duck. East returns the heart 
three, and you play low again. West wins with 
the ten and continues with a third heart, forcing 
out your ace.

You have been looking at eight sure tricks right 
from the start, and the ninth trick seems all but 
assured. Indeed, with any luck at all, you’ll wind 
up with an overtrick. But when you lead a low di-
amond to the queen and another back to the ace, 
West discards a spade, and making the contract is 
now far from certain.

The outcome boils down to scoring four club 
tricks, so you cash the K-Q of clubs and lead your 
last club, on which West plays the nine.

This brings you to the moment of truth. If West 
has the jack, you should play dummy’s ten; if 
East has the jack, you should play the ace. Deci-
sions of this kind are seldom a tossup; there is 
nearly always a reason for favoring one play over 
the other. This case is no exception, as there is a 
good clue to lean on. 

It all goes back to West’s opening lead. Pre-
sumably, West would have led from a five-card 
suit if he had one. His lead of the heart deuce 
indicated a four-card suit, and this was confirmed 
by East’s return of the three, showing that he also 
had four hearts.

Once it is conceded that West doesn’t have a 
five-card suit, it follows that his original distri-
bution was 4-4-1-4 (since he showed out on the 
second diamond lead). Finessing the ten of clubs 
therefore becomes the right play.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have a 9-year-old daugh-
ter who reminds me of myself as a child. I was an 
only child and lonely, and now despite wanting a 
big family we have been blessed only with one. 
She is just as lonely as I was, despite our efforts 
to surround her with kids since she was a baby. 
Her classmates don’t seem to take to her, and she 
often comes home crying that she was the last 
one chosen or had to sit alone at lunch. How do I 
end this nightmare? – S.M.

Dear S.M.: I can hear the painful feelings in 
your letter, and I understand you are reliving the 
nightmare of your lonely childhood. But before 
you start probing where she is coming from and 
whether it’s the same spot you were, you need 
to give your daughter the opportunity to deviate 
from the script. And at this point it may mean 
stopping the play dates and pre-chosen friends, 
and letting her be alone for a while. Then you can 
work on her social skills and what she has to offer 
classmates in terms of a nice, fun child who is not 
the same as you were.

Perhaps you can take some strength from that 
and move on to living your own life not dragged 
down by your old baggage and watching your 
child like a hawk for signs of being her mother’s 
daughter. Help your daughter identify one or two 
girls she’d like to be friends with, and give her 
the tools she needs to invite them to a fun week-
end activity. It can include the whole family, if 
that makes her comfortable. But you can step 
back and let the girls have time together to relax 
and play. You might be surprised how they find 
their way to things they like about each other. 

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am upset about what has 
happened to our extended-family dinners. We’ve 
always met for Sunday dinner with our family of 
four and my brother’s family of three. Now that 
our kids are teens, they should be able to behave. 
Instead, they’ve turned it into a battleground of 
kids against their parents. Help! – V.A.

Dear V.A.: One thing can be said for the Oc-
cupy movement: It undoubtedly has shaken up a 
lot of family dinners, where the biggest contro-
versy used to be who got the last dinner roll. So 
for what it’s worth, you are not alone. It is under-
standable you are upset about the way things have 
developed. Family dinners have been endangered 
by our fast-paced, fragmented lives. Getting ev-
eryone together is the glue that bonds relatives to 
one another, and we have all heard that families 
who dine together stay together. But if the ritual 
becomes a battleground, is it worthwhile?

I think you can salvage the family dinner if you 
all observe a few ground rules. No yelling or dis-
respectful comments – and that goes for adults, 
too. Beyond that, there’s no reason why you 
shouldn’t allow your children to express them-
selves. It’s great they are developing their own 
attitudes and taking an interest in something out-
side of themselves and teenage obsessions. Try 
not to think of them as misbehaving – they are 
trying to spread their wings, and if your response 
is to attempt to shut them down, you may regret it 
later, when they have given up and stopped com-
municating with the family.

(c) 2012 by King Features Syndicate

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Ask
Dr. Brothers
•

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

Lonely child
lacks friends

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


