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of the author.
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Learn from history:
don’t spend it all

To the Editor:
I’ve just got to respond to the column, “He’s 

owned it; the Obama economy,” by Rep. Tim 
Huelscamp. My, oh my! Is no one listening 
to the insane political agenda of this election 
cycle?

I happen to agree that President Obama is 
entitled to and should take some credit for our 
economy. I’m not sure I agree with the repre-
sentative’s assessment. 

I, personally, see an unbelievable recovery 
of the stock markets from the 2008 year’s end. 
I observe a decided improvement in jobs avail-
able. They had taken a precipitous drop in the 
eight years prior. 

Statistics indicate an improvement in job 
numbers. That improvement may not be good 
enough, but it’s at least an improvement. The 
farm economy has been quite healthy the last 
three years. 

As regards the relationship of federal spend-
ing to gross domestic production? It is far 
more favorable today than it was during most 
of the Bush years. A considerable portion of 
the first year’s deficit spending was funding 
the “unfunded” programs the Bush adminis-
tration sent forward in his effort to stem the 
failing economy. 

Just exactly what did Obama do to keep those 
stimulants from working? The collapse of the 
housing economy occurred before Obama took 
office. Deregulation was in high gear prior to 
Obama’s time. It apparently didn’t stimulate 
much, did it? Tax reductions for the wealthy 

hadn’t created very many jobs.
So far, I’ve not heard Rep. Huelscamp 

come up with anything that would be differ-
ent from the policies of the first eight years of 
this century. We went from surplus to deficits, 
lost manufacturing jobs, lost high-tech sup-
port jobs, failed in establishing a functioning 
democratic government in Iraq, failed to stop 
or arrest Al Queda and Osama Bin Laden. We 
watched Enron go down, we witnessed the 
Abramoff scandal, we witnessed the beginning 
collapse of several major banking firms. 

Letters to the editor don’t allow enough 
space to list all the negatives of those eight 
years. As a matter of fact, just what can you 
think of that was so great in the Bush years?

Ken Poland, Gem

To the Editor:
I am responding to Diane Karlin, who is 

inconvenienced by the unclean college swim-
ming pool, and apparently believes taxpayers 

owe her a clean treatment facility for her medi-
cal condition.

I do not agree that taxpayers owe Diane or 
me a swimming pool to treat our respective 
ills.

Richard Hawkins, Colby

To the Editor: 
March 4 through 10 is School Social Work 

Week. 
School social workers are the liaisons for our 

families to help their students succeed. They 
address social and psychological issues that 
can block academic progress through counsel-
ing, crisis intervention, prevention programs 
and utilizing the community’s resources. 

School social workers help young people 
overcome difficulties in their lives and give 
them a better chance at succeeding in school. 
They assist their fellow school personnel with 
addressing environmental and family issues 
that affect our students to help keep students 
learning in the classroom. 

School social workers are truly the vital link 
between home, school and the community. Be 
sure to thank your school social worker for all 
they do for the students, teachers and commu-
nity. 

Happy School Social Work Week.
Laura Foster, president

Kansas School Social Work Association
Wichita

Obama economy worthy of praise

Our nation has a long legacy of defending an 
individual’s religious freedoms. 

James Madison, the father of our na-
tion’s constitution and the author of the Bill 
of Rights, once wrote that “conscience is the 
most sacred of all property.” Since our nation’s 
earliest days, the U.S. Supreme Court has con-
sistently affirmed our First Amendment right 
to exercise our religious beliefs freely. But 
today, decisions by the Obama administration 
are threatening Americans’ religious liberty. 

This past summer, the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services exercised its au-
thority under the health care reform law to re-
quire that most employee-provided health in-
surance plans cover contraception, sterilization 
and abortion-inducing drugs. This new man-
date contains a “religious employer” exemp-
tion, but it is so narrow that many religiously-
affiliated hospitals, educational institutions 
and charities do not meet the requirements. 

After releasing this rule, the department 
heard opposition from hundreds of thousands 
of Americans. However, despite the concerns 
of so many, Health and Human Services an-
nounced last month it would not change the 
mandate for nonprofit religious employers, but 
only extend to next year the deadline for com-
pliance. 

Extending the deadline does not change 
what is at stake. Faith-based groups who ob-
ject to this requirement on moral grounds 
are being forced to choose between offering 
services that violate their religious beliefs or 
eliminating employees’ health coverage. 

If faith-based groups stop offering health 
coverage to avoid violating their faith, many 
Americans will lose their current health care 
simply because that coverage does not fall 

within the administration’s preferred policy 
parameters. Targeting religious beliefs in this 
manner erodes the principle of religious lib-
erty upon which our country was founded. 

