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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service
Tonight: A 40 percent chance
of snow after 9 p.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 25.
North wind between 10 and 15
mph. New snow accumulation of
less than a half inch possible.

Friday: A 20 percent chance
of snow before noon. Partly sun-
ny, with a high near 43. North
wind around 15 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 21. West wind
around 15 mph.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 49. Breezy, with a
west wind between 15 and 20
mph, with gusts as high as 30
mph.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 29.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 59.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 31.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 67.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 34.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 68.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 36.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 53.

Wednesday: High, 60; Low 21
Precip: Wednesday None
Month: None
Year: 0.39 inches
Normal: 2.1 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Friday 7:15a.m. 6:38 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 66 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Auditors talk with college board

From “AUDITORS,” Page 1

ing occurred in the adult basic
education and adult supplemen-
tal education line items.

Alan Waites, vice president
of business affairs and chief fi-
nancial officer, said the reason
the college was over budget at
one point during the year was
because of transfers between
funds.

“From a budget standpoint,
we have to count not only ex-
penditures, but transfers be-
tween funds as an expenditure,”
Staats said.

He told the board that due to
the amount of federal money the
college receives, the company
was required to audit compli-
ance with federal regulations.

Going through a summary
sheet, Staats said the firm found
that the college didn’t clearly
identify or label all Title III
money, and it didn’t properly
follow up on its repayment plan
for student loans and didn’t con-
sistently conduct financial-aid
exit interviews.

Staats then discussed a two-
page management letter, which
said the college has lost some
oversight over journal entries
due to a change in presidents.
Staats said the firm recommends
that the president review journal
entries made by the chief finan-
cial officer, Waites.

The letter said the collection
procedure in accounts receiv-
able is subpar. The firm recom-
mended better procedures and
tighter controls over billing and
collection of accounts due.

Board Chairman Kenton
Krehbiel asked what had caused
the buildup in accounts receiv-
able, and President Stephen
Vacik said it’s mostly due to
outstanding student bills.

“A student comes in, signs up
for classes, is here for a month
and a half, they leave and never
pay their bill,” Vacik said. “And
historically, I think we’ve not
always been as aggressive as we

Man dies of injuries
from Kansas tornado

HARVEYVILLE (AP) - A
man injured in a tornado that hit
this small eastern Kansas town
has died as volunteers were to be-
gin helping Harveyville recover
from a destructive tornado.

Sharon Watson, a spokes-
woman for the state adjutant gen-
eral, said 53-year-old Richard D.
Slade died Wednesday evening
at Stormont-Vail Hospital in To-
peka.

She says Slade was injured
when his home collapsed on him
during the tornado Tuesday in
the Wabaunsee County town. He
was airlifted to the hospital, but
the decision was made to take

him off life support Wednesday
afternoon.

Five other people treated at
hospitals after the tornado have
been released. Eight others were
treated in Harveyville after the
storm.

Emergency officials say any-
one wanting to work in the town
can check in at the Mission Valley
School in Eskridge beginning to-
day. Only residents were allowed
into the town Wednesday.

The United Way says volun-
teers will need to sign liability
release forms. They will receive
wrist bands and get a safety brief-
ing before being taken to town.

could....”

Waites agreed, saying col-
lections have been a problem
for about seven years. He said
it needs to be addressed. Vacik
said the college is going to be-
gin chasing down these students
now to get their bills taken care
of.

Staats said the firm recom-
mends that the college gets some
sort of system in place that’s
automatic, like a computer pro-
gram where a letter is sent out to
these students who owe money.

Staats said the firm noted that
the college has not had an actu-
ary analysis done of its post-em-
ployment benefits.

“It’s a computation of liabili-
ties that you might potentially
have in the future because of
some of the post-employment
benefits the college offers,” he
said.

Spence took over the presen-
tation to go through the gover-
nance letter, which she said cov-
ers items that are not material
weaknesses or significant defi-
ciencies, but the firm still feels
are important.

The main item of the letter
was about the student financial
aid audit. Spence said checks
had been issued prior to money
being received. She said the firm
recommends making sure the
funds are received before issu-
ing a check.

She also noted that some of
the financial aid verification
worksheets were not completed
in full. Spence said these work-
sheets should be reviewed by
another staff member to ensure
that they are entirely filled out.

Spence said the firm noted a

small variance between the ac-
tual amount of encumbrances
and what was reported in the fi-
nancial statement.

“It was determined that this
was basically due to rounding
and basically to make book-
keeping easier on a monthly ba-
sis,” Spence said.

She said monthly rounding is
still OK, but at year end, encum-
brances need to be recorded at
their actual amount.

Another area the firm cited
was accounts payable, which
Spence said had some payables,
money owed to vendors, that
were 90 days old as of June 30.
The firm recommends that the
board monitor the aging of those
balances.

