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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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THATS
STUPID!

YOURJOBISTO )
OBEY MY ORDERS, NOT
QUESTION THEM

MOST POGS
BEG FOR
Fooz..
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MY SERGEANT WANTS A PIZZA
WITH A BANANA, STRAWBERRY
AND WHIPPED CREAM TOPPING

THAT'S
sTUPID!

[ JUST HAVE A QUICK
QUESTION...
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WELL, I'M IN A HURRY!

IT'S AN UNWRITTEN RULE! EVERYONE
7, WE ASK TO HOLD, HOLDS! ..&

OCH, EXCUSE

ME, "MISTER

THINKS-HE'S-
MORE-IMPORTANT~
THAN-EVERYONE-
ELSE!" WHAT'S
YOUR QUESTION,
YOUR MAJESTY?!

www.Blondie.com

[ WAS TRYING SO HARD NOT TO BE

PUT ON HOLD, THAT ! FORGOT
WHAT MY QUESTION WAS!
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Goose and Grimm °® Mike Peters
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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[ ALL MY LIFE I WANTED
A SISTER! INSTEAD I JUST
60T ANOTHER MOM, ONE
MORE JUDGMENTAL
THAN MY REAL
ONE!

JACKIE, LISTEN...)/= I DON'T BELIEVE
/ THIS! I TELL You |LIKE RALPH, BUT 1

I'M GETTING MARRIED

LECTURE ME2! ¢ A

S FOR ME!
Q:% (

I KNOW YOU DON'T

THOUGHT YOU LOVED
ME! I THOUGHT YOU

HAPPY AND BE HAPPY

IT’S LIKE I'M ALL ALONE IN MY
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OWN FAMILY! I HAVE NO ONE

TO CONFIDE IN! NO ONE TO
CHEER ME ON! NO ONE TO...

NO ONE...NO...
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WHAT 9 | SOMETHING V HELLO,
THIS NEW I @&K POISON
STUFF, | MADE FoR °| contrRoL
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TAkég Wear
HE WANTS.

PSST... HEY KIDS, 1
WANT TO FL4?

WANT TO TR4
SOME PIXIE DUST?
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FIRST ONES
FREE.
7
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SPEAKING OF HAPPY WELL, DON‘T
NEWS, I HAVE LL YOUR MOM
UNLESS SHE
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A BOYFRIEND

HANDPICKED HIM

@H, JACKE..]

DON‘T YOU DARE)
HUG ME! WE ARE
NOWHERE NEAR
A TENDER

MOMENT YET!

OKAY, REMAIN CALM
FIRST, You'LL NEED
10 INDUCE VOMITING!

OH, T DUNNo. How
ABouT EATING SoME
MOP}EfToFU?

HOW Do I ||
D0 THAT?

A1t

1 HAD THE WEIRDEST
DREAM LAST NIGHT.
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INFACT, T MIGHT <TILL
BE HAVING MINE.
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= 4| ® Hints from
N Heloise

ecycle parts
trom refrigerator

Dear Heloise: My hint is for recycling parts of
an old REFRIGERATOR. Before the appliance is
hauled away, take out shelves, bins and any part
that can be reused. I have a door storage bin that
holds spices, and some small food holders from
the fridge are being used in a bathroom cupboard.
— Sally in Castroville, Texas

Sally, your hint is a good one, and it’s a good
time to remind my readers about large-appliance
storage, safety and removal. If you have a large
appliance you are no longer using, you have
many options:

* The delivery driver for your new appliance
should offer to haul away the old one.

e Sell or donate old appliances for charity.

* Your city should have a bulky-trash pickup
day.

The most important caution is to remove doors
on the appliance, or seal or padlock them shut!
Tragic accidents have happened! — Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:

Heloise

P.O. Box 795000

San Antonio, TX 78279-5000

Email: Heloise(at)Heloise.com

A GIFT, NONETHELESS

Dear Heloise: A recent letter from Kathy about
wedding etiquette (Heloise here: in response to
how much money to give as a wedding gift) re-
minded me of my wedding. My mother’s cousin
was a little eccentric, but he was invited anyway.
He put $4 in the envelope! My wife and I laughed
hysterically but sent him the same thank-you that
everyone else received.

We still get a laugh 30 years later every time we
tell the story. I feel sorry for Kathy’s family that
they think money is more important than having
the family together. Nothing is more important
than family. — George, via email

SUPER HINT

Dear Heloise: When I use fast-drying glue, I
use foil on the fingers I have to use to press seams
together, etc. Just wrap foil tightly on the fingers
you are using, and the glue does not stick to the
foil.

I thought this hint might be helpful to people.
I have not seen it in your column. Keep up the
good hints. — Jean in Summerfield, Fla.

