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Saturday, October 8, 2011
Wichita, Kansas

WE WANT YOU!
Join the Kansas 150 Sunflower Parade! 

Bring your marching band, your floats, your antique cars 
or join the exhibitors to help us celebrate the 

150th birthday of Kansas!

Show your Kansas pride and join the party!
Go online to ks150.org and click on 

Kansas 150 Festival or call 800.288.9424

Frontier Arms Company
GRAND OPENING SPECIALS

Remington 870 Sportsman Field Laminate
12 Ga OR 20 Ga

$399.99

Weatherby Vanguard SUB-MOA Series 2 Synthetic
.223 Rem, 7mm-o8, .270 Win, 300 WBY Mag

$469.99

$299.99
Ruger LCP

.380 ACP 6+1

$389.99
Taurus Millinium Pro

.45 ACP 10+1

Hoppes #9 5oz
$4.49

Remington UMC .223 Rem
$7.55/box

Federal #6 Game Loads
$5.99/box

Limited Quantities in Stock-Firearms may need to be ordered

Prices Good through Sept. 30th
FRONTIER ARMS COMPANY

116 E. Washington St.
St. Francis, Ks 67756

(785)332-3600
If We Don’t Have It - We Can Get It!

The Colby Free Press 
is looking for Carriers!

For more information call the 
Colby Free Press office: 785-462-3963 

or stop in at 155 W. 5th Street

After School; Monday - Friday
About 1 hour per day

A great job for students, moms, or retired 
people wanting a little “fresh air.”

It is offi cially fall! It is time for many con-
ferences and fall activities. I will be attending 
the Tourism Conference Oct. 17-20 in Law-
rence. This is always a very informative meet-
ing with good speakers and updates from the 
Kansas Tourism offi ce regarding marketing 
plans for the coming year. Governor Brown-
back will be addressing the group at breakfast 
on Tuesday, Oct. 19.

We will also be going to Wichita for Kansas’ 
125th Birthday Celebration Oct. 8. A parade 
with communities marching to represent an 
icon of their town will be held in downtown 
Wichita. The parade will be followed by the 
Home On the Range Concert. Finally we will 
be going to Liberal on Oct. 28 for the Sampler 
Foundation orientation. A busy month in the 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau offi ce.

Leadership Thomas County will again have 
a youth program for sophomores of all Thom-
as County Schools. Information and applica-
tions will go to the schools in December. The 
program will run during January and February. 
Classes will be Wednesday, Jan. 11, 18 and 
Feb. 1 and 15 with locations to be announced 
later. Class project is to be fi nished by April 
15.

Several members of the Leadership Thomas 
County board of directors will be attending the 
Leadership Summit in Wichita in November. 
The summit is sponsored by the Kansas Health 
Foundation. Civic Leadership will be the fo-
cus of the summit.

Those of us who have been working with 
Colby Take Charge Challenge are deeply ap-
preciative of all who have been attending our 
events. We do not know yet if we have won or 
not, but we thank each of you for your support. 
The community and leadership team gave it a 

great shot. Thank you, Thank you!
It is also a busy month in the community. 

Colby Community College has two major 
two-day events this weekend. 

The Intercollegiate Horse Show will begin 
at 9 a.m. both Saturday and Sunday at the col-
lege farm. Colby is the only two-year college 
in Kansas to have an equestrian team. Teams 
will be competing from Colorado, Wyoming, 
Nebraska and Colorado as well as Kansas. 

The softball team will hold their annual Fall 
Softball Tournament. Games will begin at noon 
on Saturday and 10 a.m. on Sunday. Six teams 
will be competing at the college diamonds and 
the city fi elds.

Other events taking place the fi rst weekend 
include the Second Annual Home-Based Busi-
ness and Craft Show beginning at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday at the 4-H Building. 

An exhibit is being held at Prairie Museum 
of Art and History of art by college students 
and instructor Rebel Jay. There will be a re-
ception from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday at the mu-
seum where you may meet the artists as you 
view their work. The exhibit will be in place 
through Oct. 31.

