1 TNEEE

®

| I | [ [

Colby Free Press Thursday, June 2, 2011

Tornado Safety’

HOW TO SURVIVE A TORNADO

Severe Weather Alertson NOAARadio

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration broadcasts National Weather Service warnings, watches, forecasts and other haz-
ard information 24 hours a day. These radios may be purchased from most any electronics store. Tune to 162.400 MHz in Northwest Kansas.
The hearing and visually impaired can get these warnings in other ways. People may listen to their favorite AM/FM radio station or TV
station KLOE is 730 am, KKCI 102.5 fm and KWGB 97.9 fm. In Colby, listen to KXXX 790 am or The Ride 100.3 fm.

Be Alert for Warning Signs

Each year about a thousand
tornadoes touch down in the US.
Only a small percentage actually
strike occupied buildings, but ev-
ery year a number of people are
killed or injured. The chances
that a tornado will strike a build-
ing that you are in are very small,
however, and you can greatly re-
duce the chance of injury by doing
a few simple things.

One of the most important things
you can do to prevent being in-
jured in a tornado is to be ALERT
to the onset of severe weather.
Most deaths and injuries happen
to people who are unaware and
uninformed. Young children or the
mentally challenged may not rec-
ognize a dangerous situation. The
ill, elderly, or invalid may not be
able to reach shelter in time.

Getyourself and your family to safety!

The House

*Thesafestplaceinthehomeisthe
basement and the safest place in the
basementisinacorner.Ifnocorneris
available,an outside wall is the next
bestlocation.

* One basic rule that should be
followedisto AVOID WINDOWS.
Flying debris can kill, especially
broken glass.

e For added protection, get under
something strong, such as a work-
bench or heavy table. If possible,
cover your body with a blanket or
sleepingbag.Protectyourhead with
anything thatisavailable.

* Another safe place in the base-
ment is underneath the basement
stairway. Stairways are structurally
sound and usually a safe place to
be, especially if they are along an
inside wall. No matter where you
seek shelter, avoidbeingunderneath
heavy objects such as refrigerators,
washing machines, or pianos.

Ifyoudon’thave abasement, try
to make a deal with a neighbor who
has one. If you are caught in your
house without time to go to a base-
ment get under something heavy
and cover yourself. A hallway or
interiorroom without windows may
keep you safe from flying debris.
Rememberto grabablanketoreven
amattress to hide underneath.

If you don’t regularly watch or
listen to the weather report, but
strange clouds start moving in and
the weather begins to look stormy,
turn to the local radio or television
station to get the weather fore-
cast.

Check The Weather Channel for
additional information, or if you
have trouble getting up-to-the-
minute forecasts on a regular ra-
dio, then a “NOAA weather radio”
is a wise investment.

If a tornado “watch” is issued
for your area, it means that a tor-
nado is “possible.”

If atornado “warning” is issued,
it means that a tornado has actu-
ally been spotted, or is strongly
indicated on radar, and it is time to
2o to a safe shelter immediately.

Be alert to what is happening

Outdoors

e If you are trapped outside get as
low as possible. Remember, your
best chance for survival is to get
away from thekilling winds. Donot
stand up and watch the tornado.

e Seek shelter in a ditch, gully, or
culvert. Even just a low spot in the
ground is going to give you some
protection. Beaware of rising water
and flooding.

* Do not get into a grove of trees.
Remember to protect your head.

Long Span Buildings

* Long span buildings are espe-
cially dangerous because the entire
roof structure is usually supported
solely by the outside walls. When
the tornado approaches, the strong
winds knock out the supports and
the roof collapses. Some examples

outside as well. Here are some
of the things that people describe
when they tell about a tornado ex-
perience:

* A sickly greenish or greenish-
black color to the sky.

o If there is a watch or warning
posted, then the fall of hail should
be considered as a real danger
sign. Hail can be common in some
areas, however, and usually has no
tornadic activity along with it.

* A strange quiet that occurs
within or shortly after the thun-
derstorm.

* Clouds moving by very fast,
especially in a rotating pattern or
converging toward one area of the
sky.

* A sound a little like a waterfall
or rushing air at first, but turning
into a roar as it comes closer.

e Debris dropping from the sky.

e An obvious “funnel-shaped”
cloud that is rotating, or debris
such as branches or leaves being
pulled upwards, even if no funnel
cloud is visible.

If you see a tornado and it is not
moving to the right or to the left
relative to trees or power poles
in the distance, it may be mov-
ing towards you. Remember that
although tornadoes usually move
from southwest to northeast, they
can also move towards the east,
the southeast, the north, and even
northwest.

Encourage your family mem-
bers to plan for their own safety
in many different locations. It is
important to make decisions about
the safest places well BEFORE
you ever have to go to them.

of these types of buildings are: civic
centers,arenas,memorial buildings,
theaters, shopping centers, grocery
stores, swimming pools and gym-
nasiums.