Last October, I joined Senate colleagues in 
requesting that Health and Human Services 
Secretary Sebelius reconsider this regulation, 
respecting religious liberty. Additionally, in 
September I sponsored S. 1467, the Respect 
for Rights of Conscience Act, legislation that 
would protect health care providers and em-
ployers from being forced to pay for products 
and services that violate their ethical values.  

Our federal government should not force 
religious groups to betray their fundamental 
beliefs. Current conscience protections permit 
some religious groups to abstain from par-
ticipating in war or working on religious holy 
days, and others to be exempt from the health 
care law’s individual mandate to purchase a 
certain level of health insurance as defined by 
the federal government. 

In the recently decided case Hosanna-Tabor 
Evangelical Lutheran Church v. EEOC, the 
U.S. Supreme Court unanimously ruled the 
government cannot interfere with “the internal 
governance of the church” in hiring decisions. 
Similarly, religious groups should not be forced 
to offer insurance plans to their employees that 
violate their fundamental beliefs. 

The threat to religious liberty caused by this 
unprecedented overreach by the federal gov-
ernment should be of concern for all Ameri-
cans – whether or not they ascribe to a par-
ticular faith. The new mandate could force 
religiously-affiliated organizations to close or 
drastically curtail services to those in need. 

These organizations are vital in serving com-
munities in Kansas and across our country. If 
this mandate stands, many nonprofit hospitals, 
soup kitchens, family shelters and schools in 
Kansas will be forced to choose between vio-
lating the law or going against their religious 
beliefs. These organizations will have to either 
pay for services they consider immoral, face 
an ongoing series of fines for not complying, 
or limit the services they provide. Individu-
als of all ages, beliefs and backgrounds who 
depend on these institutions will have to seek 
care elsewhere. 

What is most concerning is this: if the gov-
ernment can compel an individual or group to 
violate one’s “sacred” conscience, then there is 
no limit to government power. All of our cher-
ished constitutional rights would be subject to 
the whims of the federal government and those 
in power. 

One group’s beliefs are being trampled to-
day; another’s might be tomorrow. Our na-
tion’s constitutional rights and freedoms are 
essential to who we are as Americans, and our 
commitment to these precious rights must be 
protected at every turn. 

Jerry Moran of Hays is the junior U.S. 
senator from Kansas.  His  committee ap-
pointments include Appropriations; Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs; Veterans’ 
Affairs; Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship; and the Special Committee on Aging. 

State Rep. Ward Cassidy struck a cord Saturday when he 
told a “town-hall” meeting crowd that the big issue at the Leg-
islature this session may well be defending the state’s growing 
income stream and preserving the 7.5 percent ending balance 
required by law.

While the state’s revenue is recovering after more than three 
years of recession, he said, and cash is coming in ahead of of-
ficial projections, nearly every state program and agency has 
been cut in the last few years.

That means that nearly every program and agency wants 
more money. Some, like schools and support for the disabled, 
have huge blocks of backers who depend on them. These 
groups won’t just ask for money; they’ll demand it.

Most agencies, Mr. Cassidy said, probably need and deserve 
more, but even with its newfound income stream, the state 
won’t have enough to satisfy every need. Far from it.

Rep. Cassidy said the ending balance is important, not just 
because the law requires a cushion against tough times or un-
expected need, but because it should help prevent a repeat of 
the deep cuts the state had to make during the last recession.

If the state had had that kind of reserve,  he said, it might 
not have had to cut so deeply or so broadly as it did. Cuts 
hit nearly every agency, from education to transportation, and 
most in between. When big, well-liked programs like roads 
and schools take cuts, you know things are tough.

But in the years leading up to the recession, Kansas had been 
spending nearly every penny it brought in. One reason for that 
was the fact that the Legislature caved in to the state Supreme 
Court and threw money at education after losing a court case 
on school finance.

When the recession came along, the state had spent most of 
the “ending balance,” its reserve or “rainy day fund.” It had no 
cushion to fall back on. 

Deep cuts needed to balance the budget affected everyone, 
but were especially tough on schools. Now the group Schools 
for Fair Funding, an alliance of districts formed to sue the state 
and lobby for more school spending, is in court once again. It 
claims the cuts violated the terms of the previous decision and 
the agreement worked out to satisfy the suit.

Never mind that the courts should never have ordered the 
Legislature to spend more than the state could afford, or that 
most of us thought spending decisions ought to be left to our 
elected representatives.

Never mind that the school districts involved were spending 
state money to sue the state, something most Kansans prob-
ably think is wrong. At heart, the issue is a power grab by the 
courts which the Legislature chose to cave in to rather than to 
fight. 

That battle will have to be waged some day, and the time may 
come sooner rather than later. Defending that ending balance 
will be tough indeed. Mr. Cassidy has called this one right. 

– Steve Haynes

Religious liberty essential to our nation
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