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National Weather Service

Tonight: A 40 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms,
mainly after 7 p.m. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 58.
Windy, with a south wind 30 to
35 mph decreasing to between
15 and 20 mph. Winds could
gust as high as 50 mph.

Friday: A 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms
after 1 p.m. Partly sunny, with
a high near 78. Breezy, with a
south wind between 10 and 20
mph, with gusts as high as 30

mph.
Friday Night: Showers and
thunderstorms  likely. Mostly

cloudy, with a low around 50.
North wind between 5 and 15
mph. Chance of precipitation is
60 percent.

Saturday:  Showers and
thunderstorms  likely. Cloudy,
with a high near 62. North wind
between 5 and 10 mph. Chance
of precipitation is 60 percent.

Saturday Night: A 50 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 47.

Sunday: A 30 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Partly sunny, with a high near

Sunday Night:Aslightchance
of showers. Partly cloudy, with a
low around 46. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 20 percent.

Columbus Day: Sunny, with
a high near 70.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 49.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 73.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 48.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 70.

Wednesday: High, 81; Low 52
Precip: Wednesday None

Month: None
Year: 16.41 inches
Normal:  17.78 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Friday 7:46a.m. 7:18 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 83 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Saturday Evening

Cause of corn fire still unknown
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wasn’t sure how much corn had caught fire,

ers from APAC Kansas, who were working
Willow Drive, provided tankers as well.
McLemore said he appreciated the help

these groups provided.

Firefighters had the blaze under control
within a few hours. McLemore said he went
back to the burn area several times during
the evening to check on things. Some of the
burning material, such as the hay bales, were
covered over with dirt, he said, and may
smolder for the rest of the week until all the
burnable material is consumed. McLemore

ore said that fire was

Groups increase
pipeline opposition

By Matthew Daly
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — En-
vironmental groups on Tuesday
asked President Barack Obama
to intervene on a Canadian com-
pany’s plan to pipe oil from tar
sands in western Canada to the
Texas Gulf Coast, ratcheting up
their opposition in the long-run-
ning battle against the Keystone
XL pipeline.

The groups charged that the
State Department is biased in
favor of the pipeline, and they
urged Obama to push the State
Department aside and personal-
ly make a decision on the pipe-
line plan.

“Mr. President, the State De-
partment has erred, but there is
still time for you to do the right
thing,” the groups said in a let-
ter to Obama. “Tell the lobbyists
in Washington that their days of
setting the agenda are over. Re-
ject this dirty tar sands oil pipe-
line.”

The request by Friends of the
Earth and other environmental
groups — including Sierra Club,
Greenpeace USA, Physicians
for Social Responsibility and
the Center for Biological Diver-
sity — was the latest skirmish in
a long-running battle over a plan
by Calgary-based TransCanada
to build a massive pipeline to
carry crude oil extracted from
tar sands in Alberta to refineries
in Texas.

The1,700-milepipeline,which
would travel through Montana,
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kan-
sas and Oklahoma, would carry
an estimated 700,000 barrels of
oil a day, doubling the capac-
ity of an existing pipeline from
Canada. Supporters say it could
significantly reduce U.S. depen-
dence on Middle Eastern oil.

The project has become a
flashpoint for environmental
groups who say it would bring
“dirty oil” that requires huge
amounts of energy to extract and
could cause an ecological disas-
ter in case of a spill.

Friends of the Earth released
internal emails and other docu-
ments this week that they said

demonstrate an overly cozy re-
lationship between State Depart-
ment officials and TransCanada.
Friends of the Earth and other
critics singled out friendly ex-
changes with TransCanada ex-
ecutive Paul Elliott, a former
aide in Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s 2008 presi-
dential campaign.

One email, from Marja Ver-
loop, an official at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Ottawa, cheered news
from Elliott that Sen. Max Bau-
cus, D-Mont., was supporting
the pipeline.

“Go Paul! Baucus support
holds clout,” Verloop wrote.

In an e-mail to David Jacob-
son, the U.S. ambassador to
Canada, Verloop described Tran-
sCanada as “comfortable and on
board” with developments in the
review process.

Terry Cunha, a spokesman for
TransCanada, said Elliott lob-
bied State Department officials
in much the same way as lobby-
ists for Friends of the Earth and
other environmental groups.

“Mr. Elliott was and is simply
doing his job,” Cunha said. “No
laws have been broken”

Cunha called it “absurd” to
suggest that Elliott or Verloop
— described by the State Depart-
ment as a career Foreign Service
officer — could determine the
outcome of a review that in-
volved 10 federal agencies and a
“myriad” of local governments.
The three-year U.S. review in-
cluded detailed environmental
assessments by the State De-
partment and Environmental
Protection Agency, and a series
of public hearings.

Victoria Nuland, a State De-
partment spokeswoman, said
Verloop, a counselor for energy/
environment at the U.S. Embas-
sy, did not “have any impact or
any input in the development of
the Keystone environmental im-
pact statement” released by the
State Department in August.

The State Department has au-
thority over the $7 billion proj-
ect because the pipeline would
cross the U.S. border. Officials
have promised a decision by the
end of the year.

but estimated about 120 acres.

While the fire department was out at the
cornfield fire, another call came in from
Hills Feedyard southeast of town. McLem-

tractor and disc before firefighters arrived.
Another fire on a porch on South Range Av-
enue was also put out quickly before fire-
fighters were dispatched.

Last week’s crop fires were also put out
with the help of tractors and discs, which
are used to cut swathes through crops, stub-
ble or grass to create fire lines.

October 8, 2011

tools,” he

already put out by a

up to 60.

