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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with
a low around 55. Breezy, with a
south wind between 20 and 25
mph, with gusts as high as 35
mph.

Thursday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 4 p.m. Partly sunny,
with a high near 82. Very windy,
with a south wind 20 to 25 mph
increasing to between 35 and 40
mph. Winds could gust as high
as 50 mph.

Thursday Night: A 20 per-
cent chance of showers and
thunderstorms before 1 a.m.
Partly cloudy, with a low around
57. Windy, with a south wind
25 to 30 mph decreasing to be-
tween 15 and 20 mph. Winds
could gust as high as 40 mph.

Friday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 78. Breezy, with a
south wind between 15 and 20
mph, with gusts as high as 30
mph.

Friday Night: A 50 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 49.

Saturday: A 50 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 63.

Saturday Night: A 40 percent
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 48.

Sunday: A 30 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Partly sunny, with a high near
65

Sunday Night:Aslightchance
of showers. Partly cloudy, with a
low around 47. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 20 percent.

Columbus Day: Sunny, with
a high near 72.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 50.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 74.

Monday: High, 93; Low 43
Tuesday: High, 89; Low 56

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday None
Month: None
Year: 16.41 inches
Normal:  17.78 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:45a.m. 7:19 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 75 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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People from all over pitched in to help
control the fire Tuesday afternoon,
whether it was shoveling dirt on a
burning corn stalk (above) or cutting a
fire line with a tractor and disc (right).
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Wind whips fire through cornfield

From “FIRE,” Page 1

River plant. It took much of the
afternoon to get the fire com-
pletely under control. Volunteers
from businesses like Midwest
Energy and Red River Com-
modities helped fight the fire
and brought food and water for

the firefighters.

A tractor towing a disc was
used to dig fire lines.

The department worked two
other fires Tuesday. Trucks were
called to the second fire at Hills
Feedyard southeast of town at
2:15 p.m. and a third fire was
reported on a porch in Colby at

7 p.m., but it was put out before
firefighters arrived.

Several crop fires similar to
Tuesday’s have flared up over
the past week. One burned
several acres of crops near the
Colby Community College farm
east of town on Thursday, while
another took hold in corn stub-

ble north of Meadow Lake Golf
Course on Friday.

The National Weather Service
had issued a fire weather warn-
ing for Tuesday. The service
recorded a high temperature of
93 degrees and sustained wind
speeds up to 36 mph with gusts
up to 48.

Revenue department looks at tax laws

From “REVENUE,” Page 1

nue-sharing programs with cities and coun-

out of whack,” Hensley said. “The clos-
est we’ve ever been to parity was the year
2000. Over the past 10 years, property taxes
have taken more of the load because of what
we’ve done to local units of government.”
He said as the state has eliminated reve-

ties it has forced those governments to ei-
ther raise their sales tax rates or increase
property taxes to fund services, including
public school districts.

Kansas currently collects about $225 mil-
lion annually in corporate taxes, down from
more than $400 million in better economic

and in the
for progra
Kansas

fees.

times. Jordan said that whichever tax is
modified or reduced it will have to be bal-
anced with the other obligations of the state

face of declining federal support
ms.
is predicted to collect close to $6

billion in the current fiscal year in taxes and

Community Foundation holds annual meeting

From “MEETING,” Page 1

tion, which paved the way for
the organization’s 10 years of
beneficial grants to the county.

Black was the first president
of the foundation and continues
to support efforts through her
membership and other philan-
thropic actions.

Following Black was Dick-
man, who gave a few words
about his pride at how far the
organization has come since its
inception. Morrison also ap-
plauded the foundation and
thanked board members and
staff for their support during a
time of loss. He and his family
chose to honor his late father,
Jim Morrison, with a memorial
fund at the foundation.

“What better way to honor
my father, than with a memorial
fund,” he said. “My excitement
was echoed by my mother and

tings

the fund was established. Staff
at TCCF offered help above and
beyond what we expected with
little things that meant so much
to my mother. Their efforts are
nothing short of grandiose.”

In addition to the presenta-
tions, a short business meeting
was conducted by President
Jada Tubbs.

