
National Weather Service
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with 

a low around 52. Northeast 
wind around 10 mph becoming 
southeast. 

Saturday: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms after 1 p.m. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 82. Breezy, with 
a south wind between 10 and 20 
mph, with gusts as high as 30 
mph. 

Saturday Night: A 50 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 62. Breezy, with an east 
wind 20 to 25 mph decreasing to 
between 5 and 10 mph. Winds 
could gust as high as 30 mph.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance 
of showers and thunderstorms 
after 1 p.m. Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 87. East wind between 
5 and 10 mph. 

Sunday Night: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms before 1 a.m. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 61. 

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 84. 

Monday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 60. 

Tuesday: A 20 percent 
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 87. 

Tuesday Night: A 30 percent 
chance of showers and thunder-
storms. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 60. 

Wednesday: Sunny, with a 
high near 83. 

Wednesday Night: Mostly 
clear, with a low around 60. 

Thursday: Sunny, with a high 
near 87.

Thursday: High, 69; Low 49
Precip: Thursday 0.None
 Month: 0.12 inches
 Year:   5.32 inches
 Normal:  9.84 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)

Sunrise and Sunset
Saturday 6:17 a.m. 9:11 p.m.
Sunday 6:17 a.m. 9:11 p.m.
Monday 6:17 a.m. 9:12 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Colby Water Use 
Thursday 2,569,000 gal.

(Colby Public Works)
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Weather
Corner

Monday Evening June 13, 2011
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC The Bachelorette Extreme Makeover Local Nightline Jimmy Kimmel Live

KBSL/CBS How I Met How I Met Two Men Mike Hawaii Five-0 Local Late Show Letterman Late

KSNK/NBC Stanley Cup Local Tonight Show w/Leno Late

KSAS/FOX MasterChef House Local

Cable Channels
A & E Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds Criminal Minds

AMC A Few Good Men A Few Good Men

ANIM Whale Wars Whale Wars River Monsters Whale Wars Whale Wars

BRAVO Housewives/OC Housewives/OC Platinum Hit Housewives/NJ Platinum Hit

CMT Dale Cribs The Dukes of Hazzard Smarter Smarter

CNN In the Arena Piers Morgan Tonight Anderson Cooper 360 Piers Morgan Tonight

COMEDY Joe Dirt Sunny Sunny Sunny Sunny Daily Colbert Entourage Entourage

DISC Brothers Brothers Brothers Brothers Brothers Brothers Brothers Brothers Brothers Brothers

DISN Good Luck Shake It Little Manhattan Deck Deck Hannah Hannah

E! Sex and t Sex/City Ice-Coco Kardas Khloe Khloe Chelsea E! News Chelsea

ESPN MLB Baseball Baseball Tonight SportsCenter Baseball NFL Live

ESPN2 College Baseball SportsCenter Nation Nation NASCAR Now

FAM Secret-Teen Switched at Birth Secret-Teen The 700 Club Whose? Whose?

FOOD Unwrapped Candy Diners Diners Meat The Best Challenge Diners Diners

FX 27 Dresses 27 Dresses

HGTV My Yard House H. HGTV'd House Hunters Hunters House House H. HGTV'd House

HIST Pawn Pawn American Pickers Pawn Pawn Ice Road Truckers Pawn Pawn

LIFE Carnal Innocence Vanished, Beth How I Met How I Met Chris Chris

MTV Teen Wolf Teen Wolf Teen Wolf Teen Wolf 16 and Pregnant

NICK My Wife My Wife Chris Chris Lopez Lopez '70s Show '70s Show The Nanny The Nanny

SCI The Devil's Advocate Sanctuary Star Trek: Next Sanctuary

SPIKE Jail Jail Swordfish Jail Ways Die Ways Die

TBS Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Conan Lopez Tonight

TCM David Copperfield Lloyd's of London Captains

TLC Cake Boss Cake Boss Cake Boss Cake Boss Kate Kate Cake Boss Cake Boss Cake Boss Cake Boss

TNT Law & Order Law & Order The Closer Rizzoli & Isles Men of a Certain Age

TOON Adventure MAD King/Hill King/Hill Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen

TRAV Off Limits Off Limits No Reservation No Reservation Off Limits

TV LAND AllFamily AllFamily Cleveland Cleveland Cleveland Cleveland The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny The Nanny