Motor Vehicles

e The least desirable place to
be during a tornado is in a motor
vehicle. Cars, buses and trucks
easily become flying missiles in a
tornado.

* Never try to outrun atornado.

* Stop your vehicle and get out.
Seek shelter. Try to get into some-
one’s basement. Do not get under
or next to your vehicle; it may roll
overonyou.

Mobile Homes

*Duringatornado,oneoftheleast
desirable places to be is in a mobile
home. The winds knock the home

from its foundation, rolling it along
the ground and breaking it apart.
If you are in a mobile home when
a tornado approaches, seek other
shelter immediately. As last resort,
get inside the bathtub and place a
mattressover yourhead .

* Seek shelter on foot if possible.
DONOTDRIVE YOUR CAR! Do
not getunder amobile home.

ePlanaheadifyouliveinamobile
home. Make arrangements with
neighbors that have basements.
Whenthe weatherlooksthreatening,
go there. Encourage your mobile
home group to develop its own
shelter.

Local help is available if you are
injured in severe weather, or your
home is damaged. Trust these local
businesses to help you.

Pramrie LanD
INSUR,ANCE

JIM McLAUGHLIN, Agent

318 Main Street (7
Brewster, KS 67732

85) 694-2501, Phone
(785) 694-2503, Fax
prairie@st-tel.net

\"

Walmart

Save money. Live better.

115 W. Willow - Colby, KS
785-462-8634

AB.CD. ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

545 W. 8th St.

Colby, KS 67701

Fax: 785-460-1885
abcdroofing@gmail.com

Adam Bowers

Owner/Operator
785-462-0438

“NOTHING TO IT BUT TO DO IT”

1170 S. Country Club Drive, Colby, KS
462-2100

1065 S. Range
785-462-3305

FaM

INSURANCE STORE

990 S. Range * 462-6779

Darvin Strutt, CIC
Stanley Edmundson, LUTCF

Serving the community since 1924.

FARM CREDIT
*” OF WESTERN KANSAS

1190 S. Range Ave.
Colby, KS

1-800-657-6048
(785) 462-6714
www.fewk.com

Van’s
Body & Frame
785-460-3841

730 S. Range Ave
Colby, KS 67701
goodguys@st-tel.net

JOHN C. TWEED
AGENCY

“Your Multi-Peril
Insurance Specialist”

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

David L. Browne, Il

550 N. Franklin Ave., Colby
(785) 462-3388

Registered Representative * EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC
5400 University Avenue, west Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904

135 W. 6th  Colby
785-462-7366

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory
call Andrea or Kathryn today at 462-3963.
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We make insurance =

premium for simplified bill paying

policy for your home, vehicles and other possessions

deductible for all covered possessions damaged in a single occurrence
company with a reputation of honesty and fair-dealing

agent to handle it all for you

[ B

David Browne il
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS
(785) 462-3388

r- FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES
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Insurance « Investments

www.fbfs.com

Auto | Home | Life | Business | College | Retirement

Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Farm Bureau Property & Casua\w nsurance Company

Western Agricultural Insurance Company'*, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Mnmes |A. “Affiliates.
*Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2010 FBL Financial Group, Inc. MCO11 (5-10)

NEW SYSTEM

M

adow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Golf seaso

Restaura

Prime Rib, S

Monday -

is here. Come join in the
fun at our new low season prices!

Meadowlake Golf Course, Restaurant and Lounge are
public facilities, not private - everyone welcome.

t and Lounge are open

Saturday

lad Bar and Desert Special
Saturday night

SMeroow [ake

OURSE & RESTAURANT

1085 E Golf Club Rd. * Colby, KS

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
7/ (800) 611-6735 \

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

il - .

ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

425 East Hill, Colby, KS
RESIDENTIAL 785-462-6642 COMMERCIAL
Heritage Shingles EPDM Rubber

Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems
Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems
Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

TH

MAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Representing many companies to * For great coverage
provide all your insurance needs:

and customer

e Farm and Crop Insurance

¢ Inland Marine, Builders Risk

e Auto Service Shops

¢ Body Shop and Collision Repair
e Contractors

¢ Restaurants

e Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

Ph: 785-462-3939 .
dtubbs@thomascountyins.com

e Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

e Commercial Property, Automobiles
e General Liability, Workers Compensation

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 - 490 N. Franklin

service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Fax: 785-462-3752

Bankruptcy Questions?
Call Toll Free (800) 864-4619

GLASSMM
_TBIRD
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200 W 13th - Hays, KS

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file
for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code.

« www.thomascountyins.com

NEED EXTRA MONEY?

Be a Newspaper Carrier!

“Callusor
 Stophy! ,
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155 W. Sth Street * 785.462.3963
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