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Dr. Joyce
Brothers

| ® Ask
Dr. Brothers

b
wont go to camp

Dear Dr. Brothers: 1 have a large extended
family, and it has been tradition for us to go to
a wonderful old camp. We have always sent kids
when they were 8, but now, one of the cousins is
refusing to go. That would be my daughter. She
says it is “scary.” She has visited the camp since
she was small and knows everyone else is going.
I know she will enjoy it. Should I not listen to her
and sign her up with the rest of the kids? — C.G.

Dear C.G.: Family traditions can be wonder-
ful ways of passing meaningful experiences to
younger members of the clan. It’s easy to get
caught up in the continuity of things that “every-
one” “always” does and be secure in the knowl-
edge the whole family will have great memories
to share and pass down. But in carrying out tra-
ditions, we sometimes forget the kids are indi-
viduals who may be marching to the beat of a dif-
ferent drummer. Your daughter may be perfectly
fine with going to the camp, just not yet.

Eight years old may be too young for her to
separate from you. She probably has enjoyed see-
ing the camp, but when she visits, she may be
thinking she’s glad she doesn’t have to go there
and leave her mom and dad. She may need time to
adjust to being away from home. So maybe you
could send her to a day camp this summer and let
her have sleep-overs with friends. She probably
has plenty of kids to hang out with around home,
and by next year she may be eagerly awaiting
sleepaway camp. So try having some patience.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have been anxious since
my daughter was a little kid, worrying about her
popularity. You see, I was a loner as a child. I
wasn’t bullied or anything like that, but had few
friends. I have been making sure my daugh-
ter is surrounded by kids and made her room a
fun place and invited children over. How can I
get them to invite her back? She is only 6, but I
would like her to be more popular. She’s on the
quiet side, like I was. — V.S.

Dear V.S.: You might not realize it, but you still
seem anxious. It appears that just thinking about
your childhood sets you off — and the feelings at-
tached to being a loner are just under the surface.
The more your child reminds you of yourself, the
more anxious you become. It is obvious you are
a sensitive person who feels your daughter’s ex-
perience as though it were happening to you. So
it might be good to be more aware of what your
daughter’s needs are, as opposed to your own.

Of course, everyone wishes for popularity for
their children. But many kids are capable of be-
ing happy while being on their own much of the
time, or while having only a few close friends as
opposed to a crowd of adoring minions. You have
set up the environment for your daughter to make
friends. Now step back and let whatever happens
happen, instead of obsessing. Try not to project
your worries. When you do that, you let her know
you don’t think she is capable of being a friend
unless you engineer everything.
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Bridge e steve Becker

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
MAT0953
YK872
*4
dAT4
WEST EAST
L S84
YQ1093 vi54
¢KQI10875 99632
$K9 #J 1086
SOUTH
#KQJ62
YA6
*A)
Q532
The bidding:
South West North  East
1 & 2¢ 4 4% Pass
4 NT Pass 5% Pass
6

* singleton or void in diamonds.
Opening lead — king of diamonds.
The Better Way

Many declarers are guilty of choosing the line
of least resistance in trying to make their contract.
When the chosen approach fails, they blame the
outcome on an unfavorable lie of the cards.

That was the excuse South used on this deal af-
ter he went down in six spades. He won the open-
ing diamond lead with the ace, drew two rounds
of trumps and ruffed a diamond in dummy.

Since it appeared that the slam could not be
made unless East had the king of clubs, declarer
next cashed the ace of clubs and led a club to the
queen. West won with the king and returned a
heart to South’s ace. Declarer later lost a club to
East to finish down one.

South’s line of play left something to be desired
in that it made no provision for the possibility
that West might hold the doubleton king of clubs,
in which case the slam was makable provided the
proper preparatory steps were taken.

After winning the ace of diamonds and draw-
ing two rounds of trumps, declarer should have
cashed the A-K of hearts, ruffed a heart, ruffed
the jack of diamonds and ruffed dummy’s last
heart. The purpose of these plays would be to
eliminate West’s hearts so he could not later safe-
ly exit with that suit.

In the process, South would have learned that
West had started with four hearts as well as a
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“Mommy, we have a problem.
Jeffy’s already gone to bed
and his toothbrush is DRY!”
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Difficulty Level % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A PERSON MAILS

SOME LETTERS VIA SAME-DAY DELIVERY,

WOULD YOU SAY THEY'RE SENT POST-HASTE?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals P

Crossword e Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 34 “Barney 55 Toy block 11 Still
1 Larger Miller” name others
portion actor 56 Lacked 19 Yours
5 Belle Jack originality truly
of the 35 Periods 57 Candle 21 Witness
ball, of relief count 24 Mayo
maybe 38 Mail 58 Skittish container
8 Enos’ carrier wildlife 25 Hearty
grandpa (Abbr.) brew
12 Concep- 39 Hall-of- DOWN 26 Aversion
tion Famer 1 Have an 28 Work with
13 Wrath Williams objection 29 Length
14 Missile 40 Stannum 2 Stench from here
shelter 42 Not 3 Withered to there
15 Standard digital 4 Mexican 30 Bribe
16 Bando of 45 Impact entree 31 “Help!”
baseball 49 Forfear 5 Separate 36 Struck
17 Despot that 6 Detergent repeat-
18 Saw 50 Novelist brand edly
things Radcliffe 7 Region 37 Altar
in the 52 Colorful 8 Toward affirma-
dark? fish the rear, tive
20 Sleeping 53 Appoint- nautically 38 Open out
sickness ment 9 Woe 41 In that
carrier 54 Fond du 10 “Oh, case
22 Main- —, Wis. woe!” 42 “M*A*S*H”
lander’s Solution time: 25 mins. star
memento 43 Tide
23 Slip up type
24 Green 44 Festive
gem 46 Duel
27 Full tool
exposure 47 Zoo
32 “The structure
Greatest” 48 Hammer-
33 Helgen- wielding
berger deity
series 51 Kvetch
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After ruffing dummy’s last heart, declarer
next plays the ace and another club to the queen.
This loses to West’s king, but it no longer mat-
ters. Since West has nothing but diamonds left,
he must return one, allowing South to discard
dummy’s remaining club as he ruffs in his hand,
and the slam is home.
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