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Fall into defensive driving habits
to reduce risk of deer-car collision

Fall has arrived, and so has the time when
motorists are more likely to encounter deer on
highways. According to Todd Hileman, Kan-
sas Highway public resource officer, about 40
percent of all car-deer accidents investigated
by the Patrol fall between October and De-
cember.

Unfortunately, these meetings often result in
a serious traffic accident.

Hundreds of thousands of animal-vehicle
crashes occur each year, the majority with
deer. This results in millions of dollars of dam-
ages, injuries and in some cases, even death.

Sometimes these accidents are unavoidable,
particularly during the fall months into early
winter when deer are active and breeding.
However, attentive drivers can take several
simple precautions to reduce the likelihood
of these encounters resulting in a traffic acci-

dent.

Here are some defensive driving tips to help
avoid deer-vehicle accidents:

e Fasten your seatbelt. It’s simple common
sense and the best defense in the event a crash
is unavoidable.

e Pay attention to deer-crossing signs.

* Be especially alert at dawn and dusk. These
are the times deer are most active.

* If you see one deer, expect more to follow.
Deer typically travel in single file.

e If you see a deer on the road, brake firmly
and blow your horn.

e If a crash is unavoidable, don’t swerve.
Studies show the most serious crashes when
motorists swerve to avoid a deer and hit an-
other vehicle or object, or roll over.

One preventive measure you might hear
about is the use of deer whistles. Deer whistles

produce ultrasonic noise when the vehicle they
are attached to exceeds 30 mph. The idea is the
deer will be warned upon hearing the noise.
It’s unclear whether deer hear the noise, but
regardless, studies show the whistles have no
effect on deer behavior, according to the Insur-
ance Institute for Highway Safety.

If you do strike a deer, contact the authori-
ties. In Kansas you are legally required to
report any accident which causes damage of
$1,000 or more or an personal injury.

Also contact your insurance company to
report your claim. Collision with an animal is
covered under the comprehensive section of
your auto insurance policy. Since comprehen-
sive coverage is optional, be sure to check your
auto insurance policy for specific coverages.

Deer accidents dropping

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. (AP) —
State Farm insurance company
says the number of deer-vehicle
collisions has dropped nationally
for the third year in a row.

The Bloomington-based insur-
ance company said Monday that
client data show a 7 percent drop
in deer-vehicle collisions between
July 2010 and June 2011. Data
show 1.09 million collisions be-
tween deer and vehicles during
that time period.

State Farm says motorists in
West Virginia are most likely
to run into a deer. The state tops
the list for the fifth year in a row.
Iowa is second and South Dakota
is third, followed by Pennsylvania
and Michigan.

Deer-vehicle collisions are least
likely in Hawaii.

State Farm classifies Illinois as
a medium-risk state, saying odds
are 1 in 250 of having a deer and
vehicle collision.

Emergency Management:
prepare for zombie attack!

Envision this: Hordes of walk-
ing corpses roaming the landscape
with only one goal — to kill and
devour the living.

It is, of course, a nightmare sce-
nario straight out of a Hollywood
movie, but what if it were real?
Would you be prepared?

With tongue firmly planted in
cheek, that is the question posed
by the Kansas Division of Emer-
gency Management during Oc-
tober’s Zombie Preparedness
Month, part of a national campaign
to encourage the public to take an
all-hazards approach to preparing
themselves for tornadoes, floods,
fires, hurricanes, terrorist attacks
and other disasters — including
zombie attacks.

“If you are prepared for a zom-
bie attack, you are prepared for
anything,” said Devan Tucking-
Strickler, Department of Emer-
gency Management Human Ser-
vices officer. “No matter what the
disaster, the preparations are the
same: make an emergency kit that
will allow you and your family to
survive for a minimum of three
days until help can arrive, de-
vise a home emergency plan and
practice it so that everyone knows
what to do if a disaster strikes —
even zombies.”

For information about the Kan-
sas Division of Emergency Man-
agement and emergency prepared-
ness, go to http://kansastag.gov/
kdem_default.asp

Stolen car a crushing finale

KINGPORT, Tenn. (AP) — A
Kingsport man has ended a dis-
pute over a car with crushing fi-
nality.

Police charged Robbert N. Ow-
ens with theft when he told them
he stole a car he had sold and recy-
cled it. In a statement to Kingsport

Police, Owens said the buyer still
owed him money on the vehicle,
which sold for $1,200.

Owens said when he didn’t get
the rest of his money, he stole the
car and had it crushed at Kingsport
Auto Recyclers, according to the
Kingsport Times-News.

On the Beat

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF
Monday, Sept. 26

8:16 a.m. — Caller reported pos-
sible animal cruelty to goats in
Menlo. Report filed.

10:25 a.m. — Caller reported
cow and donkey running loose in
ditch on County Rd. 27 at County
Rd. CC. Left message for owner.

Tuesday, Sept. 27

12:01 p.m. — Warrant arrest
made.

Last Wednesday

12:38 a.m. — Caller reported a
vehicle going eastbound on I-70
in the westbound lane from mile
53. Unable to locate to mile 62.