At 9 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 8, the Special 
Olympics Bowling event will be held at Colby 
Bowl and Arcade. You’re encouraged to attend 
and root for these athletes. 

The Thomas County Wellness Fair and Expo 
will be held at 8 a.m. that day at the college 
Student Union.

Other special events during the month in-
clude musical entertainment. The Colby Pub-
lic Schools District Music Concert will be at 
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 18, at the Commu-
nity Building. 

The Second Grade Musical will be at 7 p.m. 
Oct. 25 in the Grade School Auditorium. 

The Western Plains Arts Association pres-
ents the Hunt Family at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 
30, at the Cultural Arts Center. They promise 
a musical repertoire from bluegrass to inspi-
rational to rock ‘n’ roll with step dancing and 
amazing instrumentals. 

More special events include the ever popu-
lar Kiwanis Pancake Feed which will be held 
at 7 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 22, at the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post Home. 

There is also a Potato Bar Fund Raiser at the 
Senior Progress Center at 5 p.m. on Thursday. 

The Max Pickerill Lecture series brings you 
Robert Glennon at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 27, in 
the Cultural Arts Center. His topic should be of 
utmost interest for all of us – the water crisis. 
All of the lectures are free.

Enjoy the Booked for Lunch book review at 
Pioneer Memorial Library at noon on Wednes-
day. The library will be holding their Spook-
tacular Book Sale from Friday through Sun-
day, Oct. 28 to 30. 

The American Youth Soccer Organization is 
once again sponsoring the Haunted House. It 
will be open from 7 p.m. until midnight Fri-
day and Saturday, the 28th and 29th. It will be 
open from 7 to 10 p.m. the 30th and 31st – a 
great way to bring in Halloween. We remind 
you to drive safely and watch for the trick or 
treaters.

Football, baseball, softball and volleyball 
round out the activities for the month. Enjoy 
the autumn season, October, the events and 
Halloween. 

What a potpourri we have for you.
Leilani Thomas is director of the Colby 

Convention and Visitors Bureau, a long-time 
civic volunteer and a passionate observer of 
the tourism industry.

• On the Road
   Again!

Leilani
Thomas

October’s busy across the state
The Kansas Agriculture and 

Rural Leadership program has 
launched a completely rede-
signed website at www.karlpro-
gram.com. The new website is 
designed to better serve current 
class members, alumni, inves-
tors and potential candidates of 
the program, as well as individ-
uals seeking more information 
about the program.

“The new site offers a fresh 
and dynamic new design, im-
proved navigation, and more 
features and functionality, the 
website is more user-friendly 

and serves as a useful and time-
ly resource for KARL news and 
information,” said Marisa Lar-
son, vice president of the Kan-
sas program. 

In October, the program will 
also begin distributing quar-
terly e-newsletters, which will 
be available on the website as 
well, Larson said.

The program is a non-profi t 
educational organization dedi-
cated to developing leaders for 
agriculture, business and rural 
communities. 

Rural leadership
website redesigned

Simpson Farm Enterprises of Ransom, 
Great Bend, Hays and Beloit, has been named 
among the top volume sales dealers by Spra 
Coupe for the previous sales year.  

The award is given to the top three dealers 
in sales in North America.  Spra Coupe is part 

of the application division of AGCO, a manu-
facturer of agricultural equipment based in 
Duluth, Ga.  

Simpson has been a dealer for the company 
since 1982.  

Area farm dealer recognized by company

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture has issued a disaster decla-
ration for 20 additional counties in 
Kansas because of drought, exces-
sive heat and high winds.

“I am pleased Secretary Vilsack 
recognizes the growing serious-
ness of the drought in our state and 
the devastating impact it is having 
on Kansas farmers and ranchers,” 
Gov. Brownback said. 

The declaration also applies to 
19 contiguous counties. 