Jean, this hint was tested in Heloise Central,
and it works great! — Heloise

WRAPIT UP

Dear Heloise: Here is a hint that I use to save
coupons: When I have a product I often use and
have a coupon for, I simply attach that coupon
with tape or a rubber band, depending on the
shape of the container, to the item. When the con-
tainer is empty, I remove the coupon and attach it
to the grocery list. That wayj, it is also a reminder
when it comes to checking out to include the
coupon with the item. Thanks a bunch. — Paul in
Fairfield, Ohio

THAT’S SHARP

Dear Heloise: You can sharpen household scis-
sors and shears yourself by simply cutting a piece
of sandpaper several times. I cut a narrow slice,
then another — sometimes three. Your scissors
will be noticeably sharper. — Ruth in Harrison-
burg, Va.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

Partner bids One Notrump.
What would you respond with each
of the following four hands?

1.8 Q93 ®$KQ752 ¢ A6 & 74

2.9 KQ5 ¥ AQO6 ¢ K1082 & Q93

3.4 7629 109 ¢ AK9874 & 85

4.4 J9862 9 3 ¢ 10875 & 954

Bidding Quiz

1. Two clubs. With 11 high-card points fac-
ing 15 to 17, there is no question about getting
to game. The only problem is whether the proper
contract is three notrump, four hearts or four
spades.

The best way to resolve the issue is to consult
partner by bidding two clubs (Stayman). If part-
ner responds with either major, you raise that suit
to game. If partner responds two diamonds, de-
nying a four-card major, you next jump to three
hearts, indicating a game-forcing hand with five
hearts. Partner then either raises to four hearts
if he has three-card support, or retreats to three
notrump with a doubleton heart.

2. Four notrump. This is not Blackwood, but
simply an invitational raise in notrump asking
partner to bid six notrump if he has maximum
values (17 points), or to pass with a minimum
(15 points). Opener uses his judgment (or can bid
five notrump) with 16 points. The magic number
for slam with two balanced hands is a combined
holding of 33 points.

3. Three notrump. There are no guarantees
with this bid, as you might have as little as 22
high-card points in the combined hands instead
of the 26 usually needed for game. However, you
can’t afford to bid only two notrump and risk get-
ting left at the post with a hand that will probably
yield six diamond tricks. There is also no point
in attempting to show your diamond suit at some
level. By far the best action is to take the bull by
the horns and leap to game in notrump.

4. Two spades (or two hearts if you play Jacoby
Transfers). Although you have a terrible hand, it
figures to play better at spades than at notrump.
In notrump, partner is likely to go down two or
three tricks opposite this hand. But with spades
as trump, your hand should produce anywhere
from two to four trump tricks, depending on part-
ner’s spade holding. In addition, the spades will
provide entries to take whatever finesses may be
needed.

(¢)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Family Circus °* Bil Keane
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“PJ’s feelin’ sad. | think two cookies
might cheer us up.”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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Cryptoquip
GXQHZES DFIX0 YKIQT

GTGUTFQ EFT YHSM EUIXN
TENHCD E OEFNHZXSEF CXN:

NKT ESGICM UFINKTFQ UECM.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF SIR ISAAC DEEMED
SOMETHING TOTALLY USELESS, COULD YOU
SAY IT WASN'T WORTH A FIG NEWTON?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals M

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 34 Declare  DOWN 19 Prejudice

1 Four 35 Differently 1 Solidify 20 Footnote
gts. 36 Sports 2 Past abbr.

4 One of venue 3 Sere- 21 Zilch
Holly- 37 Place nade, 22 “Gay”
wood’s 40 Admitting often city
Wilson cus- 4 Trip 23 Saharan
brothers tomers around 25 Space-

8 Back 41 Covers the craft

12 “I” strain? 42 Settee for world? compart-

13 Excep- two 5 Tarry ments
tional 46 Jason’s 6 Bungle 26 Trysting

14 Therefore ship 7 Homer’s venue

15 Affection- 47 Basin neighbor 27 Tied
ate accessory 8 Echo, 28 Detective
parrot 48 Yon for writer

17 Pano- maiden short Paretsky
rama 49 Hammer- 9 Green 30 Hairless

18 Tend a head land? 33 Cause
text part 100nin 34 War

19 Flexes 50 Say it years god

20 Smaller isn’t so 11 Joins the 36 Mimic’s
map 51 April 15 crew? forte

22 Twosome payment 16 Paradise 37 Rebuff a

24 Benefit masher

25 Biblical Solution time: 25 mins. 38 Grow
tales weary

29 Hostel 39 Advan-

30 Foe of tage
Rocky 40 Micro-
and P wave,
Bullwinkle : e.g.

31 Eggs y 42 Started

32 Reduced O] 43 Have bills
from ‘Ff ‘l’ h'l 44 “Eureka!”
AAAto  ATiTe 45 Cowboy
AA+ nickname
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