8:22 a.m. — Caller reported
cattle out on old U.S. 24 mile 41.
Contacted owner.

10:16 a.m. — Brought inmate
from Decatur County to Colby.

11:23 a.m. — Booked Paul Hen-
ry Parsons.

2:01 p.m. — Caller reported
theft of irrigation batteries. Report
filed.

4:55 p.m. — Helped subject with

Kids can color
Kansas history

The Kansas Historical Society
has published a new children’s ac-
tivity book, /Kid’s Kansas/. This
full-color, 44-page book features
stickers, pull-out famous Kansan
trading cards and flags, and sev-
eral pages of puzzles, activities,
and Kansas stories.

The Historical Society is offer-
ing a free copy of /Kid’s Kansas/
to any fourth grade Kansas teach-
er. Teachers should send an email
request with their mailing address
to kidskansas@kshs.org. Learn
more about /Kid’s Kansas/ at kshs.
org /17236.

civil matter in Brewster.

6:06 p.m.— Removed tire debris
from roadway out I-70 eastbound
mile 46.

Thursday

11:34 a.m. — Helped Colby Po-
lice on Suspicious Incident call in
the 100 block of E. Fifth Street.

12:42 p.m. — Civil forfeiture:
helped Highway Patrol on traffic
stop for drugs at eastbound I-70
mile 49. Report filed.

1:36 p.m. — Helped Fire De-
partment on field fire in the 1900
block of County Rd. 23.

2:02 p.m. — Subject came to
Law Enforcement Center about
lost license tag. Report filed.

2:52 p.m. — Subject came to
Law Enforcement Center about a
county dump truck that cracked
her windshield in the 3300 block
of W. Fourth. Report filed.

3:48 p.m. — Report filed for ob-
struction.

4:25 p.m. — Robert Lee-Nathan-
iel Adams arrested on warrant.

5:11 p.m. — Booked Adams.

7:16 p.m. — Caller reported
cattle out at U.S. 83 and the Nine
Mile Corner. Report filed.

World champion accordion-
ists Dan and Kim Christian, who
together make Squeeze Play,
will perform at 3 p.m. (Central
Time) Sunday at the Goodland
High School auditorium.

Squeeze Play has an exten-
sive repertoire, and the band is
sure to please audiences of all
ages with fascinating finger and
bellows techniques.

Squeeze Play coming

to Goodland stage

Admission is by Western
Plains Arts Association season
ticket or at the door. Cost for
adults is $20 and students K-12,
$10. Student groups of twenty
or more may have a special ad-
mission price of $5 per student
at the door, as long as there is
room for all season tickethold-
ers.

Fort Hays homecoming

has Colby royalty candidates

Two students from Colby are
among the candidates for Fort
Hays State University’s home-
coming king and queen.

Seniors Ryan Baalmann and
Anthony Rohr were nominated for
the competition by student organi-
zations. Baalmann was nominated
by the Association of Certified
Fraud Examiners and Rohr was
nominated by Mortar Board, a na-

tional honor society in which he is
currently serving as president.

Candidates must be full-time
Fort Hays students and have a
minimum grade point average of
25.

Final elections are today
and Thursday. Winners will be
crowned during half-time of Sat-
urday’s football game against
Pittsburg State University.

Farm Implement & Supply Co

See our equipment at

www.farmimp.com

NICE SELECTION OF USED COMBINES

1025 East 1t Street
Colby KS
785-462-2411

YEAR MAKE MODEL | ENGINE HOURS | SEPERATOR HOURS
1991 CASE H 1660 2,546

2000 NEW HOLLAND TR99 2,201 1,614

2005 NEW HOLLAND CR960 1,920 1,400

2007 NEW HOLLAND CR9060 694 460

2007 NEW HOLLAND CR9070 2,044 1,458

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory
call Sharon or Kathryn today at 462-3963.

Giveita try!

See what the. Business: Directory, can.do; for-you!

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
- (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

CMenoow Luke

GDLI- COURSE & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. * Colby, KS

ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

425 East Hill, Colby, KS
785-462-6642

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems
Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems
Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

NEED EXTRA MONEY?

Be a Newspaper Carrier!

155 W 5th Street « 785.462.3963

“Callus or
. Stopby! ,

S — -

THOMAS

ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to * For great coverage
provide all your insurance needs:

and customer
service contact me!

e Farm and Crop Insurance

¢ Inland Marine, Builders Risk
e Auto Service Shops

e Contractors

® Restaurants

e Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

e Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

» Commercial Property, Automobiles
e General Liability, Workers Compensation

* Body Shop and Collision Repair

Bankruptcy Questions?
Call Toll Free (800) 864-4619

(';LHSSM&H
_TBIRD
(% BRAUN
BN S CHWARTZ.

200 W 13th - Hays, KS

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file
for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

1 make

insurance simple.

David Browne Il
550 N. Franklin

[ 73

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 - 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 .
dtubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Life |

Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Auto | Business Retirement

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company**, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company**/West Des Moines, IA. *Affiliates *Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services © 2011 FBL Financial Group, Inc. M083-ML-BC (5-11)
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Fax: 785-462-3752




