
Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Dear Heloise: A hint that I do when I’m do-
ing a lot of baking: When something uses several 
eggs, I steal an egg white and freeze it to use later 
in something, like divinity, that uses only the 
whites. – Helen in Madison, Ala.

Helen, this is a useful hint. Readers, here’s how 
to freeze your egg whites: Break and separate your 
eggs, making sure there is NO yolk in the whites. 
Place the egg whites in a freezer-safe container. 
Make sure to label the number of whites and the 
date. You even can freeze individual egg whites 
in an ice-cube tray and then transfer to a larger 
container. Use the thawed egg whites in dishes 
that you are cooking. – Heloise

REMOVING ODORS
Dear Readers: There are many different hints 

you have sent in through the years about remov-
ing onion odor from your hands. Here’s a sample 
of what we have received:

• Rub your hands on anything in your kitchen 
that is made of stainless steel.

• Wash your hands with shaving cream.
• Rub salt over your hands and rinse with cold 

water.
• Place a small dab of toothpaste on your fin-

gertips, rub and rinse.
• Use lemon, vinegar or a sprinkle of baking 

soda in your hands to scrub, and then rinse! – He-
loise

STORING POTATOES
Dear Heloise: What is the best way to store po-

tatoes? – Erin M., Hammond, Ind.
There are several hints for storing potatoes. 

The United States Potato Board states that pota-
toes should be kept in a cool (45-55 degrees Fahr-
enheit), ventilated space. Keep them out of bright 
light, and don’t wash them before storing. 

Potatoes stored at room temperature will last a 
week or so, but in a paper bag or perforated plas-
tic bag, the shelf life will be longer.

Do not store potatoes in the refrigerator. The 
starch in the potato converts to sugar, and the 
green on the skin is a reaction to too much light. 
Cut away slight greening before cooking. – He-
loise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com    

CHINA-CABINET LIGHT
Dear Heloise: Most glass-fronted china or curio 

cabinets have lights inside them. Very rarely are 
they regularly lit, because you have to go to the 
cabinet itself and turn the switch on. I installed 
a timer so that the light will come on by itself 
and highlight some of the special items for a few 
hours each night. – Ann G., via email 

COCOA STORAGE
Dear Heloise: Have you ever needed to get 

some cocoa out for a recipe? The metal cans have 
openings that are too small to put measuring 
spoons into. So, I take the cocoa and transfer it 
into a handy plastic container with a tight-fitting 
lid. Now, it’s a snap to measure out the amount I 
need! – Dee Dee D., via email

(c)2012 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Pilfer egg whites
to freeze for later

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 3/07

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

The Slam-Double Convention
When a small slam is bid, the difference be-

tween making it and losing it ordinarily ranges 
from 1,000 to 1,800 points, depending mostly on 
vulnerability. Slams are therefore deemed worthy 
of the closest possible attention by both sides.

Consistent with the importance of slam hands, 
several special defensive weapons have been de-
veloped through the years to increase the chance 
of defeating an enemy slam. One of the most 
important of these understandings is that when a 
defender not on lead doubles a slam voluntarily 
reached by the opposition, he is asking partner to 
lead, or sometimes not to lead, a specific suit.

The advantage of this convention can be seen 
in the accompanying deal. South makes the slam 
if West leads a heart, the suit East has bid. But 
East’s double forbids the normal heart lead and 
calls instead for an unusual lead. 

In this case, it is not difficult for West, with 
six cards in the suit North opened, to deduce that 
East’s reason for forbidding a heart lead is that 
he can ruff a club. So West leads a club, and East 
ruffs and cashes a heart to put the contract down 
one – 200 points. With a heart lead, South would 
score 1,660 points at Chicago or duplicate scor-
ing.

It must be granted that on some occasions, de-
clarer might make the doubled slam despite the 
opening lead (if North or South were void of 
hearts in the actual deal, for example). But this 
occasional small loss is a very cheap price to pay 
for bringing about the defeat of many slams that 
would otherwise succeed.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker
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