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IDON'T GET HOW
BEETLE CAN HIDE
.2, FROM SARGE IN

THESE GARBAGE
CANS

THERE'S NOTANY
ROOM IN THEM
AND IT'5 VERY
UNCOMFORTABLE
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I KNOW HE'S NOT

A GREATSOLDIER,
BUT I THINK SARGE
WILL BE SORRY HE
THREW HIM AWAY

Blondie ® Chic Young
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THEY ACTUALLY ACCUSED ME
OF DOING [T TO BREAK My OWN
XTRESS

PERSONAL GUTTER BALL RECORD

ACTUALLY, THAT'S SOMETHING YOU

MIGHT DO, HONEY )~ SN IFTER ﬂ

ROLLING 8 LEGITIMATE
GUTTER BALLS IN A ROW,

WHO WOULDN'T TAKE

www.Blondie.com

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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DEAL ON HIS
DOGHOUSE.
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Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

SO YOU'RE UPSET YOU CAN'T BOND
WITH THE LOUDMOUTH
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IT'S NOT THAT )OF THE GUYS, EVEN AS

IT'S JUST I'VE NEVER
BEEN ABLE TO BE ONE
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WHO WANTS
TO TRADE
“HAPPY DAYS”
\CARDS INSTEADZ

JAPANESE
RESTAURANT(

MAN! THAT WAS Ygep
A GOOD DINNER!
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Zits ®* Jim Borgman &

Jerry Scott
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MORE IN THREE STATES
THIS NEEKEND?

NO OFFENSE, GLAPTO
BUT TSNICETO \ PROVIDE
KNOW SOMEONE THe
WITH A MOM PERSPECTIVE.

WHOS CRAZIER
THAN MINE..
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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

oy child

lacks friends

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have a 9-year-old daugh-
ter who reminds me of myself as a child. I was an
only child and lonely, and now despite wanting a
big family we have been blessed only with one.
She is just as lonely as I was, despite our efforts
to surround her with kids since she was a baby.
Her classmates don’t seem to take to her, and she
often comes home crying that she was the last
one chosen or had to sit alone at lunch. How do I
end this nightmare? — S.M.

Dear S.M.: I can hear the painful feelings in
your letter, and I understand you are reliving the
nightmare of your lonely childhood. But before
you start probing where she is coming from and
whether it’s the same spot you were, you need
to give your daughter the opportunity to deviate
from the script. And at this point it may mean
stopping the play dates and pre-chosen friends,
and letting her be alone for a while. Then you can
work on her social skills and what she has to offer
classmates in terms of a nice, fun child who is not
the same as you were.

Perhaps you can take some strength from that
and move on to living your own life not dragged
down by your old baggage and watching your
child like a hawk for signs of being her mother’s
daughter. Help your daughter identify one or two
girls she’d like to be friends with, and give her
the tools she needs to invite them to a fun week-
end activity. It can include the whole family, if
that makes her comfortable. But you can step
back and let the girls have time together to relax
and play. You might be surprised how they find
their way to things they like about each other.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am upset about what has
happened to our extended-family dinners. We’ve
always met for Sunday dinner with our family of
four and my brother’s family of three. Now that
our kids are teens, they should be able to behave.
Instead, they’ve turned it into a battleground of
kids against their parents. Help! — V.A.

Dear V.A.: One thing can be said for the Oc-
cupy movement: It undoubtedly has shaken up a
lot of family dinners, where the biggest contro-
versy used to be who got the last dinner roll. So
for what it’s worth, you are not alone. It is under-
standable you are upset about the way things have
developed. Family dinners have been endangered
by our fast-paced, fragmented lives. Getting ev-
eryone together is the glue that bonds relatives to
one another, and we have all heard that families
who dine together stay together. But if the ritual
becomes a battleground, is it worthwhile?