“Tractors and discs are great firefighting

said.

One fire on Friday in a stubble field north
of Meadow Lake Golf Course may have
been started by fireworks.

The National Weather Service is predict-
ing another day of high winds. Sustained
wind speeds may reach 40 mph with gusts

Red Flag warnings — indicating

high fire danger — are also in effect around
the region. Some thunderstorms are possi-
ble the rest of the week and weekend. Those
include the chance of cloud to ground light-
ning, which can ignite fires in dry crops.
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the city’s intent to demolish
the old pool and bath house.
Armstrong said this is the first
step in the demolition process
since the building is on the
National Historic Register.
If the state doesn’t respond
within 30 days, the city can
go ahead with the demolition.
If the state does respond, there
will be a public hearing within
60 days.

* Awarded a bid to PMSI for
crack fill material for $21,285
and machine rental for $500.

* Amended the municipal
code to allow the Colby Tree
Board to have seven members

City imposes
fine on bad yards

instead of five. Armstrong
said the board has so many
projects that the members felt
they needed more people to
keep track of it all.

* Approved a change order
on the Willow Drive project
to use a cold plastic instead
of multi-component paint for
lane markings. Armstrong
said the cold plastic should
last longer on the concrete.
The change order increased
the contract by $15,600.

* Approved two agreements
with Colby Community Col-
lege on the interconnection of
their wind turbine, subject to
final review by Midwest En-
ergy and the city attorney.

Arts Commission has
big dreams, few dollars
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eliminate the commission, and
he replaced seven of its 12
members, with one vacancy re-

maining.
Weis is also chairwoman of
the Arts Foundation, which

formed in February, anticipating
the possible elimination of the
Arts Commission. She and two
other foundation directors serve
on the commission, leading to
criticism from arts advocates,
but she said the two operate
separately.

She said the foundation’s only
goal is to raise private funds to
promote the arts.

“I don’t mean any disrespect
— please understand me — but we
have existed hand-to-mouth on
whatever we got from govern-
ment,” she said. “People could
have been donating lots and lots
and lots of money to the Kansas
Arts Commission, which could
have built our Kansas arts pro-
gram.”

Arts advocates and some leg-
islators question whether the
commission, the Arts Founda-
tion or local groups can make up
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for lost state, federal and region-
al alliance funds with private
dollars. They say state funding
often gives a program or group
legitimacy as it approaches pri-
vate contributors.

They’re also reporting that lo-
cal programs are scrambling to
mount exhibits, reach school-
children or keep offices open.
Organizers canceled the Wichita
Black Arts Festival, held every
previous Labor Day since 1968.

“That’s one of the reasons that
people have been so concerned
that there’s no funding for these
community efforts,” said Sen.
Jean Schodorf, a Wichita Re-
publican. “That’s why there has
been so much emotion about
changing the system and losing
the money.”

Weis and Herzog said the com-
mission hasn’t given up on at-
tracting NEA funds and is work-
ing to revise the state’s plan for
promoting the arts, required by
the federal agency. Herzog said
commission members them-
selves are handling administra-
tive chores; the commission’s

office is being provided by the
Arts Foundation.
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City plans power outage

The Colby Electric Department is
planning to turn off power from Cope-
land Avenue to Smith Drive and from
the First Street Annex to West Sixth
Street today. The outage will begin at
5:15 p.m. and should last about two
hours. For information, call the depart-
ment at 460-4420.

Music Booster Club

seeking decorations

The Colby Music Booster Club is
looking for donations of Halloween,
Thanksgiving and Christmas decora-
tions — including Halloween costumes
— for a Holiday Garage Sale fund raiser.
The sale will be from 8:30 a.m. to noon
Saturday, Oct. 15, at 405 N. Franklin
Ave. Proceeds from the sale will go
to new uniforms for the Colby Eagle
Marching Band. For more information
or to make a donation, call Jan Barnum
at 462-5892.

Look for Lions at game

The High Plains Lions Club will be
at the Dennen Field gates during the
Colby High School football game Fri-
day to raise money for sight research at
the University of Kansas Medical Cen-
ter. For more information, call Sheryl
Brenn at (785) 586-2384.

Oakley corn cook-off
set for this Friday

Show off your corn cooking skills at
the Open Class Corn Cook-Off from
Il am. to 1 p.m. Friday at The Cave
in Oakley. Bring a favorite recipe to be
judged in one of three classes: side and
main dish; breads and baked goods; or
snacks, candies and desserts. The dish
must have some form of corn in it. For
information, call Judith at (785) 671-
4525 or Rosa at (785) 671-3608.

Fatherhood class

to begin this Tuesday

The 24/7 Dad will start at 7 p.m.
Tuesday meeting at Redeeming Love
Ministries in Colby. Classes will be
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 24/7 Dad is
a fatherhood program with experienced
facilitators, W.G. Romine and Jarrod
Spencer, bringing fathers together and
giving them tools for improvement and
to build on their strengths. For informa-
tion, call Paige Campbell at 460-8177.

Seniors plan potluck

The group More Fun Together plans a
potluck for people 50 or older who are
alone, widowed, divorced, separated or
who have partners in nursing homes at
6 p.m. Tuesday at the First Presbyterian
Church. Bring a dish to share; table ser-
vice and beverage will be provided. For
information, call 462-6342.

School district to hold

combined concert

Colby Public Schools will hold its
annual “District Music Concert” on at
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 18, at the Colby
Community Building. It will feature
musicians from the Grade School, Mid-
dle School and High School. There is
no cost to attend. For information, call
music instructor Jennifer Koel at 460-
5100.
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