
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/09

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 1/06

Famous Hand
One of the biggest swings of the 1989 Venice 

Cup final between the Netherlands and the Unit-
ed States occurred on this deal.

    When Beth Palmer and Lynn Deas of 
the U.S. held the North-South hands, the bidding 
went as shown. Deas, South, consistent with the 
partnership style, opened a marginal one spade at 
favorable vulnerability. Palmer then did her part 
to muddy the waters for the opposition by leaping 
to four spades.

    East could have taken any of several 
actions at this point, but chose the conservative 
course by passing, hoping her side had nothing 
big in the offing. The undoubled contract went 
down three for a score of plus 150 to the Dutch, 
but this scarcely made up for what happened at 
the other table, where the bidding went:

Here, with room to operate, the American East-
West pair, Kitty Bethe and Margie Gwozdzinsky, 
were able to find their heart fit and determine that 
their side had the balance of power. Bethe had no 
trouble carrying on to five hearts after South bid 
four spades. South then doubled, no doubt think-
ing her side had the balance of strength.

With the trumps 2-2 and the heart king onside, 
Gwozdzinsky easily made the contract with an 
overtrick for a score of 1,050 points. The 900-
point difference between the two tables gave the 
U.S. a 14-IMP pickup on the deal.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I finally lost a lot of weight 
and looked forward to a shopping trip to replace 
my old “fat clothes.” I haven’t bought anything in 
a few years, and have things changed! It used to 
be clerks would help you with selection and bring 
you different sizes in the dressing room. Now it’s 
every man for himself and waiting in long lines 
to purchase things. The clerks were so unhelpful 
and rude at all three stores that I gave up. What’s 
wrong with these people? – J.R.

Dear J.R.: “These people” might be the same 
ones who helped you with a smile a few years 
ago. But in this tough economy, they probably are 
having to work harder, work longer hours for less 
pay or rush off to another job just to make ends 
meet. In other words, while customer service is 
the ideal, in all but the most upscale boutiques, no 
one has the luxury to wait on you hand and foot 
in the dressing room. So if you feel you are being 
treated rudely, don’t take it personally. There is 
much to be said for doing as much as you can for 
yourself – hang the clothes you don’t want back 
where you found them, and be self-sufficient 
enough to bring a couple of different sizes with 
you to the dressing room. You’ll soon adjust.

But just so you know you are not alone, a re-
cent study by the University of Southern Califor-
nia and Georgetown University led researchers 
to the conclusion that rude employees drive cus-
tomers away, and that most such customers didn’t 
bring the problem to anyone’s attention. Training 
programs can help, but if people stop shopping 
instead of complaining, the problem is not going 
to solve itself. So don’t be afraid to speak up.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have a problem that has 
plagued me all my life: It doesn’t take much 
to embarrass me! Things that others might just 
laugh off leave me feeling mortified. Yesterday 
someone told me my mascara was running, and 
I was the one who wanted to run! Is there some 
way to train myself not to be embarrassed so eas-
ily? I think I have as much self-esteem as the next 
girl, but I feel like a little kid instead of a 35-year-
old! – C.N.

Dear C.N.: There is nothing shameful about 
being embarrassed. In fact, take a moment and 
distinguish between shame and what you are 
feeling. You don’t describe feelings of being 
caught with your hand in the cookie jar; it’s just 
those little life glitches tripping you up, and your 
red face gives you away. As long as the feeling 
passes within a reasonable time – judge for your-
self how long is reasonable – it might be better 
to come to terms with being easily embarrassed, 
instead of trying to wipe it out completely. The 
only “training” I can think of is to live in a perfect 
world where nothing ever goes askew. And don’t 
confuse embarrassment with immaturity.

Maybe this will help: A recent study at the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley led to the con-
clusion that being subject to moderate amounts of 
embarrassment is actually a good thing, socially 
speaking. After experiments, they argued that 
easily embarrassed people are actually the type 
others trust, and they may be more generous as 
well. So if you can think of your trait as positive 
instead of embarrassing, you might even be able 
to raise that healthy self-esteem a notch.

 (c) 2012 by King Features Syndicate
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