USA WWE Monday Night RAW Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU

VH1 Basketball Wives Single Ladies Basketball Wives Single Ladies Basketball Wives

WGN Chris Chris Funniest Home Videos WGN News at Nine Scrubs Scrubs South Pk South Pk

Premium Channels
HBO Real Time/Bill Maher Matter of Taste: Serving Sex and the City 2

MAX Edge of Darkness Devil Lingerie

SHOW Valkyrie Weeds The Big C Nurse Tara Nurse Tara The Real L Word
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 Request a home loan application 
 Lock in a fixed interest rate 
 Lower your monthly payment by refinancing your home loan 
 Purchase your dream home 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      

MORTGAGE INTEREST RATES ARE AS LOW AS 
3.75% (3.809% APR)* ON 15 YEAR LOANS AND 
4.50% (4.534% APR)* ON 30 YEAR LOANS 
This is an excellent time to –  
 

 

Your only Colby chartered bank 
Serving Colby & Northwest Kansas 
Since 1887 
, 

Jacque Golemboski 
Mortgage Loan 

Officer 
(785) 460-3321 or 

(866) 460-3321 
(Toll Free) 

 
 

Equal Housing Lender, Member FDIC  

240 W. 4th Street, Colby, KS 

*Rates shown assume –  
 Excellent Credit 
 Conventional Loan, 80% Loan to Value 
 Single Family Primary Residence 

 

*Rates may change without notice subject to market conditions. APR based on a loan of $100,000, 
actual fees may vary.  Mortgage products are subject to change and availability. The actual mortgage 
product you qualify for will depend upon the verification of the value of your home, your credit score 
and other considerations. 

240 W. 4th Street, Colby, KS

 

 

 

 

Current Grants Available: 
Applications due June 30, 2011 
 

 $300 available for general public health from the 
Pierre C. Henry Foundation General Public Health 
Fund and the Seele Foundation Fund 

  $2,260 available for drug and alcohol use prevention 
from the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Education Fund  

 $200 available for a project concerning Thomas 
County youth from the TCCF Endowed Youth Fund 
and KHF Children’s Fund 

 $200 available for beautification projects from the 
Weideman Beautification Fund 

 $150 available for youth outdoor skills projects from 
the Directors Fund from Pheasants Forever 

 $190 available for general community needs from the 
Director’s Fund, Jennings Family Fund and Ziegler 
Family Fund 

For more information visit our website at 
www.thomascountycommunityfoundation.com 

“Forever Betterment” 

              350 S. Range Suite 14   Colby, KS  67701            (785) 460-9152 

fewer shows this year. Those remaining shows will 
be held in central locations while some of the outly-
ing communities will have to do without, she said, 
because of the cost, technical requirements and poor 
attendance at some past shows.

The association isn’t the only area organization to 
get grant money from the commission. The Kansas 
Music Teachers Association got $4,284 for opera-
tional support in Thomas County last year. Sue Tay-
lor, director of the Prairie Museum of Art and His-
tory, said the museum has also gotten some grants 
from the commission over the years, including one 
where local citizens harvested vegetables while art-
ists painted the scene. The museum also got a grant 
for a landscape architect to do a site plan.

“We used it, but we didn’t rely on it,” she said.
The commission awarded $7,256 in grants to De-

catur County and $6,930 to Sherman County last 
year.

The arts budget veto came at the end of a legisla-
tive session fi lled with budget cuts, but the arts com-
mission funding was one item the legislature wanted 
to keep. Brownback had initially issued an executive 
reorganization order to close the commission – one 
of several he issued to eliminate or consolidate state 
agencies. The Senate voted to reject that order earlier 
in the session, the only one of seven orders rejected, 
but once the fi nal budget was submitted, the gover-
nor made several line-item vetoes, including the arts 
commission.

Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer said he suspected Brown-
back was going to make the veto.

“I didn’t see him bluffi ng,” he said.
The governor called the veto a cost-saving mea-

sure, but Ostmeyer said the $689,000 set aside for the 
arts wasn’t much compared to other budget items.

“That’s not even a rounding error with some of the 
funding we throw around here,” he said.

