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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask

y | Dr Brothers
She’s afraid

of offending boss

Dear Dr. Brothers: I've recently started a job
as secretary for the church I have joined. I’m not
shy but am afraid to open my mouth around my
pastor. He and his wife are sweet and never say
anything stronger than “darn” or “heck,” while
my vocabulary includes an occasional “damn”
or “hell.” I don’t want to jeopardize my job or
my status by offending them, but they have com-
mented on how quiet I am. Any advice? — S.C.

Dear S.C.: You seem completely intimidated
by the culture at your new church, and I hope
you will give the job time to get to know every-
one better before you decide they are impossibly
holier than thou! It seems you have the best of
intentions in trying to not offend anyone, but you
may need to lighten up and realize all the people
around you are human too.

On the other hand, examine the worst-case sce-
nario: You come out with some expletives and
are soundly put down. That might be hurtful and
mortifying, but give you some insight into what
kind of place you have found yourself worship-
ing and working at. It may be a poor fit, and in
that case it would be better to acknowledge it and
find another job and church in which you find
yourself less likely to be judged.

So, I would suggest giving the new place and
people a chance and then deciding if this is go-
ing to be a comfortable workplace and church for
you. If your language turns out to be a problem,
just realize many people are going to be offended,
but just as many are not.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I've been looking forward
to moving to a new city with my family, but as
the time draws near, I worry about how my kids
will adjust to leaving their friends and the only
home they have ever known. They are 8- and 10-
year-old boys, and while they are excited, they
have started whining and fighting more than usu-
al. I wonder how to make this easier on them. My
husband and I are fine, but we’re adults! — J.T.

Dear J.T.: It would not be unusual for every-
one in the family — including the adults — to be on
edge when a big move is coming up. Perhaps you
don’t realize it, but any tension — even with the
getting organized for a move — can be reflected in
children’s behavior. Kids pick up on the emotions
you feel, so try to be optimistic and upbeat with
them at this stressful time. Your husband also can
add to the positive atmosphere by talking with
the kids about what they will all do together in
the new city. That should help clear the air.

In the meantime, let your kids explore their new
home in advance by searching for kid-friendly
activities on the Internet. By the time you move,
they will have some specific things in mind that
will make finding friends and things to do more
real to them. Remind them they will always have
each other as well as you and Dad, and that this
is an adventure for the whole family. Don’t be
afraid to ask if they have concerns, and take their
insecurities seriously. Luckily, the Internet will
help them stay in touch with old friends, too.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
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YA10832
*KJ2
»2
WEST EAST
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*6 4108
#0854 K Q1063
SOUTH
@10
Y64
®AQ97543
dATT
The bidding:
North East South  West
184 Pass 2e Pass
2 Pass 34 Pass
3¢ Pass 4 NT Pass
5% Pass 74
Opening lead — king of hearts.

Famous Hand

This is one of the most dramatic hands in bridge
history. It occurred during a match between Swe-
den and Italy at the World Bridge Olympiad held
in New York in 1964.

The deal was played on Bridge-O-Rama be-
fore a large and enthusiastic audience. The match
was close, and the spectators, regardless of their
sympathies, were in a high state of excitement
when the hand was displayed on the huge elec-
tronic screen. They saw that the Swedish North-
South pair could make a vulnerable grand slam
by guessing which opponent had the king of
spades.

A great roar went up from the audience when
South (Sven Berglund) bid seven diamonds. They
knew the Italian pair at the first table had already
bid and made six diamonds.

The Italian West led the king of hearts, taken
by dummy’s ace. Berglund now took five long
minutes to study the situation as the spectators
debated whether he would guess the location of
the king of spades and thus avoid a heart loser.
Most of them thought he would cash the ace of
spades and then lead the queen, discarding a heart
after East followed low. This, of course, would
have resulted in down one.

The audience sat transfixed until, at long last,
Berglund led a club to the ace, returned the ten
of spades and followed low from dummy. At this
point, pandemonium broke loose. The cheers, the
groans, the shouts, the applause and the I-told-
you-so’s that followed could surely have been
heard in Stockholm.

Berglund proceeded to make the grand slam
by ruffing two clubs in dummy and discarding a
heart on the ace of spades. This gave the Swedish
team a gain of 13 International Match Points in-
stead of a loss of 16, and Sweden won the match,
66 IMPs to 49.
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Family Circus * Bil Keane
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“l don’t think the bath | took yesterday

has worn off yet.”

Conqeptis Sudoku ° Dave Green
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Difficulty Level %
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This is a logic-based num-

ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-

ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich

each row, column and 3x3

region must contain only one

instance of each numeral.
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Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip

Difficulty Level % % % %

GJKW-GTNW HQL-QJZ VIWDL

HGIH'E GRMTNZ CLCRNIJV

JULKM QDEFLKEDK CLNDFT:

HGT UDNQIJRPTT-HINPDT.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: FAMED MOVIE ACTOR
WHO LOVES DRINKING THINGS LIKE COFFEE,
TEA AND BEER: BREWS WILLIS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; H equals T

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 40 Bankroll DOWN 20 Do what

1 Actress 41 Warmth 1 Fire you're
Gardner 43 Chic residue told

4 Vine- 45 Burn 2 Compete 21 Poi
covered some- 33 root
shelter what dispenser 22 Coin

9 Owns 47 Joke 4 Soak aperture

12 Perch 48 Goof up 23 Author

13 Wilkes- up 5 Knocking Nathaniel
—, Pa. 49 “The sound 27 Jump

14 Every- Old Man 6 Lingerie 29 Historic
thing and item times

15 Sur- the Sea” 7 Lawn- 30 Whirlpool
geons’ author care 32 Prognos-
devices 54 Pistol brand ticator

17 Reason 55 Implant 8 Vacation 34 Women’s
to say 56 Literary mecca shoes
“alas” collection 9 Detec- 37 Jennifer’s

18 — con- 57 Praise in tives “Friends”
strictor verse 10 Lotion role

19 Addicted 58 Rental additive 39 Rio —

21 Unisex contract 11 Coaster 42 Topic
garb 59 Workout 16 Kimono 44 Ovum

24 Spheres venue sash 45 Lily

25 — carte variety

26 “Hum- Solution time: 27 mins. 46 Gunky
bug!” stuff

28 Giggly 50 CEO’s
sound degree

31 Columns’ 51 Humor-
crossers ous

33 AAA job sort

35 Play area E 52 Whatever

36 Playful amount
water 53 Thanks-
critter giving

38 Dowel vegetable
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