An agricultural disaster declara-
tion makes farm operators in both 
primary and contiguous counties 
eligible for emergency loans ad-
ministered by the Farm Service 

Agency, as well as any other aid 
that may be available through the 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Payments Program. Those in eli-
gible counties have eight months 
to apply for emergency loan as-
sistance.

Previous declaration apply to 
46 Kansas counties, including Lo-
gan, Norton, Phillips, Sheridan, 
Sherman, Thomas and Wallace 
counties. 

Kansas farmers living in the 
counties under federal declara-
tions who believe they may qual-
ify for assistance should contact 
their local Farm Service Agency 
offi ce for further information. 

Disaster list lengthens

Zap bindweed while green
Gardeners have yet to take fi eld 

bindweed as seriously as rural 
landowners do. So, the plant-
strangling, perennial vine is mak-
ing real inroads into urban land-
scapes. 

“In Kansas, bindweed is a non-
native, invasive plant and offi cial 
noxious weed, said Ward Upham, 
K-State Research and Extension 
horticulturist. “It already had de-
stroyed millions of acres of crops 
before it fi rst made its way into 
town.” 

While the weed is still actively 
growing, however, fall can be a 
good time for urban dwellers to 
start fi ghting back, Upham added. 
Then they’ll need to remain vigi-
lant for years. 

Bindweed produces an almost 
delicate-looking vine. It has heart- 
or shield-shaped leaves and small 
trumpet-like fl owers in pink or 
white.

“Until it fl owers, bindweed can 
do an amazing job of blending in. 
It can look like another lawn weed. 
It can wrap so tightly around stems 
that it seems like part of a shrub or 
perennial,” Upham said. 

Bindweed sends roots both 
down and out. Unchecked, they 
can eventually reach 30 feet long. 
Each bud on the sideways roots 
can produce a new plant or send 
out more roots. 

To curb that growth now, Up-
ham recommends unwinding 
several feet of the vine, laying 
them out fl at and spraying with a 
glyphosate herbicide (Round-up, 
Kleen-up, Killzall, etc.), follow-
ing label directions.

“This is a non-selective product, 
so choose a still day. Also protect 
nearby plants from spray drift, 
perhaps using a big piece of cor-
rugated cardboard,” he advised. 
“If you spot spray your lawn, try 
a cardboard tube.” 

Lawn-wide treatments can be 

disappointing, but better than 
nothing on established turf, Up-
ham said. The herbicides for that 
approach are dicamba (Trimec, 
Weed-B-Gon, Weed-Out, etc.) or 
– even better – quinclorac (Drive, 
Ortho Weed-B-Gon Max + Crab-
grass Control, Bayer All-in-One 
Lawn Weed and Crabgrass Kill-
er).  

“Next year, start pulling up 
emerging bindweed before it de-
velops six leaves. With six leaves, 
the plant can produce enough 
energy to start strengthening 
its roots,” he said. “If you see a 
missed vine later, pull it up, too 
– even though that won’t kill the 
plant. Each bindweed produces an 
average 550 dark-brown seeds per 
year. The seeds spread easily and 
can remain viable in the soil for 50 
years.”

Drunk on tractor charged
OHIOVILLE, Pa. (AP) – A 

western Pennsylvania man faces 
charges that he assaulted a police 
offi cer after he was arrested on 
drunken driving charges – aboard 
a lawn tractor.

Online court records don’t list 
an attorney for 44-year-old Mark 
Grove, of Ohioville, who did 
not immediately return a call for 
comment after the Beaver County 
Times (http://bit.ly/qsj0KL) re-
ported his arrest.

Police say they were responding 
to a 911 call reporting an “out of 
control male” when they encoun-

tered Grove on the tractor driv-
ing down the middle of the road 
Thursday afternoon.

Police say a coffee mug sitting 
on the tractor contained beer and 
say Grove told them, “I’m drunk. 
Just take me home.”

Instead, police arrested Grove 
and that’s when they say he kicked 
an offi cer and head-butted a parti-
tion in the squad car’s back seat.
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462-3963


