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enoy likes
to shock people

Dear Dr. Brothers: My 17-year-old loves to
up the ante. He thrives on controversy — wearing
T-shirts with slogans he says represent his right
to freedom of expression. He started a politi-
cally conscious band he says is going to change
the world. Now he is wearing eyeliner at school.
I don’t know what his sexual preference is, and
I’m not worried about it; it’s just all this abrasive
behavior that concerns me and his father. — H.D.
Dear H.D.: It’s wonderful the way nature
throws things into the mix and comes out with
families that don’t always meld together. Your
son sounds like someone who should be the off-
spring of radicals who push the envelope. But
that doesn’t seem to be the case! Sometimes kids
of quiet, neutral parents shock them just to get a
rise out of them. Or if parents are extremely con-
servative, kids do things just to rebel. Your son’s
behavior may have little to do with you, and more 1
to do with formulating himself — not an entirely
unknown pastime for high-school-age boys.

Whatever the cause, your job is to make sure he
sets boundaries that result in positive things hap-
pening. He needs to know the consequences for
breaking laws, alienating school officials or other
negative outcomes aren’t worth it. He’s develop-
ing his own persona as he enters adulthood, and
letting him try his wings can be a good parenting
idea. Rather than worrying, help guide him to the
people and places that will nurture his creative
side, his politics and his lifestyle choices? Your
son sounds like someone who loves life and isn’t
afraid to live it — there’s a lot to be said for that.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I was speechless when 1
saw my brother spank his 4-year-old son. I felt I
should have done something, but was wrestling
with whether it was right to interfere. I talked to
his wife later to ask if everything is OK, and she
told me my brother has been depressed recently.
She suggested he seek counseling, but he doesn’t
want to hear it. Our parents never spanked us as
children. What’s can I do? — J.W.

Dear J.W: There are two problems here your
brother’s wife and you can help with. If your
brother is depressed and it affects his relationship
with his child, he should seek help. If he doesn’t
want to go to counseling, it’s helpful for his fam-
ily to be there for him, and you can suggest he
see his primary physician. As far as the spank-
ing goes, it is not surprising, in light of a survey
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“My mouth feels like it wants
something bubbly to drink.”
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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cent of depressed men had spanked toddlers, as
opposed to 13 percent without depression.
Spanking continues to be controversial, with
many parents saying kids occasionally need a
swat and that’s OK. Others opt for timeouts or
other non-physical punishments, and the jury is
still out on whether spanking can leave psycho-
logical scars. But to err on the side of caution,
it’s a great idea for you and your sister-in-law to
make sure your depressed brother doesn’t go off
the deep end. Depressed people tend to have less
tolerance for frustration, so help out with some
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A THRIFTY PERSON
TENDS TO NEVER OVERSPEND, WOULD YOU
CALL THAT WALLET-Y CONTROL?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals E
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of diamonds, again choosing the best line of de-
fense.

South won with the ace and led the king of [15
hearts. Once again, realizing what might happen
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lent play by dropping his queen under the king 24 |25

§ in order to avoid later being thrown back on lead

H with a trump. 26 |27 |28 30

g When East showed out, it was not difficult for |37

N declarer to diagnose the reason for West’s ex-
traordinary play of the trump queen. So South |3
cashed his king of diamonds and then exited with [37
the deuce of hearts!

West had to win the trick with the three and 40 42 143 |44

had no choice but to return a spade or a club. This [45 |46
allowed South to dispose of his three diamond
losers on dummy’s high cards, so he made five 50
hearts doubled. 53
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