On June 1, the day usually reserved for a short 
closing ceremony, the House took a vote to override 
the veto. State Rep. Rick Billinger voted to override, 
saying state and federal support for the arts is more 
important in western Kansas than in eastern Kansas 
where there are more private donors.

The override needed 84 out of 125 to get the need-
ed two thirds majority. However, Billinger said only 
94 House members had remained in Topeka for the 
formal adjournment ceremony last Wednesday.

“The chances were slim to none,” he said.
Billinger said the vote was more symbolic in na-

ture.
“It was an opportunity to say we believe the arts 

are important,” he said.
Since the override did not pass the House, the 

measure never reached the Senate, Ostmeyer said.
Billinger said he got more e-mails on the arts com-

mission than any other issue in the legislative ses-
sion. He said he heard from supporters and oppo-
nents of the arts commission, including many who 
said the Legislature should look at everything when 
deciding where to cut.

team, call Irene Hartwell at 443-
0974.

After the team lap, the main 
relay will start. Each team will 
have one member walking 
around the Dennen Field track 
until the closing ceremony at 6 
a.m. Saturday.

During the night there will 
be entertainment by DJ Wayne 
Williams, the Colby Dance 
Team and Reed – a band con-
sisting of Logan Barnes, Steven 

Kerksiek, Blake McNinch and 
Austin and Bryan Scheideman. 
There will be a silent auction 
from 5:30 to 10:30 p.m. and a 
live auction from 7:40 to 8:10 
p.m. 

At 9:15 p.m. there will be a 
luminary service. Luminar-
ies, decorated paper bags with 
a candle inside, are also still 
available at $10 each by calling 
Hartwell at 443-0974.

The event will end with a 
goodbye and thank you at 7 
a.m. Saturday.

live in a very small house, the pain 
on people’s faces is exactly the 
same,” he said late Thursday. “Our 
hearts go out to those folks.”

Authorities suspect the 386,000-
acre fi re was sparked by a camp-
fi re. It is the second-largest wild-
fi re in state history.

Smoke from the burn operations 
puffed shades of black and gray in 
the hills above the town of Eagar 
as grass singed and trees lit up or-
ange. Crews were trying to keep 
the fl ames from hooking around 
and making a run for Eagar and 
nearby Springerville, which have 
been evacuated.

It wasn’t clear when residents 
would be allowed to return to 
Greer and the handful of other 
communities in the mountain for-
est areas of eastern Arizona. 

About 2,700 mountain commu-
nity residents and 7,000 in Eagar 
and Springerville on the edge of 
the Apache-Sitgreaves National 
Forest have fl ed the fl ames.

Thursday was the fi rst day that 
fi refi ghters had favorable weather 
conditions and mild winds also 
were forecast Friday, before the 
return of gustier breezes Saturday.

“(Friday) is a window to get 
stuff done so we’re going to be 
hitting it pretty hard today,” fi re 
information offi cer Suzanne Flory 
said Friday.

Crews remained in the Greer 
area, where the fi re was active, and 
built containment lines across the 
border in western New Mexico. 
The fl ames had yet to reach that 
state, but residents of the town of 
Luna were preparing to evacuate.

New Mexico Gov. Susana Mar-
tinez was scheduled to visit the 
area Friday to discuss fi re prepara-
tions. A day ago, Arizona Gov. Jan 
Brewer fl ew over burned areas in 
her state and met with evacuated 
residents in Lakeside.

The fi re has rekindling the blame 
game surrounding ponderosa pine 
forests that have become danger-
ously overgrown after a century of 
fi re suppression.

Some critics put the responsibil-
ity on environmentalists for law-
suits that have cut back on log-
ging. Others blame overzealous 
fi refi ghters for altering the natural 

cycle of lightning-sparked fi res 
that once cleared the forest fl oor.

Either way, forests across the 
West that once had 50 trees per 
acre now have hundreds, some-
times thousands, and much of the 
landscape is choked with tinder-
dry brush.

The density of the growth has 
fueled immense confl agrations in 
recent years, like now burning in 
the Apache-Sitgreaves National 
Forest.

In the past, a 30-square-mile 
fi re was considered huge. “And it 
used to be the loggers got right on 
it. Never in the past have you had 
these huge fi res.”

Today, it’s not uncommon for 
fi res to exceed 150 square miles.

