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Dear Dr. Brothers: My uncle was always ec-
centric. He was a jazz musician and lived like
there was no tomorrow, so it’s no surprise he died
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“Mommy, guess who’s up and had
a very good night’s sleep.”

his will. T cannot afford to fly to New Orleans to
scatter his ashes, but I want to honor his memory.
Help me put him to rest. — S.V.

Dear S.V.: It is kind of you to want to live up
to your uncle’s last wishes and scatter his ashes in
his beloved New Orleans in spite of the fact that
it’s a hardship to you. I hope you were consulted
about being his executor, as it requires respon-
sibility as well as the capability to carry it out.
If your uncle left any estate you can reimburse
yourself for expenses in carrying out instructions.
But it sounds like he would understand if you en-
countered a couple of detours on the road.
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would be little harm in planning a trip to New
Orleans later, when you are able and feel you will
do the best job of honoring your uncle. Perhaps he
has a circle of friends who could get together for
a toast, jam session or memorial service. No one
is judging you and it sounds as though you have a
good handle on your uncle’s character. Just focus
on your fond memories and let the timetable be
flexible. He’d be fine with that.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I can’t believe I spent thou-
sands of dollars to send my son to college, only to
have him back in the same room he grew up in!
He’s tried to get a job and wasn’t keen on moving
back in. But now it’s uncomfortable. We’re hav-
ing the same arguments we had when he was a
teen. I want to be supportive, but don’t want him
slacking off. Is there a balance? — G.S.

Dear G.S.: Your family is far from alone.
And until the economy recovers — which could
take years — more college grads will be heading
back to mom and dad’s basement. According to
a study, at least one in eight students are in their
childhood home while they look for that job. And
in any family where there is an imbalance of
power, there are stressors. While you don’t want
to treat your son as a teen, it’s hard to think of
him as a responsible adult when he hasn’t left the
nest. You need to reach an understanding in order
to let your family mature and adapt.

Encourage your son to get a part-time job
while he is searching. If you are able to support
him, asking him to find something to do, even if
it is volunteering, will make him feel competent
and worthwhile. And he might make enough for
food and gas. He should do something for which
he has passion, and give it a chance to work into a
“real” job. Establish household rules and routines
together. The less discussion about every sock on
the floor, the better.
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: STREAM AT WHICH
REVERED HINDU TEACHERS CONGREGATE AND
DISCUSS ESOTERIC MATTERS: SWAMI RIVER.
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West was already down 500, South gave the mat-
ter very serious thought. North had returned the
seven of diamonds at trick three, apparently his
highest one, thus marking declarer with at least
one more diamond.

But South was still in doubt. He had a strong
feeling that he should play the club king first. Fi-
nally, he turned to East and said: “Please — what
system are you two playing?”

South’s partner immediately interrupted and
said: “Why do you ask such a question? Don’t
tell me you want to learn this system!”

West went down four — 1,100.
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. North led the ace of diamonds, South signaling green 53 Journey
” for a continuation with the nine. North stewed for type segment
a while and eventually decided to play the ace of [t [2 |3 4 5 16 [7 |8 9 [10 [11
i clubs. Again South signaled with the nine. North > 5 ”
“ £ then had to decide whether to lead a diamond or
8 a club. He finally led a diamond, won by South [i5 17
: 15 with the queen.
z It was now South’s turn to cogitate. Although
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