
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 7/11

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 7/08

Famous Hand
In my opinion, this is one of the most remark-

able deals ever played. 
The declarer was Helen Sobel, considered by 

many to be the greatest woman player of all time. 
She won the club lead in her hand with the ace 
and then proceeded to deduce that East had been 
dealt the doubleton A-K of spades! Accordingly, 
she led a low spade from her hand at trick two 
and eventually finished with 11 tricks.

The question is how Mrs. Sobel could tell at 
trick one that East’s A-K of spades could be driv-
en out without wasting her high spades or using 
up valuable entries to dummy for spade leads to-
ward the Q-J.

When the logic of her low spade play at trick 
two is examined, it is found to be eminently 
sound. Since only 14 high-card points were miss-
ing, East had to have the A-K of spades and king 
of hearts for his opening bid.

Next, it was also reasonable to suppose that 
West did not have two hearts, or he surely would 
have led his partner’s suit in preference to his 
own, which was at best 10-x-x-x. Therefore, West 
had either a singleton heart or a void! 

But West could not be void. If he were, he 
would have a five-card suit, in which case he pre-
sumably would have led that suit in preference 
to a four-card suit (as indicated by West’s deuce 
lead). Hence, West had precisely one heart. The 
inevitable consequence of this conclusion was 
that West’s distribution was 4-4-4-1.

Since West was thus marked with four spades, 
it followed that East had exactly two. This in 
turn meant that East had the doubleton A-K if his 
opening bid was to be believed.

To cross to dummy with a club or a diamond 
– which would either cost a trick or use up dum-
my’s last entry – was therefore pointless. So Mrs. 
Sobel led a low spade at trick two and wound up 
making more tricks on the deal than anyone else.

  (c)2011 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: I have been getting more 
and more fed up with this guy at work. He does a 
decent job, but around the watercooler, he is the 
worst – the stuff he spews out is incredible. He 
has every conspiracy theory on the Internet in his 
repertoire. I am dying to tell him all about him-
self. But it is the workplace – I don’t want to risk 
hurting my standing in the office. What would 
you think of me telling him off privately? – S.W.

Dear S.W.: Unless you are this person’s super-
visor and he is causing disruption in the office, 
you don’t have any business reason to interfere. 
There probably are people who agree with him, 
or he would have stopped spewing long ago. 
When you start taking politics and cultural prob-
lems into the workplace, it can have a disruptive 
effect. Your straightening him out could muck up 
relationships that are always a delicate part of the 
corporate culture, and once that happens, work 
tends to suffer. And as you said, you can’t afford 
to mess with your own standing in the office.

So, what to do? This guy gets under your skin. 
Perhaps you can find a like-minded colleague and 
vent to each other over lunch or at happy hour. 
There is no point in trying to educate or change 
someone like him, and to do so would only add to 
your frustration and might provoke a confronta-
tion. So, the obvious course of action would be to 
skip the water-cooler sessions and try to separate 
from this individual at break time. Out of sight, 
out of mind – you can hope.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have been a member of 
the middle class my whole life. I grew up with 
two brothers and a mom and dad who were fairly 
well off. I never had to do without, and some 
might say I was spoiled. Anyway, I am dating a 
guy who hates the wealthy, rich or any kind of 
person better off than he is. Well, that describes 
my family. I never know what to say when he 
rails against people with money. He’s had a good 
ride with us, so what gives? – M.K.

Dear M.K.: To those who have never suffered 
deprivation and have grown up in the typical sub-
urban scenario, it must be hard to imagine what 
all the fuss is about. Class warfare is a strange 
idea when you are fortunate. But obviously your 
friend comes from another place. They say op-
posites attract, but in the end often differences in 
experience drive people apart. That seems to be 
what is happening in your relationship. Neither 
can put yourself in the same class with the other.

When your boyfriend rails against the rich, I’m 
sure he isn’t including your family. He may not 
even think of you as being in that category. But 
if you are flaunting your wealth or careless with 
money, he may have a view of the way you live 
that doesn’t jibe with his experience. On the other 
hand, he could simply be envious and frustrated. 
So if you want to continue a relationship, try to 
find out more about where he is coming from. An 
honest discussion should clear the air.

(c) 2011 by King Features Syndicate
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