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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/15

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 12/14

Never Say Pass
Generally speaking, there are two schools of 

bidders. The first is composed of those whose 
chief goal in bidding is to reach the best possible 
contract for their side. This group represents the 
overwhelming majority of bridge players. 

Members of the second school are those whose 
chief purpose is to try to prevent the opponents 
from reaching their best contract. The tactics em-
ployed by these players can take many forms, but 
the aim is always the same – to do as much dam-
age to the opponents’ bidding structure as pos-
sible. 

It is evident from this deal, played in the 1978 
Women’s World Pair Championship, that North-
South, who shall remain nameless, were both 
full-fledged members of the second school. 

South opened the bidding in third seat with 
one diamond, presumably because it was her turn 
to bid. West doubled, and North, attempting to 
muddy the waters, bid one spade! East entered 
the fray with two hearts, employing her partner-
ship’s peculiar system of bidding what you have 
rather than what you don’t have. 

West raised two hearts to four, and this rolled 
around to South, who apparently thought she 
had not yet expressed the full value of her hand. 
Accordingly, she bid four spades! West, who no 
doubt could not believe her ears, found a double, 
and North retreated to five diamonds, also dou-
bled. 

Then came five spades and six diamonds, both 
doubled, at which point the bidding mercifully 
came to a grinding halt. Declarer finished down 
six – 1,700 points – and North-South were left 
with a gnawing feeling that perhaps something 
had gone wrong with their system.

(c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dear Dr. Brothers: This seems like a silly 
question, but I’m not sure when to start having 
my baby wear shoes. He’s standing up well but 
hasn’t started walking yet. I keep him in socks 
now, but I feel sometimes he needs the protection 
of shoes when he’s standing or outside. I am wor-
ried people will think I am neglectful if they see 
a baby with no shoes. I know that shouldn’t be a 
factor, but I don’t like criticism! – B.A.

Dear B.A.: Please don’t worry about what 
people think – you can’t live your life that way. It 
seems like common sense, but with all the nones-
sential items for babies nowadays, it can be hard 
to make sense of what your baby needs and what 
he doesn’t. Shoes will begin to serve their pur-
pose after he learns to walk. During the process 
of learning, though, you should allow your baby 
to be in bare feet. Because shoes have inflexible 
surfaces, it can be more difficult for a child to 
learn to walk if he’s wearing shoes. The natural 
movement of bare feet will allow him to get the 
feel of walking more easily. If it gets cold, socks 
or booties with nonskid surfaces are good ideas.

Once he does learn to walk, there still are a few 
things to keep in mind in terms of shoes. Make 
sure his shoes are lightweight and flexible – stiff 
and hard shoes make walking more difficult and 
restrict foot movement. You also should make 
sure his shoes are the correct size – don’t buy three 
sizes too big in anticipation of his next growth 
spurt or keep him in the same shoes months after 
his last growth spurt. With these tips, your baby 
should be ready to toddle to his next challenge.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My elementary-schooler 
has recently made a habit of using bad words. I’m 
careful with my language around her, but her fa-
ther is less so, and I’m sure she’s exposed to these 
words elsewhere. I’ve tried to explain that some 
words are not appropriate, but it almost seems 
to have increased her curiosity to seek out such 
words. How can I break this habit? – F.R.

Dear F.R.: It’s true that kids are exposed to an 
almost unrelenting stream of vulgarity, no mat-
ter how much we try to protect them. Hearing – 
and repeating – bad words may seem harmless, 
but these words become integrated into a child’s 
vocabulary and therefore into his or her under-
standing of the world. If your daughter constantly 
hears curses from her father, she’ll associate these 
words with him, and that can affect their relation-
ship. So, the first step to break her habit is to crack 
down on her father, and break his bad-word habit. 
You can let your daughter know there is only one 
standard for language in the family, and her dad 
is going to have to abide by it as well.

It sounds like you’ve already talked to your 
daughter about bad language and why it is not 
allowed, but you can reiterate this every time she 
hears or says a bad word. When she does say a 
bad word, stop what you’re doing and reprimand 
her – interruption and immediate response will 
impress upon her the gravity of the situation, and 
she’ll learn it’s a big deal when she curses. Even 
after a punishment, you should ask your daughter 
to apologize for such language so she makes the 
connection that she is offending others.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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