In the payroll process, Spen-
ce said, the firm recommends
strengthening the controls over
payroll and have an independent
party review each payroll after it
has been prepared.

“I know this is being done
now,” she said. “We just need
documentation that it’s being
done. We want initial and date
as evidence of that review.”

To ease cash-flow problems,
Spence said, the firm is recom-
mending the college takes steps
to cut expenditures and bring
them in line with the amount of
revenue generated.

Spence said the firm is look-
ing for documentation that the
college complies with a Kansas
law that says the college has to
use vendors that comply with
the Kansas nondiscrimination
laws.

She ended her presentation
with prior-year items and com-
ments that have not been ad-

dressed.

“We like to see the board take
action of some sort on these
comments, ... to either imple-
ment them or choose not to im-
plement them...,” she said.

Staats spoke to the board one
more time to reiterate a couple
of things. He reminded the board
that the firm’s contract says that
the college will have its financial
records to the firm by September
so that the firm is not doing the
audit during tax season.

He also reiterated that the col-
lege needs to watch its expenses
and said it’s important to build
revenues wherever it can and cut
the expenses wherever it can.

Krehbiel then asked for a mo-
tion on the report, and trustee
Nick Wells moved to table it for
one month. Arlen Leiker, board
treasurer and vice chair. said the
board has done that in the past,
but Krehbiel said they are be-
hind on this and probably should
have had it done several months
ago. He said the board had sev-
eral days to look at and asked
if there were any other reasons
the members wanted to look at
it further.

No one answered, but Leiker
seconded Wells’ motion.

College attorney John Gatz
told the board that if the report
was tabled, they could discuss
it at any time, but if they are
hoping to change something in
it, they will mostly likely have
to ask the auditors to do that. In
that case, he said, tabling will
not help them.

Krehbiel then took a voice
vote and the motion passed 4-2.

Pulling
the plug

Bobby Gilbery of Maguire
Iron, from Sioux Falls, S.D.,
said his crew just happened
to schedule an annual in-
spection of Colby’s water
tower on a windy day Tues-
day. He had just come down
from the top. The water
blowing out the tank’s bot-

tom was from a drain port.
MARIAN BALLARD
Colby Free Press

Briefily
‘World Day of Prayer’

scheduled in two towns

World Day of Prayer will be observed
in Colby at noon Friday with a luncheon
and worship service at the United Meth-
odist Church involving women from
several area churches. This year’s ser-
vice was written by Malaysian women;
the theme is “Let Justice Prevail.” All
area church women are invited. A salad
luncheon will be provided by the United
Methodist Women. For information, call
Millie Horlacher at 462-3104.

A service for the Brewster area will
be held at the Brewster United Method-
ist Church, 202 Nebraska. Fellowship
begins at 9:30 a.m., with a worship ser-
vice at 10 for both men and women. For
information, call Nadine Kammer at
(785) 694-2456.

Group plans dance at
Meadow Lake lounge

Asingles and couples dance is planned
for 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday at the Meadow
Lake Golf Clubhouse. Gary Phipps will
provide music. Everyone welcome. For
information, call (785) 269-7057.

Library to become
murder scene Saturday

The Friends of the Pioneer Memorial
Library plan to put on their annual Mur-
der Mystery Dinner fund raiser at 6:30
p.m. Saturday. Tickets, at $25, may be
purchased at the library. For informa-
tion, call Melany Wilks at 460-4470.

Gem Lions scripting

soup for feed Saturday
The Gem Lions Club will hold its an-
nual winter soup day from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. Saturday. Stars of the day will be
veggie, chili and potato soup, with spe-
cial notice going to the corn bread and
cake. Donations will go for club proj-
ects. Remember to bring used eyeglass-
es and hearing aids to recycle. For infor-
mation, call Ken Poland at 462-7809.

Christian Workers
to gather for classes

A Christian Workers conference will
be held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day at the Heartland Christian School
in Colby. The conference aims to help
rural churches with resources and train-
ing, along with several workshops and
vendors. Brian Wechsler, executive di-
rector of Village Missions, will speak.
Cost is $45. Register at www.shepherd-
staff.org or call Gwen Griffiths at (785)
687-2565.

Worship, praise night

planned by Hays church

A night of worship is planned at 6
p.m. Saturday, March 10, at the Colby
High School Auditorium, sponsored by
the Celebration Community Church of
Hays. For information, call Debbie Mc-
Ninch at 460-4205.

Colby first graders plan

musical on March 13

The Colby Grade School first graders
will present a musical show, “Carnival
of the Animals,” at 2 and 7 p.m. Tues-
day in the school auditorium. The free
event is open to the public. For informa-
tion, call music teacher Jennifer Koel.
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