Presenting the treasurer’s re-
port on behalf of Treasurer Le-
land Wilson was Vice President
Tammi Strutt, who announced
$839.435 in total assets for the
foundation as of Dec. 31.

Tubbs also spoke about the
history of the foundation and
expressed her appreciation to
Colby Police Chief Randy Jones
and City Manager Carolyn Arm-
strong, who were influential in
getting a $150,000 donation
during the foundation’s early
years.

“Their contribution in 2001

Covsy

_ Sponsored by the

FREE PRESS

made a huge impact on the
foundation then, and continues
to benefit Thomas County now,”
said Tubbs. “It helped establish
two funds that have granted
thousands of dollars to area non-
profit organizations and scholar-
ship recipients.”

Olson then announced Smart
Start as the winner of a competi-
tion to propose an idea for a new
fund at the foundation. Their
idea to bring technology to pre-
schools will receive $500 from
the foundation as start-up funds.
The fund will begin distributing
grants when it reaches $2,500.
Donations to this fund are wel-
come.

A ballot was distributed to at-
tending Friends of the Founda-
tion with eligible voting rights
to fill two board vacancies. Re-
tiring board members are Bill
Luna and Tom Chain.

“We appreciate everything

that Bill and Tom have done
for the foundation,” said Tubbs.
“They have both been active
members and have spent many
hours helping with events and
special interest programs such as
the Thomas County Fair Break-
fast and Food for Kids.”

After the annual meeting,
members of the foundation met
to count ballots and voted to ap-
prove new membership of Matt
Vogler and Lawrence Mayer,
who will fill the two vacancies.

They also voted and approved

new officers. The former slate of

executive directors were presi-
dent Jada Tubbs, vice president
Tammi Strutt, treasurer Leland
Wilson and secretary Jody Met-
calf. Taking the place of Tubbs
and Strutt are Kristina Hills and
Mark Wahlmeier, respectively.
Wilson and Metcalf will remain
in their current positions.

Briefly
Retreat organizers

plan weekend corn maze
Shepherd’s Staff is operating a pump-
kin patch and corn maze from 3 to 7
p.m. every Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day in October at the paintball park, a
half mile east of Rexford. Cost is $7 per
person or $5 each in groups of four or
more. For information, or to schedule a
special event, call (785) 687-2565.

Senior center plans
potato bar on Thursday

The Senior Progress Center will have
its fall potato bar fund raiser from 5 to
6:30 p.m. Thursday. The event, which
is open to the public, will also include
a bake sale and raffle. For information,
call 460-2901.

City plans power outage

The Colby Electric Department is
planning to turn off power from Cope-
land Avenue to Smith Drive and from
the First Street Annex to West Sixth
Street on Thursday. The outage will be-
gin at 5:15 p.m. and should last about
two hours. For information, call the de-
partment at 460-4420.

Trash trucks will not

pick up grass until spring

The Colby Sanitation Department
will stop picking up grass separately
on Friday. Residents may continue to
put grass clippings in with regular trash
throughout the winter. The department
will notify people in the spring when
they should separate the grass from the
trash again. For information, call the
Public Works Department at (785) 460-
4420.

Oakley corn cook-off
set for this Friday

Show off your corn cooking skills at
the Open Class Corn Cook-Off from
11 am. to 1 p.m. Friday at The Cave
in Oakley. Bring a favorite recipe to be
judged in one of three classes: side and
main dish; breads and baked goods; or
snacks, candies and desserts. The dish
must have some form of corn in it. For
information, call Judith at (785) 671-
4525 or Rosa at (785) 671-3608.

Fatherhood class

to begin Tuesday

The 24/7 Dad will start at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, meeting at Redeeming Love
Ministries in Colby. Classes will be
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 24/7 Dad is
a fatherhood program with experienced
facilitators, W.G. Romine and Jarrod
Spencer, bringing fathers together and
giving them tools for improvement and
to build on their strengths. For informa-
tion, call Paige Campbell at 460-8177.

Human resources group
plans work law seminar

The local chapter of Western Kansas
Human Resources Management Asso-
ciation will hold an employment law
seminar next Wednesday in room 108 of
the student union at Colby Community
College. Registration will begin at 12:30
p.m. and the presentation at 1 p.m. For
information, visit www.wkhrma.org.
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