Page 2 Colby Free Press

Friday, Novmeber 25, 2011

Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with
a low around 28. Windy, with
a north wind 15 to 20 mph in-
creasing to between 25 and 30
mph. Winds could gust as high
as 40 mph.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 42. Very windy, with a north
wind 35 to 40 mph decreasing to
between 25 and 30 mph. Winds
could gust as high as 55 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 20. Blustery,
with a northwest wind between
10 and 20 mph, with gusts as
high as 30 mph.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 59. West wind between 5
and 10 mph.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 31.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 63.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 31.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 49.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 29.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 56.

Wednesday Night: Partly
cloudy and blustery, with a low
around 29.

Precip: Wednesday none
Thursday  none
(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Saturday 7:40 am. 5:223 p.m.
Sunday 7:41am. 5:222 p.m.
Monday 7:42.a.m. 5:22 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)

President, trustee clash over staff

From “STAFF,” Page 1

but asked where the college’s
managerial resources should be
at.

“Is it wise on our behalf to
have all our managerial staff
teaching classes when we have
other issues that need to be tak-
en care of 7’ Leiker asked.

“No, sir, I don’t think that was
our intention,” Kaaz said.

Leiker said he just wants to
know how they are going to re-
solve the college’s big issues.
Kaaz said they are working to-
wards that and Vacik said when
extra things come up, they are
doing what they can by staying
late or coming in on weekends.

Another issue Leiker brought
up to Vacik was the effort North-
west Kansas Technical College
in Goodland is putting in to re-
cruit new students, such as giv-
ing students iPads and adding
sports programs. He said it ties
in to administrators not being
able to their jobs fully.

“They’re (Goodland) up 23
percent; we’re flat,” Leiker said.

“And so far your administrative
staff hasn’t come up with any-
thing to combat this. We can
do this better than Goodland....
What have we done that’s taken
from them? Name something.”

Vacik said this issue was dis-
cussed at length at their admin-
istrative staff meeting earlier
that day. He listed two things
he thinks that is helping the col-
lege: the nursing program they
just started in Goodland and
more recruiting efforts.

“I think we have tried to be
proactive on some of these
things,” Vacik said.

He said the staff is trying to
develop additional programs,
such as the new medical coding
and veterinarian technician pro-
grams, to increase the college’s
enrollment numbers.

“I’m convinced we’re doing a
better job recruiting than we’ve
ever done before,” he said.
“Now it gets back to, can we
keep those students? We need to
do the best we can to retain stu-
dents, which I don’t think we’ve
always done in the past, but I

think we’re making progress to-
ward that.”

In the end, Leiker said he
would go ahead and vote for the
consent agenda even though he
still has his concerns.

“The administrative staff, I
want more out of ‘em,” Leiker
said. “And I know some of them
are giving a lot, but I need more
out of them.”

Vacik said he thinks that they
are doing more than they’ve
done before.

“I think if you were to come
up here first thing in the morn-
ing or at the end of the day or
on a Saturday and Sunday, your
gonna find at least two or three
people who are here, working
long beyond their hours,” Vacik
said. “I believe you would find
that.”

Nick Wells, endowment foun-
dation director, spoke up after
this exchange to discuss a spe-
cific contract for Dr. Paige Ay-
ers, equine science instructor.
He asked why the college was
paying her for veterinary ser-
vices when it already has two

full-time vets on its faculty and
more coming.

Vacik asked what that specific
contract was for, and Kaaz, dean
of external affairs and facili-
ties management, said part of it
was allocated to three different
programs: the equine, cattle and
animal and livestock programs.
Washburn said she was told that
it saves a lot of money.

Wells said he taught in that
department for 18 years and at
that time, they had a lot more
livestock at the farm than they
do now and they didn’t have a
veterinary consultant.

Washburn said she was told
that Ayers tries to train the stu-
dents and Shanda Mattix, horse
program director, said they can
do a lot of it themselves now.

“Don’t get me wrong, I have
nothing against Paige Ayers, I
think she’s a tremendous vet,”
Wells said. “She is the vet that
Tuse.”

There was no more discussion
and the board approved the con-
sent agenda as listed.

Task force tinishes voter law guidelines

By John Milburn
The Associated Press

TOPEKA - A special task
force created by Secretary of
State Kris Kobach has finished
writing 15 pages of regulations
detailing how the new Kansas
voter identification laws will be
implemented next year by coun-
ty poll workers.

Kobach said Tuesday that the
work of the 17-member group
outlines how county election
officials will require voters to
show valid forms of identifica-
tion when registering to vote
and requesting ballots during
election. The laws were ap-
proved by legislators and signed
by Gov. Sam Brownback in the

spring.

Kobach, a conservative Re-
publican who is known nation-
ally for work on immigration re-
forms laws, said the regulations
represent the work of “the col-
lective experience” of elections
officers from across Kansas.

“I'm very pleased with these
regulations. We have already
shared these proposed regula-
tions with one state that is also
implementing photo identifica-
tion,” Kobach said.

The law requires that, starting
in 2013, people registering to
vote for the first time in Kansas
must show proof of citizenship.
Kobach wants to push that date
to March 2012 so that it can be
in place for the upcoming presi-
dential primary and election.
That would require legislative

approval. Critics of the new laws
have said that the restrictions
will suppress voter turnout, par-
ticularly among minorities.

Kobach defends the laws,
saying they make Kansas elec-
tions secure by minimizing the
possibility of voter fraud, a ma-
jor theme of his 2010 election
campaign.

Kobach'’s office will publish a
notice in this week’s edition of
the Kansas Register, the state’s
official legal publication, to give
notice of a January hearing on
the regulations. The public can
comment on them in the weeks
leading up to the hearing.

The task force also developed
the policies and procedures that
election officials and poll work-
ers will use on election day and

when people register to vote.
For example, the rules will tell
election workers what to do
when photos on people’s IDs
look nothing like them.

In that instance, a voter would
be allowed to cast a ballot if the
date of birth on the identification
matches the poll records, the
voter submits another form of
photo identification or an elec-
tion worker has knowledge that
the person in the photograph is
indeed the person seeking to
vote.

Kobach said the task force has
also found areas where efficien-
cies and uniform practices can
be implemented, such as com-
mon forms or envelopes used
by all 105 counties for election
purposes.

State government worried by Boeing study of Wichita plant

By Heather Hollingsworth
and Joshua Freed
The Associated Press

WICHITA - Government of-
ficials said they are alarmed
and none too pleased that Boe-
ing Co., which has promised to
bring thousands of jobs to Kan-
sas, is studying the future of its
Wichita defense plant.

The aircraft manufacturer had
called on city and state officials
during its decade-long fight to
win Pentagon approval to build
179 refueling tankers worth at
least $35 billion. The project has
long been touted as being able
to create some 7,500 direct and
indirect jobs in Kansas, with an
overall economic impact of $388
million.

But now some officials said

L glis

Boeing appears to be consid-
ering going back on its word.
The Chicago-based company
acknowledgement Monday that
options being reviewed as part
of the study include “the poten-
tial closure of the Wichita site.”

“I am incredibly, incredibly
concerned that Boeing is now
backing off the commitment that
they made, and it’s my expecta-
tion that they will continue to
honor that commitment and they
need to tell us that,” said Repub-
lican U.S. Rep. Mike Pompeo,
whose congressional district

includes Wichita and who pre-
viously ran a business that sup-
plied aircraft parts.

The Wichita facility, which
specializes in modifying com-
mercial aircraft for military or

government has

operations,

ings

2,100 employees. Boeing spun
off its commercial aircraft op-
eration there several years ago.

Boeing has slowly been mov-
ing work from Wichita since the
late 1990s, after buying McDon-
nell Douglas, said Ray Goforth,
executive director of the Society
of Professional Engineering Em-
ployees in Aerospace. The Seat-
tle-based union represents more
than 20,000 Boeing engineers
and technical workers, including
about 550 engineers at Boeing’s
Wichita facility.

Goforth said Wichita had been
looking like “a site in trouble.”
Still, he said the facility is at the
center of the company’s exper-
tise in aerial refueling. The hope
had been that the tanker contract
would reverse the job losses and
solidify the company’s role in
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the city.

But the tanker work wouldn’t
come immediately.

On Tuesday, Boeing spokes-
man Jarrod S. Bartlett said engi-
neers in Wichita would work on
the tanker, but the first ones were
not expected to arrive in Wichita
until around 2014. In the mean-
time, other work was drying up
and there was little prospect for
future work.

Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback
said he and the state’s congres-

sional delegation would be seek-
ing meetings as soon as pos-
sible with the heads of Boeing
Defense to understand why the
company would consider leav-
ing. Brownback is a former U.S
senator and worked hard while
in Washington to fight for Boe-
ing to win the tanker contract.
He said the company made state-
ments in April 2010 that a signif-
icant amount of the work on the
new tanker would be completed
in Kansas.

Briefly)
College choir concert

to be rescheduled

The Colby Community College win-
ter vocal concert, originally scheduled
for Thursday has been postponed. A new
date has not been announced. For infor-

mation, call director Phillip Shuman at
460-5520.

Legion group plans

to send care packages

The Colby American Legion Auxil-
iary is taking donations for the Christ-
mas Care Package Drive. The Auxiliary
will be sending holiday care packages
to soldiers serving overseas. To make a
donation or have a soldier added to the
list, call Megan Quenzer at 443-3611
or Abby Barnett at (785) 694-1626.
All names and donations must be in by
Thursday.

Kiwanis Club looking

for toys for local kids

The Colby Kiwanis Club is operating
a toy drive for local kids. Participants
can go to Dollar General and pick up an
ornament from the tree, which will have
a type of toy to buy. Toys must be left at
Dollar General by Thursday. The KFNF
radio station is also holding a toy drive
for Kiwanis at Walmart on Thursday.
The toys will go to Genesis-Thomas
County for distribution on Sunday, Dec.
10.

Enter parade now
Registration is open for the Colby
Christmas Light Parade. Forms are
available at the Colby/Thomas County
Chamber of Commerce office at 350
S. Range. The parade is scheduled to
begin at 5:45 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, at
Second Street. It will go down Franklin
Avenue to Fike Park and then to Santa
City. Forms are due by next Friday. For
information, call 460-3401.

Come to the workshop
on Saturday, Dec. 3

The Thomas County Community
Foundation will operate Santa’s Work-
shop from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Saturday,
Dec. 3, at the Thomas County Office
Complex. The workshop is for chil-
dren in preschool through fourth grade.
Volunteer elves will help them shop for

gifts for their family. For information,
call 460-9152.

Lions to serve pancakes

The High Plains Lions Club will hold
a pancake feed from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 3, at the Colby Commu-
nity Building. Proceeds go to the club’s
community projects.

Orchestra to play Dec. 4

The Pride of the Prairie Orchestra
will present “A Cozy Christmas with
the POP” concert at 3:30 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 4, in the Cultural Arts Center at
Colby Community College. Admission
is $10 for adults, $5 for seniors and $3
for students.

This could be the

Opportunity,

You’ve been waiting for...

The Colby Free Press is looking for a

FULL TIME ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

to join our team selling advertising for Nor'West Newspapers. The work
week would be 40 hours with occasional evening and weekend duties.
Computer skills with Excel, Photoshop, InDesign, and Acrobat helpful but
not required. Must have good communication skills, excellent customer service
skills with attention to detail, and enjoy a fast paced atmosphere.

Send a letter and resume to Sharon Friedlander, Publisher, at 155 W.
Fifth St., Colby, Kan., 67701, sfriedlander@nwkansas.com or apply in
person. No calls please.