An extremely dry late winter 
and spring contributed to the fi re 
conditions, drying out the forest 
and allowing fi erce winds to carry 
the fl ames into the treetops, where 
they spread by miles each day.

Many in Arizona blame the le-
gal battles that have erupted over 
old-growth logging that threat-
ened endangered species such as 
the Mexican spotted owl. Since 
those disputes prevented regular 
logging that would have thinned 
the number of trees, the forests 
became overgrown, they say.

Environmentalists insist that 
theory is just a scare tactic.

“That’s just wrong, fl at-out 
wrong,” said Bryan Bird of 
WildEarth Guardians, which has 
been involved in some of the 
lawsuits. “These people are mis-
informed or they’re intentionally 
trying to scare people in a time 
that they’re already terrifi ed. It’s 
pure politics.”

Experts such as professor Wally 
Covington of Northern Arizona 
University, who has studied West-
ern forests for decades, say the 
problems have been building for 
decades, and blaming lawsuits 
ignores those facts. Nearly half 
a million square miles of ponde-
rosa and conifer forests are at risk 
across the West, he said.

Historically, those forests were 
relatively thin, with grass and 
wildfl owers growing beneath the 
canopy. Every two to 10 years, a 
fi re would move through and burn 
out the undergrowth and small 
trees.

As the region was settled in 
the 1880s, cattle were brought in 
to feast on the grass, which lim-
ited fi res and let small trees ma-
ture. Early foresters liked that, 
because they wanted the forest 
fully stocked with trees. And they 
began putting out fi res early in the 
1900s to help the trees grow, Cov-
ington said.

As the forest got thicker, fi res got 
harder to fi ght, and the U.S. Forest 
Service hired thousands of men to 
battle the fl ames. Small fi res that 
reached into the treetops were fi rst 
seen in Arizona in the 1940s. Over 
the following decades, the typical 
treetop fi re went from a few acres 
to a few thousand to more than 
10,000 by the 1990s.

Then early in the 2000s, huge 
confl agrations emerged that turned 
hundreds of thousands of acres to 
ash.

Sen. Jon Kyl, an Arizona Re-
publican, says environmental 
lawsuits have put the nation’s for-
ests at risk. And in places where 
the Apache-Sitgreaves forest had 
been thinned, he said, crews were 
better able to control the fi re.

“So it does work,” said Kyl, 
who has a cabin in Greer. “And we 
haven’t been able to do as much of 
it as we would like.”

The Forest Service has acknowl-
edged the problem, setting up nine 
restoration projects across the 
West designed to let private indus-
try thin small trees. In Arizona, the 
Four Forests Initiative is expected 
to help clear about 50 square miles 
a year and use the discarded brush 
for construction material. But the 
plan isn’t off the ground yet, an-
gering some, including Allen.

Area to see effects of arts cut Spots still open
in Relay for Life

Slowing wind helps Arizona firefighters

Kansas governor seeks
new disaster declaration

TOPEKA (AP) – Kansas Gov. 
Sam Brownback has asked the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
to declare a drought disaster in an 
additional 25 counties.

Brownback made his request 
Friday, his second to the USDA in 
seven weeks. The federal agency 
declared a disaster in 21 counties 
last month. The governor’s latest 
request covers the Wichita met-
ropolitan area and south-central 
Kansas.

Kansas Water Offi ce Director 

Tracey Streeter said while many 
areas of the state have seen re-
cent precipitation, benefi cial rains 
have been isolated or absent in the 
counties covered by the declara-
tion. 

The counties in the new decla-
ration are Barber, Barton, Butler, 
Clark, Comanche, Cowley, Ed-
wards, Ellis, Ford, Graham, Gray, 
Harper, Harvey, Hodgeman, King-
man, Lincoln, Norton, Phillips, 
Reno, Rice, Russell, Sedgwick, 
Stafford, Sumner and Trego.

Drunk cyclist
crashes bike
into police car

PHILADELPHIA (AP) – Police 
say a woman cyclist is facing a 
drunken-driving charge after strik-
ing a police cruiser with its lights 
and sirens on.

City police say the woman was 
later treated for minor injuries.

Authorities say the offi cer was 
responding to a downtown emer-
gency when the crash occurred at 
about 2 a.m. May 29.

The woman’s name and age 
were not immediately released.
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