I think you can salvage the family dinner if you
all observe a few ground rules. No yelling or dis-
respectful comments — and that goes for adults,
too. Beyond that, there’s no reason why you
shouldn’t allow your children to express them-
selves. It’s great they are developing their own
attitudes and taking an interest in something out-
side of themselves and teenage obsessions. Try
not to think of them as misbehaving — they are
trying to spread their wings, and if your response
is to attempt to shut them down, you may regret it
later, when they have given up and stopped com-
municating with the family.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
#8854
w6

EAST
#KQ9
¥K943
€J1064

#*JO62 »74

SOUTH

®A1006

YA87

®A8S52

#K Q3
The bidding:
East South
Pass 1 NT
Opening lead

The Moment of Truth

Assume you’re in three notrump and West leads
the deuce of hearts. You play dummy’s jack, hop-
ing West has led from the K-Q, but East produces
the king, and you duck. East returns the heart
three, and you play low again. West wins with
the ten and continues with a third heart, forcing
out your ace.

You have been looking at eight sure tricks right
from the start, and the ninth trick seems all but
assured. Indeed, with any luck at all, you’ll wind
up with an overtrick. But when you lead a low di-
amond to the queen and another back to the ace,
West discards a spade, and making the contract is
now far from certain.

The outcome boils down to scoring four club
tricks, so you cash the K-Q of clubs and lead your
last club, on which West plays the nine.

This brings you to the moment of truth. If West
has the jack, you should play dummy’s ten; if
East has the jack, you should play the ace. Deci-
sions of this kind are seldom a tossup; there is
nearly always a reason for favoring one play over
the other. This case is no exception, as there is a
good clue to lean on.

It all goes back to West’s opening lead. Pre-
sumably, West would have led from a five-card
suit if he had one. His lead of the heart deuce
indicated a four-card suit, and this was confirmed
by East’s return of the three, showing that he also
had four hearts.

Once it is conceded that West doesn’t have a
five-card suit, it follows that his original distri-
bution was 4-4-1-4 (since he showed out on the
second diamond lead). Finessing the ten of clubs
therefore becomes the right play.

(¢)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

West North
Pass 3NT
two of hearts.

Family Circus ° Bil Keane

© 2012 Bil Keane, Inc.
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“When | grow up | hope this
is gonna be one of our

good ol’

days.”

Conceptis Sudoku ° Dave Green
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Difficulty Level

* k&

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BECAUSE THOSE TWO
HOSPITAL EMPLOYEES ARE WASHING ITEMS
VERY VIGOROUSLY, ARE THEY SCRUB NURSES?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals V

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS
1 Paddock
papa
5 Rotating
part
8 Lateen-
rigged
boat
12 Mid-
eastern
gulf
13 “The
Greatest”
14 Architect
Saarinen
15 Paper
quantity
16 Under the
weather
17 George
Herman
Ruth
18 Damage
20 Praise
highly
22 Con-
clusive
proof
26 Grip
29 Trigger’s
rider
30 Id coun-
terpart
31 See 36-
Across
32 Victory
33 Auction
34 —out a
living
35 Lubricate

36 With 31- 55 Dilbert’s
Across, work-
1957 Pat place
Boone hit

37 Forefront DOWN
of activity 1 Ganges

40 From garment
square 2 Footnote
one word

41 Etta 3 Harvest
James 4 As a
classic group

45 “The 5 Egypt’s
Forsyte capital

g 6 The

47 $ whole
dispenser enchilada

49 Perjurer 7 Top prize

50 Paradise on many

51 Unruly recent
group game

52 Advan- shows
tage 8 Fix, as

53 “The Da software
Vinci —” 9 Hats

54 “Mayday!” 10 Sphere

Solution time: 25 mins.
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11 Misery
19 Mischie-
vous
tyke
21 Whatever

number

23 Baleen
whale’s
fodder

24 Wrinkly
citrus

25 Christ-
mas
refrain

26 Staff
leader?

27 Norse
trickster
god

28 Did a
mean
job?

32 Some
Native
American
homes

33 Relieved

35 Individual

36 Pismire

38 Crazy

39 Poetic
feet

42 Staffer

43 Droops

44 “Star —”

45 Moment

46 Commo-
tion

48 Exces-
sively
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