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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 12/08

Dear Heloise: My hint involves STRANDED 
MOTORISTS. My husband and I were driving 
on the interstate and saw an elderly woman on 
the side of the road, outside of her car, appearing 
to be in distress.

I wanted to turn around and at least offer the 
use my cellphone to her. (I would never have 
considered stopping if my husband weren’t with 
me.) But then I thought, “This is not safe, regard-
less of who is with me.” I ended up not doing 
anything and just hoping that the police would 
come by eventually to assist her.

What do you think? – Shelly in Indiana
Wanting to help her is what I would want to 

do also. But some government agencies and safe-
ty experts recommend never stopping to help a 
stranded motorist.

If your car breaks down or you run out of gas, 
you should be prepared with a phone number of 
an agency that can help. 

But what if you want to help or call for help for 
someone else? Some states have road assistance 
or safety agencies that can help. Make a list of 
these phone numbers and carry them with you or 
put them in your car. 

Remember, calling 911 is only for reporting an 
immediate threat of loss of life or property. – He-
loise

P.S.: Readers, comments?
SEND A GREAT HINT TO:

Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Email: Heloise(at)Heloise.com     

EASY WASH
Dear Heloise: I keep baby wash in a dispens-

er by the bathroom sink. It is useful as a facial 
cleanser, hand wash and a delicate-fabric wash. 
Cheap, no tears, smells nice and only one con-
tainer to recycle! – Nancy F. in Pearland, Texas

WRAPPING PAPER
Dear Heloise: During the holidays, I wrap each 

person’s gifts in a different wrapping paper. That 
way, if the tags fall off, we still know who each 
gift belongs to. Instead of buying a bunch of rolls 
of wrapping paper, I just buy a few of the double-
sided kind. It saves space, and I still have plenty 
of options. – A Reader, via email 

NEW YEAR’S TRADITION
Dear Heloise: At the start of the new year, 

my wife and I do a walk-through deciding what 
home-improvement projects we would like to do. 
For example, rooms that need to be painted, ap-
pliances that need to be replaced or decor that we 
would like to change. 

    We make a list and then prioritize 
based on importance, estimate of cost and time 
needed. We can easily schedule big projects or, 
when we have some free time, reference our list 
to see what needs to be done. – F.H. in Texas

BOOK HOLDER
Dear Heloise: I saw a man sitting in a restau-

rant holding his paperback book open with his 
smartphone! A great use for this device! – Kelly, 
via email

(c)2011 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

What do you do
if help is needed?

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/09

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Test Your Play
1. There is much more to the play here than 

meets the casual eye. Oddly enough, you should 
play the three of hearts on South’s four! To play 
the king or queen amounts to giving up on the 
hand.

Let’s see why. You start by assuming that South 
has the king of spades, since you cannot make 
the contract unless he has that card. But once you 
make this assumption, it follows that South can-
not also have the ace of hearts, as he would not 
have passed originally with the A-K of diamonds, 
the king of spades -- which circumstances com-
pel you to assign him -- and the ace of hearts.

Your only real chance, therefore, is that South 
has the J-10-x or J-10-x-x of hearts, in which case 
your low heart play will draw North’s ace with-
out wasting your king or queen. To play an honor 
on South’s four would be tantamount to conced-
ing defeat without attempting to avoid it.

2. Win the heart, draw trumps and cash the 
ace of diamonds. If both opponents follow suit, 
the slam can be assured by leading another dia-
mond and playing low from dummy! This guards 
against a 4-1 diamond division and guarantees 12 
tricks.

If you play the queen on the second round of 
diamonds and the suit divides 4-1, you’ll have to 
fall back on a spade finesse. It would be wrong 
to subject yourself to that risk when conceding a 
diamond trick gives you a sure thing. True, this 
will cost you 20 points more often than not, but 
that is a very tiny premium to pay for ensuring 
the slam.

 (c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker


