
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 11/21

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 11/18

Famous Hand
The first international match for the world title 

was held in Bermuda in 1950. An American team 
won the event in a three-cornered match that in-
cluded a British team and a Swedish-Icelandic 
team.

This hand was the very last one played in the 
match between England and the United States. It 
brought to a dramatic climax the 108-board con-
frontation, which the Americans won by 3,660 
points.

The principle interest of the hand lies in the 
bidding. England’s Joel Tarlo opened one club, 
doubled by Sam Stayman for takeout. After Nico 
Gardener’s one-spade bid, George Rapee jumped 
to four hearts.

Tarlo, not vulnerable and with nine winners in 
his own hand, bid five clubs. Stayman, playing 
possum, then bid only five hearts. He was con-
fident that a slam in hearts could be made, but 
he didn’t want to give the show away by bidding 
six directly, which might encourage East-West to 
sacrifice at seven clubs. The thing to do, Stayman 
decided, was to ease into the slam.

Tarlo then bid six clubs according to schedule, 
and Stayman passed in order to further the im-
pression that he was doubtful about undertaking 
a slam. He intended to bid six if Rapee (who was 
obliged to take some action) doubled.

But Rapee came through with a six-heart bid, 
and Tarlo was now up against it. He knew he 
could not go down more than four at seven clubs 
doubled (-700 in those days), but he also knew 
the save would be foolish if it turned out that 
six hearts, bid so reluctantly, could not be made. 
So he left the decision to his partner. Gardener 
passed, and six hearts was duly made for a score 
of 1,530 points (including 100 honors).

At the other table, the bidding went:

to give the U.S. a substantial gain.
 (c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I’ve had a checkered ca-
reer, but I’ve always been a good, honest worker. 
In my latest job – one I’d like to make into a ca-
reer – employees have been dropping like flies 
due to the economy. I have found myself becom-
ing cutthroat and manipulative just to stay on top, 
and I don’t like it. Is this wrong, or should I do 
what it takes to keep my job? – M.T.

Dear M.T.: You may think being cunning and 
ruthless at work is the way to go, and perhaps it 
is – in the short term. That kind of behavior often 
leads to one of two outcomes: Either the people 
you step on as you march up the ladder will crush 
you on your way back down, or you will make 
such an impression with your successes you will 
be promoted to the next level – where you may 
feel compelled to become even more cutthroat. 
So while seems like a proactive way of getting 
noticed, it may not end up being the kind of atten-
tion you need for long-term success.

More importantly, this behavior is not sitting 
well with you. You know you are not being your-
self, and that some of your methods may be ques-
tionable, no matter how hard you try to justify to 
yourself that it’s a matter of necessity. It’s always 
best to be true to yourself and your values, so if 
you can figure out another way to proceed, do it. 
Networking, classes or simply putting in overtime 
might give you the leg up when it comes time for 
pink slips to be distributed. Set some goals for 
yourself that are attainable by working harder or 
smarter so you don’t have to rely on your wits to 
get you through. The economy won’t always be 
bad, so long-term thinking is what you need.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I lived with my boyfriend 
for 10 years, and while we were happy without 
being married, we considered each other a life 
partner. A year ago he left me to be on his own. At 
the same time, one of our friends divorced, and 
now the two are dating. I suspect it was planned. 
Should I confront them? Everyone accepts them 
as a couple and I am unable to move on. – K.F.

Dear K.F.: Your sad saga is the oldest story in 
the book. It’s hard enough to be left behind, but at 
first you can be grateful he’s not leaving you for 
another woman. You try to adjust to living with-
out him. Inevitably, he will start dating. If it were 
a stranger, you could try to understand. But if he 
turns to a friend  it is a different story.

But the worst scenario is the one in which the 
two of them planned and manipulated events to 
make it look like a coincidence – for them. If you 
confront them, you might find they would never 
admit betrayal. Or they may admit it, saying they 
didn’t want to hurt your feelings. In any case, the 
answer probably is not going to change anything 
for you in terms of what you have to do. But if 
you think it would somehow bring closure and 
allow you to move forward, go ahead and ask.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate   
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He’s changed
to keep his job

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


