
Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Dear Readers: Which of the following is true 
about the BUCKEYENUT?

• The name is derived from its resemblance to 
the eye of a male deer.

• The nuts are poisonous.
• They are considered a good-luck charm.
• Ohio is called the “Buckeye State,” and the 

nut is the Ohio State University mascot.
If you guessed “Aye” to all -- the ayes have it!  
This chestnut-brown seed has a lighter-colored 

circular “eye” in the middle, looking like the eye 
of a buck. 

Slightly poisonous, they are edible once heated 
and leached, but also can be roasted, peeled and 
then mashed. 

Many carry these nuts in their pockets because 
they believe them to be a good-luck charm. 

Do you have a buckeye recipe or story? Please 
share them – send to Heloise(at)Heloise.com, or 
mail to Heloise, Box 795000, San Antonio, Tex-
as, 78279. – Heloise

EGG SAFETY
Dear Heloise: How long can deviled eggs be 

kept? Would it be safe to make them on a Tuesday 
for serving on Thursday? – Nancy J., via email

Yes, make them and serve them! The U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture recommends that deviled 
eggs and egg salad be eaten within three to four 
days of making. Just keep them stored in the re-
frigerator until ready to use. However, they won’t 
last that long in most households!

Whatever type of egg you set out for a meal, 
remember to discard if they have been at room 
temperature for longer than two hours. – Heloise

STORING BREAD
Dear Heloise: Is it better to keep bread in the 

refrigerator or keep it at room temperature, and 
why? – J.R. in Falling Waters, W.Va.

Manufacturers recommend bread be stored at 
room temperature for best quality and to maintain 
its freshness. Placing bread in the refrigerator ac-
tually can make the bread go stale faster. 

However, you can freeze bread for three to six 
months. Just be sure to wrap it in the proper pack-
aging, or double-bag for freezer storage and then 
thaw at room temperature. – Heloise

BEAN HINT
Dear Heloise: Recipes that call for canned 

beans add sodium from the processing. Dried 
beans (sodium-free) take time to prepare, so they 
are hard to put into last-minute preparations.

I cook large quantities of beans ahead of time. 
After draining the water, I put them on a cookie 
sheet, as you would to flash-freeze blueberries. 
Once frozen, they can be transferred to freezer 
bags and added to recipes as needed.

Often, my lunch is a quick, dirty-rice casse-
role made from leftover rice, beans, cheese and 
a diced jalapeno heated in a microwave at work. 
– E.W., Rochester, Minn.

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Buckeyes used
as lucky charms

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/04

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

A Double Squeeze
Declarer can often take advantage of the op-

ponents’ bidding to achieve the maximum result 
during the play. Take this case where West led the 
king of spades and continued with the A-Q after 
East played the 7-4. When dummy ruffed high, 
East discarded a heart, and South then had to 
score the rest of the tricks to make the contract.

Declarer still had a spade loser, which he knew 
could not ruff safely in dummy, and he also had 
a potential diamond loser. He could discard one 
or the other on one of dummy’s top hearts, but 
not both.

South saw that he could stake the outcome 
on a diamond finesse, but he knew there was al-
most no chance that the finesse would succeed. It 
was highly unlikely that West, who had already 
shown up with the A-K-Q-10-2 of spades, would 
have passed as dealer if he also had the king of 
diamonds.

So, rather than rely on the diamond finesse, 
South crossed to the ace of trumps, led the queen 
of diamonds and put up the ace after West fol-
lowed low. He then cashed four more clubs, pro-
ducing this position:

South now led his last trump. West had to keep 
his high spade, so he discarded a heart as dummy 
discarded a diamond. East had to keep his king 
of diamonds, so he also discarded a heart, and 
dummy then scored the last three tricks with the 
A-K-10 of hearts.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker


