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Area/State

Weather

From “APPEAL,” Page 1

“Arbitrary, by definition, is not rational,”

amendment on the House floor.

5 mph.

10 mph.

Sunday:

Tuesday

Wednesday Night:
cloudy, with a low around 13.
Thursday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 31.
Thursday Night:
cloudy, with a low around 13.
Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 32.

Precip: Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Month:
Year:
Normal:

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

7:50 a.m. 5:21 p.m.

Moon: waxing, 87 percent

Wednesday 7:51 a.m. 5:21 p.m.

Moon: waxing, 92 percent

(U.S. Naval Observatory)

National Weather Service
Tonight: Scattered flurries
before 9 p.m. Mostly cloudy,
then gradually becoming mostly
clear, with a low around -6. Wind
chill values as low as -14. North
wind between 5 and 10 mph.
Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 19. Wind chill values as
low as -13. West wind around

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 4. West wind
between 5 and 10 mph.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 34. West wind around

Pa

Friday: High, 41; Low 17
Saturday: High, 29; Low 4

High, 29; Low 7
0.49 inch
0.06 inch

None
0.55 inch
20.18 inch
20.65 inch

Mostly

effect for nearly a year later.

effect was arbitrary.

OSAWATOMIE - President
Barack Obama plans to head to
the Republican stronghold of
Kansas next week to deliver an
economic speech about how he
considers this a “make-or-break
moment” for the middle class,
the White House announced
Saturday.

Obama is scheduled to speak
Tuesday at the high school in
Osawatomie, the city where a
century ago, former President
Teddy Roosevelt delivered a
speech calling for a “New Na-
tionalism.” Roosevelt’s speech,
given after he left the White

rtly

es
es

es
es
es

From “SNOW,” Page 1

over the Sherman County bor-
der on I-70. Faizal Abdullahi,
28, of Columbus, Ohio, was
heading west Saturday morning
when he began to fishtail on the

Governor
to light tree

this

TOPEKA - Kansas Gov. Sam
Brownback and first lady Mary
Brownback are being joined by
Topeka High School singers and
Santa Claus at the state’s annual

evening

Christmas tree lighting.

The event begins at 5:45 p.m.
Monday on the south side of the

Kansas St

atehouse.

The Kansas Christmas

Growers Association presented
the tree to Brownback on Fri-
day afternoon. It’s a 10-foot-tall
Scotch pine from the Memory
Lane Christmas tree farm owned
by Harry and Juanita Peckham of

Rantoul.

The Peckhams were given the
chance to provide the tree because
they hold the association’s 2011
summer meeting at their farm.

0|5t

icy road. His vehicle ended up
in the median near mile post 31.
Abdullahi was taken to Good-
land Regional Medical Center
with possible injuries. He had
been wearing a seatbelt.

That night, another semi was
stuck on County Road 2 near
Brewster, blocking the entire
road. It had to be pulled out by
a tow truck.

On Sunday, the police re-
sponded to a non-injury accident
in the Colby United Methodist
Church parking lot in the morn-
ing. That night, they dealt with
a car that had slid into a yard on
Fifth Street and another that slid
off the road on South Franklin
Avenue. No one was injured in
either case.

The snow did not hinder the
annual Christmas Light Parade
on Sunday. Most of the 30 en-
tries attended. City crews had
the street cleared of snow and
the street lights off. The theme
this year was “Visions of Sugar
Plums.”

Tree

the law that allowed a certain class of li-
censed private clubs to permit smoking.
During debate on the law, legislators insert-
ed aJan. 1, 2009, cutoff date for clubs as an

The Downtown Bar and Grill received its
license in May 2009 and would not qualify,
even though the smoking ban didn’t go into

Attorney Mike Merriam of Topeka argued
that there was no rational basis for the Leg-
islature to choose the earlier date and that by
grandfathering some but not all clubs that
held a license before the smoking ban took

sas Supreme Court.

permit smoking.

smoking.

The state’s attorneys argued that legisla-

House, extolled the govern-
ment’s role in promoting so-
cial justice and regulating the
economy to help the underprivi-
leged. He criticized some fel-
low Republicans for refusing to
tackle the economic power of
the wealthy.

Obama will “lay out the choice
we face between a country in
which too few do well while too
many struggle to get by, and one
where we’re all in it together —
where everyone engages in fair
play, everyone does their fair
share, and everyone gets a fair
shot,” the White House said.

Colby gets blanketed

by first storm of winter

The Thomas County Coalition
won best organization for their
float, which included a car that
had smashed into a snowbank as
a reminder to drive safe. Colby
Fertilizer won best business en-
try for their lit-up truck and trail-
er. Steve Molstad and his 1928
Ford fire truck won best lighted
vehicle. Sacred Heart Catholic
School won best religious entry
for their float, which included
some of the students singing
Christmas carols. Colby Ag
Center won the “Best Represen-
tation of Theme” award for their
float, which included a sleeping
man dreaming of getting farm
implements for Christmas.

The parade ended at Santa
City, which stayed open until 8
p.m. The American Legion had
a soup supper following the pa-
rade.

The snow may not be going
anywhere for a few days. The
service is predicting cold tem-
peratures today and Tuesday,
with highs in the upper teens and
lows from 4 to -6 degrees. There
is a chance of flurries tonight.

Things may warm up a little
later in the week, with tempera-
tures in the 30s.

Merriam wrote in a brief filed with the Kan-

Merriam said the smoking ban would
cause his clients to go out of business. He
said they would lose business to clubs that

He said the bar converted to a private
club in 2009 because at the time it didn’t
meet Leavenworth County requirements
that drinking establishments derive 30 per-
cent of their revenues from food sales, not
because of the smoking ban. But the own-
ers had hoped that by being classified as a
private club, they could continue to allow

Supreme Court to hear ban appeal

tors had to pick some date and it was in-
evitable that some establishments would be

excluded, regardless of the date selected.

“Preventing drinking establishments from
circumventing the statewide smoking ban
by reorganizing as class B clubs is a ratio-

nal basis for picking the Jan. 1,2009, date,”

state attorneys wrote in briefs filed ahead of
Wednesday’s hearing.

The law prohibits indoor smoking in most
public places, including bars, restaurants,
bingo parlors and some private clubs. The
gambling areas of state-owned casinos are
exempted.
2011 to amend the smoking ban to remove

Legislators rejected efforts in

the casino exemption. No efforts were made

Amanda Adkins, chair of the
Kansas Republican Party, said
in an e-mail that Kansas resi-
dents “expect clarity on a path
to job creation, competitiveness
and effectiveness,” and that it’s
being delivered by Brownback.

Joan Wagnon, chairwoman of

to revise the deadline for private clubs.

President to make visit to Kansas town

the Kansas Democratic Party,
said Obama’s message would
likely resonate in the state and
she planned to attend the speech
in Osawatomie, a town of about
4,400 residents some 50 miles
southwest of Kansas City.

Colby funeral home

changing hands soon

In September of 1956, George
and Luetta Harrison realized an
opportunity of service that had
long been a dream for them of
the completion of their newly
built funeral home located at 190
S. Franklin Ave. in Colby with
a dedication service in which it
was stated, “Through this new
chapel, dedicated to God, and
with our deep concern for peo-
ple in their moments of bereave-
ment, we pledge ourselves to
service in this community.”

Luetta dies in March of 1970
and their son Don returned to
Colby in 1972 to join his father
in the funeral home business.
Don’s wife Cathy started assist-
ing at the funeral home in 1978,
becoming a licensed funeral di-
rector in 1981. Don and Cathy
purchased the funeral home
from his father before his death
in May of 1979.

They have continued the time
honored traditions of Harrison
Chapel by providing unequaled
professionalism while at the
same time compassionately at-
tending to details for families in
their community during and after
the time their services have been
needed. It has been Don and
Cathy’s passion and privilege
to serve in this manner and they
know as they close this chapter
in their lives it will indeed be
with bittersweet feelings of de-
votion to the families they have
served. The friendships and love
they have shared will always be
a part of them.

As the legacy of Harrison
Chapel now becomes Baalmann

Sponsored by the '

Wednesday Evening

Mortuary, Don and Cathy have
an eager anticipation to see the
dreams of Jason Baalmann and
his young family become reality
for them as they serve the com-
munity with the same dedication
and commitment the families in
need have counted on for more
than 55 years. Jason is a native of
the Oakley area and the owner/
operator of Baalmann Mortuary
in Oakley. He is a fully licensed
funeral director and embalmer
and a very capable young man
with a dedicated willingness to
serve the community. Jason, his
wife Shane, and their six-month-
old son Liam live in Oakley.
Shane is a registered nurse at
Logan County Hospital. Jason
will honor and fulfill all prear-
rangements and pre-funding
you may have had with Harri-
son Chapel. The transition from
Harrison Chapel to Baalmann
Mortuary will take place in the
middle of December.

“After almost 40 years in a
profession that I truly love, it is
time to step aside and let a young
and energetic person take over,”
Harrison said. “We are so appre-
ciative of the families that Cathy
and I have had the privilege of
serving over these years and we
want them to know that they will
be forever in our hearts.

“We would like to thank the
community for the support you
have shown Harrison Chapel for
55 years.”

For information, call Jason
Baalmann or Don harrison at
462-2331.

Briefly
Grade school students

to sing on Tuesday

The Colby Grade School fifth grade
class will perform their music program
“Once on a Housetop” at 2 p.m. and
again at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the grade
school auditorium. For information, call
460-5100.

Open house planned

to benefit food bank

The Women of K-State will hold an
open house from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day at Stock Realty and Auction, 290 N.
Franklin Ave. Sally’s Unique Boutique
will have products for sale, some of the
proceeds will benefit Genesis-Thomas
County. Donations will also be accept-
ed. For information, call the Northwest
Research and Extension Center at 462-
6281.

College band plans

winter concert Tuesday

The Colby Community College band
will hold its winter concert at 7 p.m.
Tuesday in the Cultural Arts Center.
The concert and jazz bands will perform
Christmas music, swing, rock and other
genres. Refreshments will be served at
intermission. There is no charge to at-
tend. For information, call director Tony
Schroer at 460-5519.

Red Cross blood drive

to begin on Tuesday

The American Red Cross will hold
a two-day blood drive from noon to
6 p.m. Tuesday and from 7:45 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Community
Building. Donors will get a free T-shirt
and can enter to win an iPad. For infor-
mation, call (800) 733-2767.

Come for the soup,

stay for the scripture

The Thomas County Ministerial As-
sociation will be holding Soup and
Scripture at noon Wednesdays through
Dec. 21 at Smoffees. The menu is soup
(usually three kinds), homemade bread,
dessert and drink for $6. This year’s
theme is “Gift of God.” The speaker
Wednesday is Charles Taff of the Le-
vant Community Church. For informa-
tion, call Jarrod Spencer at 460-6322.

Church’s nativity event

postponed to weekend

The First Presbyterian Church’s Na-
tivi-Tea has been postponed because of
Saturday’s snowstorm. The event will
be from 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sun-
day at the church. For information, call
462-6342.

Help fill food baskets
for Genesis project

Genesis-Thomas County needs vol-
unteers to help fill food baskets for the
annual Christmas Basket project at 7
p.m. Friday in the 4-H Building on the
Thomas County Fairgrounds. Baskets
will be distributed to eligible families
from 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday at the 4-H
Building. For information, call 460-
7930.
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